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UMd  Head  Blocks 
Rights  Clause 

without  the  limitation  of 
“constitutionally  protected 


COLLEGE  PARK,  MD  —  The 
president  of  the  University  of 
Maryland  here  has  rejected  an 
amendment  to  the  campus  human 
relations  code  that  would  have 
banned  discrimination  based  on 
“any  constitutionally  protected 
expression  of  sexual  preference.” 

President  John  S.  Toll’s 
decision  not  to  support  the 
amendment,  which  he  announced 
last  week,  is  unappealable.  The 
code  cannot  be  changed  without 
the  consent  of  the  school’s 
president. 

Although  campus  lesbian  and 
gay  activists  acknowledged  that 
the  amendment,  as  drafted  by  the 
campus  chancellor,  would  have 
been  symbolic  rather  than  effect¬ 
ive,  they  attacked  Toll’s  rejection. 

According  to  the  Washington 
Post,  members  of  the  Gay  Com¬ 
munity  student  group  on  the 
campus  and  members  of  Gay 
Activists  Alliance  (GAA)  in 
Washington,  D.C.,  accused  Toll 
of  pandering  to  anti-gay 
sentiments  in  the  state  legislature, 
which  sets  the  university’s  budget. 

An  aide  to  Toll  denied  that 
there  were  political  considerations 
in  the  decision,  quoting  the 
president  as  saying  that  “such  an 
addition  to  the  [code]  wasn’t 
necessary”  because  all  human 
rights  guaranteed  by  the  state  and 
U.S.  constitutions  were  already 
protected  by  the  code. 

“That’s  the  argument  they  al¬ 
ways  use  to  avoid  guaranteeing 
our  rights,”  Doren  Davis, 
secretary  of  the  campus  group, 
told  the  Post. 

The  code  bans  discrimination 
against  students  and  faculty  on 
the  basis  of  race,  color,  creed,  sex, 
marital  status,  personal  appear¬ 
ance,  age,  national  origin,  poli¬ 
tical  affiliation,  or  physical  or 
mental  handicaps.  It  also  commits 
the  University  to  supporting  First 
Amendment  rights  of  free  speech. 

The  amendment  originally  pro¬ 
posed  for  the  code  would  have 
banned  discrimination  on  the 
basis  of  sexual  orientation, 


expressions.  ...” 

The  Maryland  constitution  does 
not  protect  homosexuality;  state 
sodomy  laws  forbid  lesbian  and 
gay  sexual  practices. 

Although  the  clause  was  passed 
by  the  student-faculty  senate  in  its 
stronger  form,  campus  Chancellor 
Robert  L.  Gluckstern  chose  to 
substitute  the  weaker  wording 
before  passing  it  on  to  Toll  for 
approval. 

“We  had  nothing  to  do  with  the 
wording  [of  the  weaker  amend¬ 
ment],”  Davis  told  the  Post.  “It 
wouldn’t  have  secured  any  rights 
for  us  .  .  .  but  it  was  symbolic.” 

Toll  held  the  amendment  for  19 
months,  from  May  1979  until  last 
week,  before  rejecting  it.  During 
that  time,  it  attracted  wide 
campus  support,  according  to  the 
Post. 

In  the  state  legislature, 
however,  the  amendment  drew 
criticism.  Del.  John  R. 
Hargreaves,  chair  of  the  House 
Appropriations  Committee, 
which  controls  the  size  of  the 
university’s  budget,  was  quoted 
by  the  Post  as  saying  publicly,  “I 
don’t  think  there’s  any  place  for 
that  kind  of  a  clause.” 

Last  week,  Toll  finally  released 
his  decision,  telling  chancellor 
Gluckstern  in  a  long  memo  that 
the  university  could  not  guarantee 
rights  to  lesbians  and  gay  males 
until  the  state  or  the  community 
did  so  in  their  statute.  He  said  he 
came  to  his  decision  after 
consulting  with  the  state  board  of 
regents  and  the  state  attorney 
general’s  office. 

Members  of  GAA  and  the  cam¬ 
pus  group  charged  that  pressure 
from  Hargreaves  and  other  legis¬ 
lators  also  played  a  part  in  the 
decision.  They  said  that  Toll  was 
attempting  to  protect  the  school’s 
budget  in  a  year  of  tightening 
finances  in  Maryland. 

A  campus  administration 
spokesperson  denied  the  charges. 


Kreps  Gets  Job, 
Judge  Declares 


Compiled  by  Jil  Clark 

MARTINEZ,  CA  —  A  Super¬ 
ior  Court  judge  here  has  upheld  a 
lesbian’s  right  to  seek  a  job  as  a 
sheriffs  deputy. 

Judge  Richard  Calhoun  has  de¬ 
nied  Contra  Costa  County  Sheriff 
Richard  Rainey’s  petition  for  a  re¬ 
consideration  of  his  earlier  ruling 
in  favor  of  Denise  Kreps  (see 
GCN,  Vol.  8,  No.  9).  For  a  second 
time,  Calhoun  has  ordered  Rainey 
to  proceed  with  the  processing  of 
Kreps’  application  for  a  deputy 
sheriffs  position. 

The  sheriff,  however,  has  60 
days  in  which  to  appeal  and,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Kreps’  attorney, 
Donna  Hitchens,  he  probably 
will. 

In  the  meantime,  Rainey  must 
reopen  Kreps’  application  or  peti¬ 
tion  Judge  Calhoun  for  a  stay  of 
the  order  until  a  higher  court  rules 
on  Rainey’s  appeal. 

Hitchens  doubts  that  Calhoun 
would  grant  such  a  stay,  “since, 
clearly,  the  detriment  to  Denise  — 
who  would  be  out  of  a  job  for 
another  year  —  would  be  greater 
than  the  detriment  to  the  sheriffs 


department.” 

Hitchens  claims  that  the  deci¬ 
sion  is  significant.  “Traditionally, 
the  courts  have  given  more  defer¬ 
ence  to  law  enforcement  and  the 
military  than  to  other  employ¬ 
ers. 

“This  is  also  the  first  case  to 
test  the  scope  of  Gay  Law  Stu¬ 
dents  v.  Pacific  Telephone.”  She 
explained  that,  in  that  case,  the 
California  Supreme  Court  con¬ 
demned  Pacific  Telephone’s  un¬ 
written  policy  of  not  hiring  “out¬ 
wardly  gay”  people  for  certain 
jobs.  “There  was  no  trial  and  no 
specific  plaintiffs,  but  the  court 
established  that  gay  people  do 
have  rights  under  [the  equal  pro¬ 
tection  clause  of]  the  California 
constitution.” 

Also  in  that  opinion,  the  court 
ruled  that,  since  coming  out  may 
be  a  political  act,  employers  who 
discriminate  against  lesbians  and 
gay  men  are  violating  the  section 
of  the  California  labor  code  which 
outlaws  employment  discrimina¬ 
tion  on  the  basis  of  a  person’s 
political  activity. 


In  Mass .  Primaries 


Frank  Wins  Despite  Right; 
Vallely  Takes  8th  Suffolk 


By  David  Morris 

BOSTON  —  Pro-choice  can¬ 
didates  for  the  U.S.  House  of 
Representatives  won  two  signifi¬ 
cant  primary  races  here  on 
Tuesday,  Sept.  16  despite  a  pas¬ 
toral  letter  from  the  archbishop  of 
Boston  urging  Catholics  to  carry 
the  edicts  of  the  church  into  the 
voting  booth. 

Incumbent  James  Shannon  and 
Barney  Frank,  formerly  state  rep¬ 
resentative  from  the  Eighth  Suf¬ 
folk  District,  won  the  Democratic 
Party  nominations  for  the  Fifth 
and  Fourth  Massachusetts  Dis¬ 
tricts,  respectively.  Both  candid¬ 
ates  support  women’s  rights  to 
choose  abortion  and  favor  federal 
funding  for  abortions  for  poor 
women,  and  both  had  anti-abor¬ 
tion  opponents. 

Meanwhile,  in  the  race  to  fill 
Frank’s  old  seat  in  the  Massachu¬ 
setts  House,  Frank’s  endorsee, 
Thomas  Vallely,  has  won  the 
Democratic  nomination.  Vallely 
was  one  of  ten  candidates,  all  of 
whom  pledged  to  continue 
Frank’s  support  for  lesbian  and 
gay  rights  bills.  Frank  had  repre¬ 
sented  the  Eighth  Suffolk  District, 
which  is  generally  considered  the 
stronghold  of  gay  and  lesbian 
votes  in  the  state  (see  GCN,  Vol. 
8,  No.  8). 

Vallely’s  opponents  had  in¬ 
cluded  two  openly  gay  men  who 
dropped  out  of  the  race  before 
election  day  (see  GCN,  Vol.  8, 
No.  91. 


The  pastoral  letter,  written  by 
Humberto  Cardinal  Medeiros, 
said,  “Those  who  make  abortion 
possible  by  law  —  such  as  legislat¬ 
ors  and  those  who  promote  and 
elect  these  same  lawmakers  — 
cannot  separate  themselves  totally 
from  the  guilt  which  accompanies 
this  horrendous  crime  and  deadly 
sin.” 

According  to  the  Boston  Herald 
American,  Shannon  told  his  sup¬ 
porters  on  election  night,  “The 
people  of  the  Fifth  District  have 
said  they  believe  in  the  separation 
of  church  and  state.  They  want 
people  of  character  and  faith  in 
public  office,  but  they  don’t  want 
any  faith  to  dictate  public 
policy.” 

Frank  believes  the  election  went 
beyond  the  single  issue  of  abor¬ 
tion.  He  told  GCN,  “It  was  Mas¬ 
sachusetts  choosing  the  more  af¬ 
firmative  position.” 

The  Boston  Globe  said  of  the 
race,  “At  stake  beyond  Tuesday’s 
local  results  ...  is  the  balance  of 
power  nationally  between  liberal 
and  conservative  forces.” 

Frank’s  opponent,  Waltham 
mayor  Arthur  Clark,  had  received 
a  contribution  from  the  ultra- 
conservative,  anti-lesbian  and  gay 
organization  the  Committee  for 
the  Survival  of  a  Free  Congress 
(see  GCN,  Vol.  8,  No.  9). 

Frank  commented  to  GCN, 
“Arthur  Clark  was  a  much  more 
moderate  candidate  on  some 
things  [than  the  New  Right  in  gen¬ 


eral]  but  the  New  Right  was 
clearly  throwing  their  support  to 
him. -That  does  not  mean  he’s  a 
member  of  the  New  Right,  but  I 
think  the  New  Right  was  in¬ 
volved.” 

Despite  the  pro-choice  victory. 
New  Right  direct-mail  expert 
Richard  Viguerie  says  the  Cardin¬ 
al’s  letter  was  a  boon  for  right- 
wing  politics  in  the  United  States. 
He  is  quoted  in  the  Globe  as 
saying,  “It  is  another  stepping 
stone  in  the  whole  process.  ...  It 
certainly  gives  legitimacy  to  the 
whole  process  and  adds  a  legiti¬ 
mately  new  dimension.” 

Viguerie  is  further  quoted  as 
welcoming  the  formation  of  a  new 
political  coalition  involving 
“Catholic  conservatives,  Protes¬ 
tant  conservatives  and  Jewish  con¬ 
servatives.” 

“I  think  that  Viguerie  is  taking 
it  [the  letter]  out  of  context,” 
Frank  told  GCN.  “I  think  Vigu¬ 
erie  is  trying  to  make  himself  re¬ 
spectable  at  the  Cardinal’s 
expense  and  I  don’t  think  that’s  a 
very  valid  way  to  go.” 

The  Globe  quotes  Howard  Phil¬ 
lips  of  the  Conservative  Caucus  as 
stating,  “On  the  Medeiros  letter, 
one  of  the  most  intriguing  things 
about  this  movement  is  that  many 
of  the  New  Right’s  leaders  are 
Catholics.  .  .  .  Pope  Paul  John 
Paul  II  is  a  conservative,  and  I 
think  this  is  having  a  clear  impact 
on  the  church  at  all  levels.” 

Continued  on  Page  3 


Court  Delays  Start  Date 
Of  Abortion  Consent  Law 


By  Jil  Clark 

BOSTON  —  The  U.S.  First 
Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  has  de¬ 
layed  the  effective  date  of  a  new 
Massachusetts  law  requiring  all 
women  to  sign  a  consent  form  and 
requiring  pregnant  minors  to  get 
approval  of  their  parents  or  a 
judge  before  having  an  abortion. 

On  Sept.  12,  the  federal  appeals 
court  suspended  the  law,  due  to 
go  into  effect  the  next  day,  pend¬ 
ing  an  appeal  of  a  lower  court 
ruling  on  Sept  .  2  that  declared 
the  statute  constitutional. 

In  that  lower  court  decision, 
Federal  District  Judge  A.  David 
Mazzone  had  refused  to  grant  to 
pro-choice  advocates  a  prelimin¬ 
ary  injunction  which  would  have 
blocked  implementation  of  the 
law  until  a  decision  could  be  made 
on  its  merits. 

An  appeal  by  Planned  Parent¬ 


hood  League  of  Massachusetts 
and  other  organizations  will  be 
heard  in  the  federal  appeals  court 
on  Oct.  6. 

The  law,  introduced  into  the 
Massachusetts  legislature  by  Rep. 
W.  Paul  White,  would  require  all 
women  —  of  majority  age  as  well 
as  minors  —  to  sign  a  nine-page 
consent  form  that  details  the  de¬ 
velopment  of  the  fetus,  the  pro¬ 
cedure  to  be  used  in  the  abortion, 
and  the  risks  involved  in  both 
abortion  and  giving  birth.  The 
form  also  lists  funds  available  to 
women  who  choose  to  carry  their 
pregnancies  to  term.  According  to 
the  law,  women  seeking  abortions 
must  take  the  form  home  with 
them  and  wait  24  hours  before 
signing  it  and  returning  to  the 
clinic  for  the  abortion. 

Additionally,  the  statute  would 
require  pregnant  teen-agers  to  get 


permission  of  their  parents  or  a 
state  supreme  court  judge  to  have 
an  abortion.  The  judge  is  required 
to  grant  approval  for  the  abortion 
if  s/he  finds  the  teen-ager 
“mature”  or  if  s/he  decides  the 
abortion  is  in  her  best  interest. 

In  1979,  the  U.S.  Supreme 
Court  struck  down  a  similar  Mas¬ 
sachusetts  statute,  assailing  it  as 
an  unconstitutional  infringement 
on  a  teen-ager’s  right  to  have  an 
abortion.  This  law  stated  that  a 
pregnant  minor  must  obtain  the 
approval  of  both  parents  before 
having  an  abortion,  or  sue  her 
parents  in  Superior  Court  to  win 
that  approval.  Even  if  the  judge 
found  the  teen-ager  to  be  mature 
and  capable  or  deemed  abortion 
to  be  in  her  best  interest,  under 
the  earlier  law  she  could  be  denied 
access  to  the  operation. 

continued  on  page  6 


News  Notes 


quote  of  the  week 

“I  know  the  feeling  about  gay  liberation.  I’m  not 
making  a  big  deal  about  these  statues.  A  piece  ot 
bronze  —  how  can  it  hurt  me?  But  I’d  hate  to  see  a 
backlash  here.  Now,  they’re  too  pushy  about  the 
statue.  People  will  start  to  say  they’re  taking  over. 
Once  this  happens,  and  they  come  in  from  all  over, 
the  greedly  landlords  will  rent  to  them,  and  it’s  the 
beginning  of  the  end  for  families.  We  will  have  to 
leave.” 

—John  (Happy)  Ferri,  a  member  of  New  York’s 
Community  Board  Two  and  the  director  of  Citizens 
for  a  Better  [Greenwich]  Village,  referring  to  George 
Segal’s  statue  “Gay  Liberation,”  proposed  for  place¬ 
ment  in  Christopher  Park  in  the  Village  (see  GCN,  Vol. 
8,  No.  8).  Quoted  in  the  Village  Voice,  Sept.  10-16, 
1980. 


anderson  includes  that  plank 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  Independent  presidential 
candidate  John  Anderson’s  platform  includes  a  spe¬ 
cific  plank  on  lesbian  and  gay  rights,  according  to  a 
report  by  Larry  Bush  in  Miami’s  lesbian  and  gay 
paper,  the  Weekly  News. 

According  to  Bush’s  report,  Anderson's  plank, 
which  appears  as  a  distinct  section  in  the  Civil  Rights 
portion  of  the  platform,  calls  for  an  executive  order  to 
end  discrimination  in  the  federal  government,  repeal 
of  the  law  barring  foreign  lesbians  and  gay  males 
from  entering  the  U.S.,  and  broader  authority  for  the 
U.S.  Civil  Rights  Commission  to  investigate  discrim¬ 
ination  against  lesbians  and  gay  males  in  the  private 
sector. 

Bush  also  reports  that  Anderson’s  past  strategy 
of  outreach  to  lesbian  and  gay  voters  may  “undergo  a 
major  revision”  because  of  a  reorganization  of  the 
candidate’s  campaign  staff. 

David  Garth  has  been  placed  in  control  of  the 
staff.  His  appointment,  Bush  says  ,  “resulted  in  the 
immediate  resignation  of  key  Anderson  aides  who 
have  most  actively  pursued  gay  voters  as  a  valuable 
constituency.”  He  adds  that  “Garth’s  well-known 
antipathy  to  gays  in  previous  campaigns  he  has 
operated  in  New  York  makes  a  continued  outreach 
questionable  at  best.”  He  did  not  elaborate. 


black  lesbian  conference 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  The  first  Western  regional 
state  conference  of  black  lesbians  will  take  place 
the  weekend  of  Oct.  17-19  at  the  Women’s  Building  of 
the  Bay  Area,  3543  18th  St.,  here.  The  conference  is 
open  to  all  black  women. 

An  opening  general  assembly  at  10:30  a.m. 
Saturday  will  feature  keynote  speakers  Andrea  Ruth 
Canaan  and  Pat  Norman.  Canaan  is  a  black  lesbian 
feminist  who  was  dismissed  as  program  coordinator 
for  women  and  employment  for  the  state  of  Louisiana 
after  she  came  out  in  May.  Norman  is  a  lesbian  health 
worker  and  an  administrator  at  the  Center  for  Special 
Problems  here. 

There  will  be  eight  tracks  of  workshops  Saturday 
and  Sunday.  Subjects  of  the  workshops  include 
feminism,  black  women  role  models  in  the  arts,  black 
women  and  imperialism,  body  work/massage  (well¬ 
ness  counseling),  health  issues  and  black  women, 
and  lesbians  and  the  law.  A  closing  session  on 
Sunday  at  4  p.m.  will  be  devoted  to  networking  and 
community  involvement. 

There  will  be  a  dance  and  entertainment  Satur¬ 
day  night  beginning  at  8  p.m.  Featured  entertainers 
will  be  Gwen  Avery,  Casselberry  and  Dupree,  Lambert 
von  Buuren,  and  Avotcja.  This  event  will  be  open  to  all 
women. 

Registration  will  begin  Friday  at  5  p.m.  and 
continue  on  Saturday.  There  will  also  be  orientation 
for  out-of-towners  Friday  evening.  Registration  in 
advance  will  be  $5  to  $25  (sliding  scale)  and  $10  to 
$25  at  the  door. 

For  more  information  call  Rose  Mitchell,  (415) 
285-7263,  or  Marie  Renfro,  (415)  586-4585,  or  write  the 
conference  c/o  The  Pacific  Center,  P.O.  Box  908, 
Berkeley,  CA  94701. 


get  off  my  ship 

PORT  HUENEME,  CA  —  Two  women  whom  a 
Navy  Board  said  had  engaged  in  lesbian  activities 
aboard  the  U.S.S.  Norton  Sound  (see  GCN,  Vol.  8,  No. 
7)  have  been  transferred  off  the  vessel  to  other 
duties,  the  Navy  says. 

The  New  York  Times  reports  that  Alicia  Harris 
was  moved  to  the  32nd  Street  Naval  Station  at  San 
Diego,  and  Wendi  Williams  was  ordered  to  the  con¬ 
struction  battalion  at  Port  Hueneme,  50  miles  north¬ 
west  of  Los  Angeles.  The  announcement  of  the 
transfers  came  from  Lt.  Cmdr.  Mark  Baker,  spokes¬ 
person  for  the  Pacific  Fleet. 

Two  other  women  who  were  acquitted  and  four 
who  had  charges  against  them  dropped  remain 
aboard  the  missile  test  ship  at  its  home  port  here. 

According  to  the  Times,  the  Navy  has  not  made  a 
final  ruling  on  whether  Harris  and  Williams  will  be 
discharged  as  recommended  by  the  board  that  found 
them  guilty. 


some  sisterly  advice 

SYRACUSE,  NY  —  Some  sisterly  advice  about 
her  employment  rights  has  come  from  an  unexpected 
source  to  Anita  Bryant,  who  is  an  outspoken  oppon¬ 
ent  of  the  Equal  Rights  Amendment  as  well  as  of  civil 
rights  for  lesbians  and  gay  males,  reports  the  New 
York  Times. 

The  Times  says  that  when  Bryant,  recently  di¬ 
vorced  from  her  former  manager,  Bob  Green,  was 
dropped  last  month  from  her  $100,000-a-year  job 
promoting  Florida  orange  juice  after  11  years,  the 
State  Citrus  Commission  said  the  contract  had  to 
end  “because  of  the  divorce  and  so  forth.” 

In  a  letter  written  recently,  Karen  DeCrow,  a 
former  president  of  the  National  Organization  for 
Women  and  a  board  member  of  Gay  Rights  National 
Lobby,  urged  Bryant  to  bring  suit  under  the  Florida 
Human  Rights  Act  of  1977,  which  prohibits  job  dis¬ 
crimination  based  on  marital  status. 

"I  don’t  know  whether  I’d  call  this  the  Golden 
Rule,  or  beyond  the  call  of  duty,  or  not,"  DeCrow  told 
the  Times,  noting  that  she  had  once  picketed  a  Utica 
anti-abortion  rally  where  Bryant  spoke.  "As  a  feminist 
and  a  civil  libertarian,  I’m  enormously  concerned  with 
the  rights  of  divorced  women.” 

Bryant,  who  is  living  in  Tulsa,  OK,  could  not  be 
reached  for  comment,  but  her  mother,  Lenore  Cate, 
expressed  doubt  that  her  daughter  would  invoke  the 
law  for  her  job.  “She’s  not  that  type  of  person,”  Cate 
said.  “She’s  not  going  to  sue  sombody  just  because 
she’s  not  working  for  them  anymore.” 


air  force  appealing 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  The  Air  Force  has  an¬ 
nounced  that  it  will  appeal  a  court  order  to  reinstate 
Leonard  Matlovich,  a  decorated  Vietnam  veteran  who 
was  discharged  from  the  service  in  1975  after  telling 
a  superior  office  that  he  is  gay. 

According  to  a  report  in  the  Washington  Star,  Air 
Force  Secretary  Hans  Mark  said  that  government  at¬ 
torneys  would  ask  U.S.  District  Court  Judge  Gerhard 
A.  Gesell  for  a  delay  of  Matlovich’s  reinstatement 
until  the  appeal  can  be  heard. 

Gesell  ruled  that  the  Air  Force  had  confusing 
standards  for  dealing  with  lesbian  and  gay  service- 
members.  He  ordered  Matlovich  reinstated  and  given 
back  pay,  which  attorneys  for  the  former  sergeant 
said  could  amount  to  $50,000  (see  GCN,  Vol.  8,  No.  9). 


less  time  for  gays 

AUSTIN,  TX  —  Claiming  that  the  Texas  Demo¬ 
cratic  party  was  spending  more  time  on  gay  rights 
than  on  “bread  and  butter”  issues  such  as  the 
economy,  Travis  County  Commissioner  David  Sam- 
uelson  recently  announced  his  candidacy  for  chair¬ 
person  of  the  state  party.  Since  the  current  chair¬ 
person  is  not  running  for  re-election,  Texas 
Democrats  will  elect  a  new  chairperson  at  their 
convention  later  this  month  in  Houston. 

Samuelson  was  apparently  reacting  to  the  high 
visibility  of  gay  delegates  at  the  party’s  June 
convention  in  San  Antonio;  the  lesbian/gay  caucus 
had  100  members  among  the  4000  delegates  at  the 
June  convention.  As  for  the  amount  of  time  spent, 
about  one  and  a  half  hours  were  spent  on  the  debate 
and  roll  call  on  narrowly-defeated  resolutions  to 
support  lesbian  and  gay  civil  rights  and  to 
decriminalize  private  sex  acts  between  consenting 
adults. 

According  to  a  gay  activist  here,  Samuelson  is 
not  expected  to  be  a  serious  threat  to  two  earlier 
announced  candidates,  both  of  whom  have  sought 
the  support  of  lesbian  and  gay  organizations. 


distasteful  and  embarrassing 

WELLINGTON,  New  Zealand  —  The  transport 
manager  of  the  Wellington  City  Council  has  turned 
down  an  application  by  the  Lesbian  Centre  here  to 
rent  advertising  space  on  local  buses. 

New  Zealand’s  Pink  Triangle  reports  that  the 
manager,  identified  only  as  Crompton,  told  members 
of  the  Centre  that  he  turned  down  the  ad  for  three 
reasons:  that  the  use  of  the  word  “lesbian”  was 
distasteful  to  him;  that  the  word  "lesbian”  might 
cause  embarrassment  to  some  passengers  (e.g.,  a 
small  boy  might  embarrass  his  mother  on  a  crowded 
bus  by  asking  her  what  a  lesbian  was);  and  that  the 
advertisement  would  result  in  a  lot  of  complaints 
from  the  public,  and  that  he  and  his  officers  would 
have  to  “waste”  a  lot  of  time  replying  to  them. 

According  to  members  of  the  Centre,  Crompton 
acknowledged  that  his  decision  was  discriminatory 
but  refused  to  be  budged  from  it. 

The  Centre  appealed  Crompton’s  decision  to  the 
city  council's  Transport  Committee,  but  the 
committee  voted  6-1  to  support  the  transport  man¬ 
ager’s  position. 

The  rejected  ad  read  simply,  “Lesbians  Contact 
your  local  community  P.O.  Box  ...” 


that  delicate  line 

CLWYD  COUNTY,  Wales  —  A  Welsh  county 
council  has  decided  to  exclude  homosexuals  from 
certain  jobs  which  would  bring  them  into  contact 
with  children. 

The  London  Gay  News  reports  that  the  decision 
has  been  opposed  by  the  county  branch  of  the  local 
government  officers’  union,  NALGO,  as  well  as  the 
National  Council  for  Civil  Liberties. 

Although  a  Clwyd  County  Council  spokesperson 
denied  that  an  actual  ban  had  been  imposed  on 
homosexuals,  he  said  that  various  council  sub¬ 
committees  had  discussed  the  matter,  which  had 
initially  been  brought  up  by  NALGO.  The  union  had 
come  to  the  council  for  reassurance  that  it  would  not 
discriminate  against  lesbians  and  gay  males  when 
employing  people. 

Councilors  had  decided  that  they  could  not  give 
this  assurance,  and  reserved  the  right  to  "exclude 
certain  people  from  certain  jobs.”  This  meant  that 
homosexuals  would  not  be  employed  to  look  after 
children  in  the  council’s  care,  especially  in  residen¬ 
tial  posts,  according  to  the  Gay  News. 

The  chair  of  the  Personnel  Committee,  Council- 
member  Alf  Jones,  told  a  local  newspaper,  “We  take 
the  view  that  if  people  declare  themselves  that  way 
then  they  should  not  be  in  charge  of  youngsters. 

“They  may  never  commit  a  crime,  but  there  is 
always  that  delicate  line,”  he  claimed. 

NALGO’s  county  branch  organizer,  John  Cooke, 
countered,  “I  don’t  believe  that  boys  in  a  children’s 
home  are  at  any  greater  risk  from  a  homosexual  man 
than  from  a  heterosexual  man.  Experience  to  date  in 
disciplinary  matters  proves  that  to  be  the  case. 

The  union  is  discussing  the  possibility  of  taking 
Clwyd  Council  to  the  Equal  Opportunities  Commis¬ 
sion  to  decide  whether  the  new  policy  could  be  an 
infringement  of  a  person’s  rights. 


he’d  break  it  himself 

AUSTIN,  TX  —  Jim  and  Ginger’s  Kwik  Copy  here 
has  been  charged  with  illegally  refusing  to  print  the 
newsletter  of  the  Austin  Lesbian/Gay  Political 
Caucus  (AL/GPC). 

P.  J.  “Scotty”  Scott,  an  AL/GPC  member,  sub¬ 
mitted  the  newsletter  on  Sept.  11.  After  confirming 
the  price  and  completion  date,  she  asked  the  store- 
clerk  if  the  nature  of  the  organization  would  pose  a 
problem.  The  storeclerk  decided  to  call  up  the  owner, 
because  he  was  “a  Christian,”  and  returned  with  the 
news  that  the  order  in  fact  could  not  be  completed  by 
AL/GPC’s  deadline.  When  Scott  asked  what  the 
owner  had  actually  said,  the  clerk  replied  that  the 
owner  had  acknowledged  that,  under  the  law,  he 
could  not  refuse  the  work  unless  the  printing 
machine  was  broken,  but  had  stated  that,  if  neces¬ 
sary,  he  would  personally  go  down  and  break  the 
machine. 

Scott  filed  a  complaint  with  the  Austin  Human 
Relations  Department,  which,  under  the  city’s 
ordinance,  is  responsible  for  the  prosecution  of 
complaints  of  discrimination  in  public  accommoda¬ 
tions  based  on  sexual  preference.  In  the  summer  of 
1979  the  city  won  a  jury  verdict  under  this  ordinance 
against  the  Driskill  Bar  &  Grill,  a  discotheque  which 
forbade  same-sex  dancing  on  its  premises.  The 
discotheque’s  owners  appealed  the  verdict  to  Travis 
County  court;  however,  they  then  sold  the  establish¬ 
ment  to  new  owners  who  have  not  proceeded  with 
the  appeal. 


mr.  schiff  goes  to  Washington 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  The  National  Association 
of  Business  Councils,  an  organization  of  lesbian  and 
gay  business  groups,  was  among  the  dozen  trade 
associations  invited  by  President  Jimmy  Carter’s 
administration  to  a  consultation  in  the  White  House 
in  August. 

The  consultation,  one  of  a  series  planned  by 
Carter  aides  to  obtain  input  on  the  administration’s 
“economic  renewal  plan,”  included  representatives 
of  corporations,  municipalities  and  states,  small 
businesses,  and  minorities,  according  to  the  news¬ 
letter  of  the  Greater  Gotham  Business  Council,  a 
lesbian  and  gay  business  council  in  New  York  City. 

The  newsletter  reports  tht  the  occasion  was  the 
first  time  a  lesbian  or  gay  organization  had  been 
included  in  such  proceedings,  either  as  representing 
a  minority  or  as  representing  an  economic  group. 

NABC  President  H.  Gerald  Schiff,  who  is  also  a 
director  of  GGBC,  represented  the  association.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  the  newsletter,  in  his  presentation  at  the 
consultation,  Schiff  stressed  the  importance  to  small 
business  people  of  tax  credits  to  offset  the  upcoming 
jump  in  social  security  taxes. 

In  Schiff’s  letter  of  thanks  to  Anne  Wexler, 
Carter  special  assistant  and  host  for  the  meeting,  he 
suggested  that  lesbians  and  gay  males  be  desig¬ 
nated  a  minority  in  the  programs  of  the  Office  of 
Economic  Development  and  the  Small  Business 
Administration,  “in  recognition  of  the  significant  role 
gay  people  are  playing  in  the  revitalization  of 
American  cities,”  reports  the  news'etter. 
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Groups  Fight  WBUR  Change 


By  Jil  Clark 

BOSTON  —  Latino,  Black,  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  listeners  to  public 
radio  station  WBUR  are 
contesting  programming  cuts  on 
legal  grounds. 

In  a  recent  programming  over¬ 
haul,  the  station  canceled,  or 
trimmed  and  rescheduled  to  com¬ 
muting  hours,  all  evening  news 
and  public  affairs  programs.  (See 
GCN  Vol.  8,  No.  8). 

Shows  canceled  include  the  six- 
year-old  lesbian  and  gay  talk 
show,  Gay  Way,  and  a  show  for 
the  elderly,  Elder  Review.  The 
Struggle,  a  black  public  affairs 
program,  was  shortened.  Con 
Salsa,  a  bi-lingual  music  program 
which  was  originally  included 
among  the  shows  to  be  shortened, 
has  been  lengthened. 

According  to  Joe  Man*,  host 
of  Con  Salsa,  WBUR  is  operating 
illegally  without  a  community 
advisory  board  and  acted  illegally 
when  it  made  programming 
changes  without  first  ascertaining 
the  needs  of  minority 
communities  it  is  licensed  to  serve. 

First,  in  accordance  with  the 
Public  Telecommunications 
Funding  Act  of  1978,  public  radio 
stations  must  meet  regularly  with 
advisory  boards  representing 
various  communities  in  its 
audience.  Masso  told  GCN  that, 
under  the  law,  public  radio 
stations  are  expected  to  have  made 
a  “good  faith  effort”  to  establish 
such  boards  by  1979.  “WBUR,  in 
1980,  still  has  not  done  that. 
WBUR  has  been  operating  against 
the  law. 

.  .  .  Just  this  violation  itself  is 
enough  to  contest  any  program 
changes.” 

Second,  the  Federal  Communi- 

Primary 
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Meanwhile,  Carmen  Pola,  who 
would  have  been  the  first  Hispanic 
elected  to  the  Massachusetts  state 
legislature,  was  defeated  by  fewer 
than  300  votes  by  incumbent 
Kevin  Fitzgerald,  who  has  repre¬ 
sented  the  17th  Suffolk  District 
for  three  terms.  The  district  com¬ 
prises  the  Mission  Hills  area  and 
parts  of  the  Fenway  and  Jamaica 
Plain.  But  Pola’s  campaign  man¬ 
ager,  Mokita  [not  further  identi¬ 
fied]  is  quoted  in  the  Boston 
Herald  American  as  saying  there 
were  “numerous  voter  irregulari¬ 
ties”  on  election  day.  “More  than 
100  Hispanics  who  were  registered 
to  vote  were  turned  away  at  the 
polls,”  she  said.  “We  are  going  to 
take  legal  action.  This  group  is 


cations  Commission  (FCC) 
requires  that  every  applicant  for  a 
radio  station  license  ascertain  the 
problems,  needs  or  interests  of 
different  groups  in  the  community 
not  already  being  addressed  by 
other  stations.  The  applicant  must 
then  promise  in  writing  to  meet 
the  needs  of  some  of  those  groups. 

Masso  explained  to  GCN  how 
he  thinks  WBUR  has  recently 
violated  this  FCC  regulation, 
which  is  called  the  “promise  and 
performance”  rule: 

“Once  you  put  down  on  paper 
you’re  going  to  meet  the  needs  of 
elderly  or  minorities  or  women, 
that’s  called  ‘promise’.  And  the 
station  then  has  to  live  up  to  its 
‘promise’.  If,  two  years  down  the 
road,  you  decide  to  change  your 
performance,  you  have  to  docu¬ 
ment  your  reason  for  changing; 
you  must  (re-)ascertain  the  needs 
of  the  community.  WBUR 
jumped  the  gun.  They  didn’t 
ascertain.  Instead,  they  made 
changes  in  order  to  make  more 
money.” 

Jane  Christo,  the  station’s  man¬ 
ager,  is  claiming  that  the  changes 
in  programming  were  made  with 
the  best  interest  of  gays  and 
lesbians,  blacks,  and  Latinos  at 
heart.  She  believes  that  lesbians 
and  gays,  for  instance,  will  be 
better  served  by  her  plan  to 
incorporate  more  lesbian  and  gay 
news  and  features  in  the  form  of 
2  Vi -minute  pieces  into  a  new 
magazine  format  from  6  to  8  a.m. 
and  5:30  to  7  p.m.  She  bases  this 
prediction  on  Arbitron  ratings 
which  indicate  that  ten  times  as 
many  people  listen  to  radio  during 
commuting  hours  as  listen  in  the 
evening. 

As  GCN  goes  to  press,  Christo 


going  to  stay  together  and  fight.” 

And  in  the  18th  Suffolk  Dist¬ 
rict,  which  includes  the  Allston 
and  Brighton  sections  of  the  city, 
incumbent  John  Melia  was  de¬ 
feated  for  the  Democratic  nomin¬ 
ation  by  challenger  Tom  Gallag¬ 
her.  Melia,  who  has  held  the  seat 
since  1965,  has  voted  consistently 
against  gay  and  lesbian  rights 
legislation  while  Gallagher  told 
GCN  he  will  support  such  efforts. 

Concerning  the  letter  from  Me¬ 
deiros,  Gallagher  told  GCN, 
“Maybe  the  church  will  get  the 
idea  that  if  they’re  going  to  make 
statements  on  moral  matters,  they 
shouldn’t  make  them  so  close  to 
an  election  because  it’s  liable  to 
backfire.” 


and  News  and  Public  Affairs  Di¬ 
rector  Carol  Riisman  are  meeting 
for  the  second  time  with  an  ad  hoc 
group  of  angry  lesbians,  gays, 
Blacks,  Latinos  and  elderly  per¬ 
sons. 

At  that  meeting,  Masso  thinks 
that,  after  the  community 
members  “pull  her  coat  about  the 
rules  and  regulations  she  must 
follow,”  Christo  will  consider  the 
three-point  plan  which  was 
presented  by  angry  listeners  at  the 
last  meeting,  but  which  was  flatly 
rejected  by  Christo  and  Riisman 
at  that  time.  Masso  believes  that, 
at  that  time,  Christo  and  Riisman 
were  unaware  of  the  illegality  of 
their  actions. 

In  the  first  point  of  the  plan, 
community  members  requested 
that  Christo  put  off  the  program 
changes  until  January  and 
ascertain  the  needs  of  the 
community  in  the  interim  three 
months.  The  second  point  is  a 
demand  for  the  establishment  of  a 
community  advisory  board  for 
each  community  served  by  the 
station.  The  last  point  mandates 
that  affirmative  action  be  taken  in 
hiring,  to  correct  the 
underrepresentation  of  minorities 
in  positions  of  responsibility. 

At  last  week’s  meeting,  Christo 
repeatedly  refused  to  reconsider 
the  program  changes,  saying  “I 
don’t  want  to  because  I  don’t 
think  your  objections  are 
substantiated  by  anything.” 

Throughout  the  three-hour 
meeting,  during  which  Christo 
and  Riisman  were  pelted  with  ac¬ 
cusations  that  their  attitude 
toward  their  minority  listeners  is 
“arrogant”  and  “patronizing,” 
Christo  stuck  with  her  argument 
that  “these  changes  are  beneficial 
to  the  community.” 

“I  expect  you  to  be  skeptical 
about  these  changes  and  my  con¬ 
cepts,”  Christo  said,  “but  I  will 
not  decrease  the  minority  listening 
audience.  I  will  increase  it  signif¬ 
icantly  in  six  months. 

“You’ve  told  me  what  you 
want.  Now  I  want  you  to  hear 
what  I  want.  I  want  you  to  try  the 
changes.  I  think  you’ll  like  them.” 

To  this,  several  persons  re¬ 
sponded,  “We  can  think  for  our¬ 
selves.” 

State  Representative  Mel  King, 
who  was  present,  exploded  at  one 
point.  “How  can  you  be  so  arro¬ 
gant?  We  are  the  people  in  the 
community.  We  aren’t  children. 
We  don’t  need  you  to  tell  us  what 
is  best  for  the  community.  It  isn’t 
a  question  of  our  challenging  your 
license.  It  is  a  question  of  your 
morality  and  that  arrogance  you 
came  in  here  with.” 


Gay  Man  Appointed  To  Board 


By  David  Morris 

BOSTON  —  Mayor  Kevin 
White  has  appointed  Wayne 
Howard  Sherwood,  an  openly  gay 
man,  to  the  17  member  Advisory 
Board  to  the  Mayor’s  Office  of 
Fair  Housing. 

Sherwood  pointed  out  to  GCN 
that  HUD  had  decided  to  with¬ 
hold  half  of  a  $26  million  grant  to 
the  city  until  the  city  meets  certain 
legal  requirements.  The  Advisory 
Board,  he  said,  has  been  man¬ 
dated  to  meet  those  requirements 
by  preparing  studies  and  plans  on 
housing  in  the  city. 

The  decision  to  withhold  the 
$13  million  in  grant  money  was 
relayed  to  White  in  a  letter  from 
Marvin  Siflinger,  Boston  area 
manager  for  HUD,  which  was 
quoted  in  the  Boston  Herald- 
American.  The  letter  reads  in 
part,  “We  have  determined  that 
certain  proposed  activities  do  not 
clearly  meet  the  statutory 
objectives  of  benefiting  low  and 
moderate  income  persons  and/or 
of  aiding  in  the  prevention  of 
slums  or  blight.” 

Robin  MacCormack,  White’s 
liaison  to  the  lesbian  and  gay 


community,  described  the  board 
as  an  “active,  ongoing  group.” 
He  explained  to  GCN  that  al¬ 
though  gay  men  and  lesbians  are 
not  protected  by  law  from  dis¬ 
crimination  in  housing  and  that 
therefore  the  city  can  offer  no 
immediate  relief  in  such  cases, 
they  should  still  be  reported. 
MacCormack  said  the  Office  of 
Fair  Housing  plans  to  document 
cases  of  discrimination  because  of 
sexual  preference  and  that  the 
documentation  will  be  taken  into 
account  by  the  City  Council  when 
it  considers  human  rights  ordin¬ 
ances  in  the  future. 

An  ordinance  to  create  the 
Boston  Commission  Against 
Discrimination  (BCAD),  which 
would  have  included  lesbians  and 
gay  men  in  its  coverage,  was  voted 
down  by  the  council  last  month  in 
favor  of  a  weaker  law  that  does 
not  cover  sexual  preference  (see 
GCN,  Vol.  8,  No.  6.)  Most  obser¬ 
vers  believe  Mayor  White  will 
refile  the  original  proposal. 

Sherwood  told  GCN  that  “the 
immediate  relationship  of  the 
Advisory  Board  with  the  gay  com¬ 
munity  is  weak,  but  I  think  there’s 


potential  there.”  He  said  there  is  a 
possibility  the  advisory  Board  may 
continue  to  meet  after  the  HUD 
requirements  have  been  met. 

According  to  Carol  Greenfield 
of  the  Fair  Housing  Office,  her 
agency  and  the  Advisory  Board 
will  also  collect  documents 
concerning  cases  of  discrimination 
in  the  renting  of  commercial  space 
and  in  public  accomodations, 
such  as  restaurants  and  hotels. 

MacCormack  stressed  the 
importance  of  appointing  gay  men 
and  lesbians  to  governmental 
boards  when  vacancies  occur.  He 
told  GCN,  “I  try  to  make  sure  we 
get  somebody  from  our  commun¬ 
ity  on  it  so  we  have  a  voice.” 

Sherwood  was  formerly 
coordinator  for  the  Massachusetts 
office  of  planning  policy  and 
program  development.  He  has 
also  been  a  housing  analyst  for  the 
Metropolitan  Area  Planning 
Council. 

Greenfield  told  GCN  that  gay 
men  and  lesbians  who  experience 
discrimination  should  report  it  to 
the  Office  of  Fair  Housing  at  182 
Tremont  St.  or  by  telephone  at 
725-4408. 


Did  You  See? 


"You  cant  get  Into  this  parade." 


The  following  editorial  appeared 
in  the  Bay  State  Banner  a  black 
weekly  newspaper  in  Massachusetts, 
on  Agusut  28,  1980. 

In  a  recent  editorial,  WBZ-TV 
came  out  in  support  of  “gay  rights.” 
A  gay  activist,  in  agreement  with 
WBZ’s  position  issued  a  statement 
.comparing  gay  civil  rights  to  the 
black  experience. 

Afro-Americans  are  strangely  tol¬ 
erant  of  this  comparison.  In' fact, 
many  blacks  seem  to  believe  that  we 
are  now  obligated  to  work  for  the 
“civil  rights”  of  all  others  who  come 
forward  with  a  tale  of  social  abuse, 
no  matter  how  invalid.  But  we  pro¬ 
fane  the  memory  of  Martin  Luther 
King  to  tolerate  a  comparison  of  the 
great  movement  he  embodied  with 
the  questionable  demands  of 
homosexuals. 

An  enormous  challenge  of  history 
has  been  how  to  create  a  society  in 
which  humanity  can  enjoy  the  free¬ 
dom  to  develop  as  an  individual’s 
talent  and  ability  may  permit,  while 
at  the  same  time  maintaining  a 
reasonable  level  of  social  order.  The 
problem  has  been  always  that  one 
group  declares  itself  to  be  superior 
to  others.  Those  thought  to  be  in¬ 
ferior  are  impressed  into  the  service 
of  the  others  or  are  considered  to  be 
undeserving  of  the  rights  which 
those  in  power  enjoy. 

The  history  of  Afro-Americans 
has  been  a  classic  case  of  this  per¬ 
verse  social  view.  Africans  were 
brought  here  as  slaves  and  were  forc¬ 
ed  to  live  in  sub-human  conditions. 
They  were  considered  to  be  chattel 
and  not  persons.  To  kill  a  slave  was 
not  murder  but  the  destruction  of 
property.  Slaves  had  no  rights  that 
whites  were  obliged  to  respect.  The 
rationalization  for  this  immoral 
treatment  was  that  the  African  skin 
was  not  white;  therefore,  they  were 
less  than  human. 

Lincoln’s  Emancipation  Proclam¬ 
ation  freed  the  slaves,  but  it  by  no 
means  restored  blacks  to  full  human 
status  before  the  law.  For  another 
100  years,  Nynching  and  other 
physical  abuse  of  blacks  was  com¬ 
mon  in  America.  Blacks  were  denied 
equal  accommodation  in  public 
facilities,  equal  educational  and 
employment  opportunities,  equal 
housing  and  full  voting  rights.  With 
the  passage  of  the  Civil  Rights  Acts 
of  the  Sixties,  Afro-Americans  final¬ 
ly  achieved  legal  parity  with  whites. 

But  the  laws  are  now  just  in 
statute  books  and  not  yet  engraved 
in  men’s  hearts.  Blacks  must  still 
struggle  for  equal  opportunity  in 
America.  The  statistics  on  employ¬ 
ment,  income,  education  and  health 
care  indicate  the  scope  of  the  pro¬ 
blems  that  remain. 

There  is  nothing  in  the  history  of 
the  treatment  of  homosexuals  in 
America  to  compare  with  the  sad 
saga  of  Afro-Americans’  suffering. 
In  fact,  marketing  data  reveal  that 
homosexuals,  on  the  average,  enjoy 
an  affluent  level  of  income  in  this 
country. 

The  moral  force  of  Martin  Luther 
King’s  message  touched  the  soul  of 
America  and  forced  our  nation  to 
change  the  policies  toward  the 
descendants  of  the  African  slaves. 
Make  no  mistake  about  it,  the  moral 
force  of  the  appeal  won  the  day. 

For  some  time  homosexuals  have 
been  trying  to  harness  the  moral 
force  of  the  philosophy  “all  men  are 


created  equal”  to  gain  public  accep¬ 
tance  of  their  perverse  sexuality. 
Blacks  must  not  stand  by  in  silence 
and  permit  our  cause  to  be  defamed. 

Blacks  sacrificed  their  lives  to 
change  a  perverse  social  order.  It 
would  be  absurd  for  blacks,  who 
have  been  so  heroic,  to  accept  meek¬ 
ly  the  false  claims  of  homosexuals 
for  social  approval  of  a  perverse  sex¬ 
ual  morality. 

The  following  letter,  a  response  to 
the  editorial,  appeared  in  the  Banner 
September  11,  1980. 

To  the  Editor: 

The  Banner’s  recent  editorial  en¬ 
titled  “A  Forced  Analogy”  which 
stated  “It  would  be  absurd  for 
blacks,  who  have  been  so  heroic,  to 
accept  meekly  the  false  claims  of 
homosexuals  for  social  approval  of  a 
perverse  sexual  morality,”  must  be 
answered.  The  editorial,  and  the  ac¬ 
companying  cartoon  are  deeply 
offensive  to  me  and  to  many  of  my 
sisters  and  brothers  who  read  the 
paper.  They  assume  that  all  gay  peo¬ 
ple  are  white  and  ignore  the  fact  that 
many  of  us  are  both  black  and  gay, 
and  are  fighting  the  same  bigotry  on 
both  accounts. 

First  of  all,  I  have  worked  for  fif¬ 
teen  years  in  Boston  for  the  rights  of 
my  people  —  black  people.  I  will 
continue  to  do  this,  but  I  am  includ¬ 
ing  all  black  people  in  my  definition 
of  the  black  community  —  gays  and 
straights.  At  least  10%  of  the  black 
population  is  made  up  of  lesbians  or 
gay  men  and  its  time  the  black  press 
recognized  our  contribution.  Many 
diverse  black  people  have  also  been 
gay  —  including  James  Baldwin, 
George  Washington  Carver,  Ed-** 
monia  Lewis  and  Audre  Lorde.  By 
continuing  to  consider  homosex¬ 
uality  “perverse,”  the  Banner  is 
dividing  the  black  commun  ty  and 
participating  in  the  same  kind  of 
bigotry  we  face  from  whites. 

I  have  no  illusions  about  the  gay 
community  in  Boston.  That  com¬ 
munity  is  riddled  with  racism  just  as 
the  straight  community  of  Mayor 
White’s  Boston  is  riddled  with 
racism.  But  the  gay  community  has 
made  serious  strides  over  the  past 
three  years  to  address  racism.  Gay 
Pride  Rallys  always  include  black 
and  Hispanic  people  in  visible  and 
powerful  positions.  Gay  people  have 
supported  the  vigil  for  Levi  Hart  and 
marched  against  racism  in  Greens¬ 
boro.  And,  in  Boston,  the  gay  com¬ 
munity  has  been  seriously  discussing 
racist  attitudes  and  developing  anti¬ 
racist  strategy  for  quite  a  while. 

It’s  time  for  the  black  community 
to  look  at  this  anti-gay  bigotry,  and 
I’m  not  talking  about  white  gay  peo¬ 
ple.  I’m  talking  about  the  bigotry 
that  keeps  black  lesbians  and  black 
gay  men  in  fear  of  losing  their  jobs, 
of  getting  attacked  on  the  streets,  of 
losing  custody  of  our  children  be¬ 
cause  we’re  gay.  We  already  have  to 
worry  about  white  people  attacking 
us  in  this  city  because  we’re  black. 
Now  we  have  to  also  fear  our  black 
sisters  and  brothers  who  attack  us 
because  we’re  gay. 

And  we  are  everywhere  —  in  Rox- 
bury,  Mattapan,  Columbia  Point 
the  South  End,  and  Jamaica  Plain. 
We  live  in  the  same  projects  you  may 
live  in  and  walk  the  same  streets,  and 
go  to  the  same  demonstrations  and 
the  same  health  centers. 

You  may  not  know  it,  but  a  black 
Continuedon  page  13 
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the  mirror  affair 

Dear  Editor: 

I  recently  got  back  from  a  trip  to  West  Ger¬ 
many  and  picked  up  my  GCN  and  was  surprised 
to  see  you  had  a  news  story  from  Hamburg 
about  the  hassles  gay  men  and  lesbians  there  are 
having  with  the  police.  I  was  glad  to  see  the 
story.  The  European  gay  press  is  full  of  reports 
of  gay  news  in  New  Zealand,  Japan,  Australia 
and  all  over.  But  read  the  American  gay  press 
(with  the  exception  of  GCN)  you’d  think  there 
are  no  gay  people  beyond  the  borders  of  the  good 
old  USA. 

I  thought  you  might  be  interested  in  hearing 
what  has  happened  in  Hamburg  since  you  got 
your  last  press  release.  Earlier  this  summer,  as 
your  report  said,  people  were  becoming  increas¬ 
ingly  aware  of  harrassment  and  entrapment  of 
gay  men  by  plainclothes  policemen  in  Hamburg 
and  some  other  large  German  cities.  Consensual 
gay  sex  been  legal  in  Germany  since  1969.  So 
some  gay  activists  became  alarmed  at  this  new 
police  activity.  But  most  of  this  police  activity 
was  directed  against  men  who  seek  sex  in  public 
restrooms  and  in  parks.  As  in  America,  the  vast 
majority  of  gay  men  and  lesbians  in  Germany 
were  not  ready  to  come  to  the  aid  of  toilet 
queens. 

That  began  to  change  June  28  when  several 
thousand  gay  men  and  lesbians  braved 
unseasonably  cool,  and  drizzly  weather  to  turn 
out  for  Hamburg’s  gay  pride  week  parade.  Part¬ 
way  through  the  parade  a  few  people  recognized 
an  unmarked  Volkswagen  van  that  they  had 
often  seen  parked  near  the  cruisier  areas  of 
Hamburg’s  Old  Botanical  Gardens  and  the 
Esplanade.  Inside  the  van  there  were  men  taking 
photographs  of  people  in  the  parade.  Could 
these  be  the  policemen  the  toilet  queens  had  been 
harping  about? 

The  parade  swarmed  around  the  van,  forcing 
it  to  stop.  Marchers  demanded  to  know  who  was 
in  the  van  and  why  they  were  taking  pictures. 
One  man  in  the  van  was  obviously  radioing  for 
help.  The  marchers  demanded  the  film  from  the 
cameras  .  Before  long,  police  reinforcemnts  with 
riot  sticks  and  chemical  mace  arrived  to  rescue 
the  van,  which  inded,  was  a  police  vehicle. 

The  Hamburg  gay  community  seethed  for  two 
days.  The  on  the  night  of  June  30,  a  group  of  gay 
men  and  lesbians,  accompanied  by  press  photo¬ 
graphers,  converged  on  the  men’s  restroom 
in  busy  Jungfernstieg  subway  station*  a  place 
where  toilet  queens  claimed  plainclothesmen  sat 
behind  a  one-way  mirror  to  entrap  gay  men.  One 
activist  smashed  the  mirror,  really  expecting  to 
see  nothing  but  a  blank  wall  behind  it.  Instead, 
there  was  a  small  room  and  a  startled  officer  who 
ran  out  when  the  glass  rained  in  on  him.  That 
night  the  group  of  men  and  women  smashed  mir¬ 
rors  in  a  dozen  other  places.  Photographers 
recorded  the  whole  thing. 

gay  legislation 

Dear  Editor: 

During  the  1979-80  academic  year,  the  primary 
objective  of  the  Massachusetts  Teachers  Associa¬ 
tion  Gay  Rights  Caucus  was  to  secure  the  passage 
of  gay  civil  rights  legislation.  At  first,  the  Caucus 
made  an  effort  to  get  appointments  with  two 
State  Senators,  Walter  J.  Boverini  and  Robert  C. 
Buell,  who  had  previously  voted  against  gay  civil 
rights.  Appointments  were  not  granted  with  the 
Senators  or  with  aides  nor  would  anyone  in 
either  office  even  return  phone  calls. 

In  order  to  proceed  in  some  fashion  the  Cau¬ 
cus  sent  letters  to  the  other  State  Senators  who 
had  previously  voted  against  the  bills.  They  were 
asked  to  support  gay  civil  rights  legislation  in  the 
current  session  and  to  write  a  letter  to  the  Caucus 
that  could  be  shared  with  Caucus  members  in 
their  district.  Five  letters  were  received  and  the 
following  State  Senators  did  not  send  letters  in 
response  to  the  request  of  the  Caucus:  Anna  P. 
Buckely,  Francis  D.  Doris,  Mary  D.  Fonseca, 
Robert  M.  Hunt,  Arthur  J.  Lewis  Jr.,  David  H. 
Locke,  Francis  X.  McCann,  John  F.  Parker, 
Joseph  B.  Walsh,  and  Stanley  J.  Zarod. 

The  Massachusetts  Teachers  Association  Gay 
Rights  Caucus  recommends  that  all  people  who 
support  the  rights  of  lesbian  and  gay  people  with¬ 
hold  their  votes  from  these  State  Senators  by 
voting  for  their  opposition  or  by  writing  in  the 
name  of  a  well  known  lesbian  or  gay  person.  The 
latter  is  recommended  as  much  more  effective 
than  not  voting. 

Yours  truly, 

Thomas  E.  Hutchinson,  Spokesperson,  MTA 
Gay  Rights  Caucus 


Reminder 

Bylines/Datelines 

In  August  1979,  in  response  to  suggestions 
from  our  readers,  we  developed  the  following 
policy:  datelines  appear  in  all  news  stories  to 
identify  immediately  the  location  of  a  news 
event.  Bylines  (such  as  “By  Lisa  Nussbaum”) 
indicate  that  the  writer  filed  the  story  from 
the  city  in  which  it  took  place.  In  the  case  that 
the  story  is  written  in  a  city  other  than  the  one 
indicated  by  the  dateline,  we  use  the  words 
“Compiled  by.” 


Hamburg  is  the  center  of  West  Germany’s 
publishing  industry.  The  next  day  the  “Mirror 
Affair”  was  front-page  news  nationwide.  News¬ 
papers,  radio  and  TV  condemned  the  Hamburg 
police  for  their  “excessive  force”  in  rescuing  the 
VW  van  and  demanded  to  know  why  taxpayer 
money  was  being  used  to  spy  on  people  in  rest¬ 
rooms.  Hamburgs’  monthly  magazine,  similar  to 
Boston  or  New  York  magazines  in  the  US, 
published  a  cover  story  written  by  a  gay  man. 
Accompanying  the  story  was  an  interview  with  a 
gay  activist  who  is  running  for  parliament  in  this 
fall’s  elections.  He  was  one  of  the  main  people 
wielding  hammers  on  the  night  of  June  30. 

In  the  days  that  followed,  it  was  discovered 
that  most  of  the  one-way  spy  rooms  had  been 
constructed  in  the  mid-1970s  —  long  after  the 
law  against  consensual  gay  sex  had  been  repeal¬ 
ed.  Hamburg’s  police  chief  said  the  city  senate 
had  ordered  the  action  against  “unsavory 
characters  who  seek  out  sex  in  public  places.” 
Chagrined  city  senators  insisted  the  police  had 
acted  on  their  own,  without  authority.  The  police 
chief  also  claimed  that  there  was  no  record  file  of 
“offenders”  caught  in  the  restrooms.  But  he 
later  admitted  that  “first-time  offenders”  were 
only  reprimanded,  while  “repeat  offenders”  got 
stiff  fines  and  citations  prohibiting  them  from 
using  public  restrooms.  How  do  you  identify  a 
“repeat  offender”  unless  you  have  a  record  of 
the  previous  “offense?”  It  all  conjured  up 
memories  of  the  “pink  lists”  the  Nazis  duirng 
the  1920s  and  early  1930s,  lists  of  names  and 
addresses  that  were  later  used  in  the  effort  to  rid 
German  society  of  “deranged  sex  deviates.” 
That  effort  was  pretty  successful  in  crushing  the 
German  gay  rights  movement  that  had  been 
launched  in  1870  when  the  anti-gay  penal  code 
provision  was  adopted.  It  was  that  provision 
which  was  repealed  in  1969,  but  which  appar¬ 
ently  still  lives  on  in  spirit  among  law  enforce¬ 
ment  officials  in  some  German  cities. 

But  Hamburg’s  “Mirror  Affair”  has  come  to 
a  happy  ending,  at  least  for  now.  The  city  senate, 
facing  a  general  election  in  October,  has  issued 
abject  apologies  and  pledges  to  protect  the  rights 
of  all  citizens.  The  police  face  the  threat  of 
reorganization.  And  gay  people  by  the  hundreds 
have  “come  out”  to  work  in  civil  rights  groups. 
Corny  Littmann,  the  activist  running  for  parlia¬ 
ment,  now  has  a  fighting  chance  for  election  this 
fall.  Three  months  ago  he  was  unkown  outside 
the  gay  activist  community.  Now  there’s  hardly  a 
person  in  West  Germany  who  hasn’t  heard  his 
name  or  seen  his  picture  smashing  mirrors  and 
chasing  startled  plainclothes  officers. 

It’s  all  rather  encouraging. 

Sincerely, 

Ernest  Gill 
Somerville,  MA 

health  care 

Dear  Editor, 

The  United,  an  organization  of  lesbians,  gay 
men  and  their  supporters  in  Madison,  Wisconsin 
is  implementing  a  health  care  project  to  assess 
the  health  care  needs  and  to  change  practices, 
policies  and  procedures  that  inhibit  the  delivery 
of  quality  health  care  to  our  community.  The 
project  received  funding  from  the  City  of  Madi¬ 
son  Human  Services  Department  and  will  con¬ 
tinue  through  December,  1980.  At  that  point  the 
future  of  the  project  will  depend  on  the  avail¬ 
ability  of  funds.  To  the  best  of  our  knowledge 
this  is  the  first  project  of  its  kind  in  the  country. 

The  project  is  comprised  of  four  parts:  health 
care  needs  assessment  of  the  lesbian  and  gay 
community,  policy  review  and  revision,  educa¬ 
tion  and  advocacy.  In  the  initial  stages  of  the 
project  a  needs  assessment  questionnaire  was 
widely  distributed  throughout  Madison’s  lesbian 
and  gay  community  in  an  effort  to  locate  and 
identify  the  health  care  needs  of  the  community 
as  well  as  identify  the  potentially  discriminating 
aspects  of  the  “traditional”  health  care  system. 
The  results  of  the  questionnaire  illustrated  cases, 
of  both  overt  and  covert  discrimination.  The 
most  pointed  example  of  overt  discrimination 
resulted  in  denial  of  treatment.  Covert  discrimi¬ 
nation,  although  more  difficult  to  pinpoint,  was 
also  reported  primarily  with  respect  to  the 
heterosexist  assumptions  inherent  in  the  delivery 
of  patient  care.  The  fact  that  women  are  rou¬ 
tinely  asked  prior  to  receiving  treatment  whether 
or  not  they  are  on  birth  control  clearly  illustrates 
this  bias. 

The  policy  component  of  the  project  focuses 
on  hospital  policies  that  assume  a  conventional 
definition  of  the  family.  This  poses  a  particular 
problem  with  intensive  care  unit  policies  which 
restrict  visitation,  in  most  cases,  to  “family” 
members.  As  a  result,  the  rights  of  lesbian  and 
gay  patients  and  their  significant  others  may  be 
denied.  The  United  Health  Care  Project  has  been 
requesting  area  hospitals  to  adopt  the  phrase 
“significant  other(s)”  to  their  intensive  care  unit 
visitation  policies  to  address  this  issue.  In  addi¬ 
tion,  the  inclusion  of  “sexual  orientation”  in  the 
Patients’  Bill  of  Rights  has  also  been  requested. 

The  information  gathered  from  the  needs  as¬ 
sessment  highlighted  a  lack  of  appropriate  edu¬ 
cation  among  health  care  workers  regarding 
homosexuality,  thus  perpetuating  the  existence 
of  homophobic  attitudes  and  practices.  In  re- 


Cincinnati  lives 

Dear  GCN, 

When  Walter  Williams  of  the  Greater 
Cincinnati  Gay  Coalition  (GCGC)  and  Mike 
Blevins  of  the  newly  opened  disco  “Just 
Friends”  went  on  local  television  to  present 
$2,000  raised  during  a  Labor  Day  Weekend 
Carnival  to  benefit  the  Muscular  Dystrophy 
Telethon,  Gays  and  Lesbians  of  Cincinnati  were 
able  to  look  back  at  what  has  been  a  year  of 
considerable  accomplishment.  Gay/Lesbian 
Pride  Week  was  marked  by  the  biggest  rally  in 
the  state  of  Ohio  as  well  as  by  a  full  week  of 
special  events.  On  a  day  to  day  basis,  there  has 
been  such  an  increase  in  the  number  of  special 
groups  and  activities  the  GCGC  and  the  other 
groups -meed  to  be  very  careful  so  as  not  to 
schedule  serious  time  conflicts.  The  commumity 
newspaper  “The  Yellow  Page”  has  increased 
from  two  to  twelve  pages  and  is  turning  a  profit. 
Gays  and  Lesbians  with  problems  can  now 
benefit  from  professional  quality  counseling, 
help  lines,  and  rap  groups  as  well  as  a  liaison 
committee  with  the  City  Health  Department  — 
all  of  which  were  not  available  one  year'  ago. 
Because  of  this  increase  in  activities,  the  opening 
of  a  Gay/Lesbian  Community  Center  is  being 
planned. 

Work  needs  to  be  done  on  improving  relations 
with  local  governments.  Mayor  Kenneth  Black- 
well  of  Cincinnati  did  much  damage  when  he 
refused  to  sign  a  proclamation  endorsing 
Gay/Lesbian  Pride  Week  and  publicly  denied  the 
community  status  as  a  bona  fide  minority  group. 
This  move  —  unusual  for  a  black  mayor  — 
breaks  precedents  set  by  former  mayors  Bobbie 
Stern  and  Gerald  Springer  who  had  signed 
similar  proclamations.  Fortunately,  in  this  case, 
Cincinnati  mayors  serve  a  one  year  term,  are 
members  of  city  council,  and  fill  largely 
ceremonial  functions.  The  real  problem  is 
County  Prosecutor  Simon  Leis  (of  Larry 
Flynt/Hustler  fame),  who  has  made  a  career  of 
sexual  repression.  He  is  up  for  re-election  this 
fall. 

Gay  students  at  Miami  University  of  Oxford, 
Ohio  (a  state  school)  are  commencing  legal 
action  against  the  universtiy  for  denying  their 
campus  organization  —  Miami  Advocates  of 
Gay  Liberation  —  funding. 

Thirteen  gays  were  arrested  in  Shillitos,  a 
suburban  department  store,  for  “sexual 
activities”  in  the  restroom. 

The  events  of  recent  months,  as  well  as  others, 
are  convincing  Cincinnati  Gays  and  Lesbians 
that  more  action  is  needed  in  the  political  arena. 
They  feel  that  if  money  and  votes  talk,  they  can 
organize  both  to  be  heard  in  the  right  places. 
Sincerely, 

Ted  Good 
Cincinnati,  OH 


sponse  to  this  problem  inservice  workshops  have 
been  designed  and  presented  to  area  hospitals 
and  clinics.  The  workshops  emphasize  demyth- 
ologizing  the  gay/lesbian  patient,  sensitizing 
practitioners  to  key  issues  and  encouraging  them 
to  explore  their  own  attitudes  concerning 
sexuality. 

Because  of  the  oftentimes  intimidating  atmo¬ 
sphere  of  the  traditional  health  care  delivery 
system  an  advocacy  program  has  been  designed. 
This  service  will  be  provided  by  and  for  gay  men 
and  lesbians  at  their  request.  Adovcates  will  be 
trained  to  assist  the  health  care  consumer  in 
several  different  ways.  Developing  strategies, 
formulating  questions,  providing  financial 
information  and  accompanying  the  consumer  to 
the  visit  are  among  the  services  advocates  can 
provide.  Self-advocacy  is  the  ultimate  goal  of 
this  type  of  service. 

Educating  our  community  has  also  been  a 
project  focus.  In  September  we  will  be  cospon¬ 
soring  a  forum  on  preventive  health  care  for  gay 
men  and  lesbians  in  conjuction  with  a  local  com¬ 
munity  health  center.  The  forum  will  concentrate 
on  issues  specific  to  our  community  and  will 
include  a  discussion  on  how  to  deal  with  the 
heterosexist  attitudes  and  practices  prevalent 
throughout  the  traditional  health  care  system. 
We  will  also  educate  the  participants  about  their 
rights  as  patients  and  thus,  encourage  them  to  act 
as  their  own  advocate. 

A  Lesbian  and  Gay  Health  Care  Workers  Alli¬ 
ance  has  also  been  organized  to  offer  support  for 
those  working  in  the  oftentimes  alienating  hos¬ 
pital  environment.  The  organization  functions  as 
a  support  group  at  present  and  hopes  to  expand 
its  goals  in  the  future.  We  see  the  support  group 
as  providing  advocacy  from  within  the  system, 
thus  helping  to  insure  the  needs  of  the  les- 
bian/gay  patient  are  met. 

The  United  Health  Care  Project  is  strongly 
committed  to  the  availability  of  quality  health 
care  to  the  lesbian  and  gay  community.  It  is  with 
this  aspiration  in  mind  that  we  are  eager  to  share 
our  project  with  our  community  throughout  the 
country.  For  more  information  contact: 

Ann  Berner 
Shelley  Cohen 

The  United  Health  Care  Project 
306  North  Brooks  Street 
Madison,  Wisconsin  53715 
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bozo  award 

Dear  GCN 

Every  Saturday  we  run  to  our  mailbox,  rip 
open  our  plain  brown  wrapper  and  turn  immed¬ 
iately  to  Community  Voices,  aching  for  contro¬ 
versy  and  searching  for  the  perfect  example  of 
self-righteous  buffoonery.  Last  week’s  Patriar¬ 
chal  Bozo  Award  goes  to  Randy  Perlson,  yet 
another  in  a  long  series  of  fags  (excuse  us ,gay 
men )  decrying  their  loss  of  male  privilege.  This 
chorus  of  baritone  voices  warns  of  a  vast  dyke 
conspiracy  to  wrest  the  Gay  Pride  Parade  and  the 
pages  of  GCN  from  “us  gay  people.”  Randy, 
honey,  gay  is  not  synonymous  with  male.  As 
faggots  we  are  worried  by  the  assumption  that 
GCN  is  for  men  only,  the  “Mother  Dyke” 
shouldn’t  have  a  voice  in  the  paper.  The  strength 
and  support  we  have  seen  in  the  lesbian  com¬ 
munity  should  be  celebrated  not  obliterated. 

Come  join  us  next  year,  Randy,  as  we  proudly 
march  in  the  back  of  the  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride 
Parade. 

Love  and  kisses, 

Keith  Loris 
Seth  Frohman 
Michael  Wilson 
Richard  Knisily 

Boystown 
Somerville,  MA 

P.S.  What’s  wrong  with  sucking  toes? 


moral  majority? 

Dear  Editor, 

Today  I  read  in  one  of  the  Boston  papers  that 
the  Moral  Majority  is  gathering  steam  with  a 
voter  registration  campaign  and  alliance  with 
conservatives. 

I  read  two  of  their  newspapers  and  went 
through  one  article  captioned:  “Victory  Over 
Gay  Rights.”  Another  article  against  ERA  had  a 
similar  title. 

I  certainly  believe  in  morality  and  concerned 
citizenship  but  I  don’t  want  these  biased, 
uninformed,  emotional  people  legislating  what  I 
choose  to  do  in  the  privacy  of  my  own  home. 

I  haven’t  been  very  happy  with  the  gay  life 
which  so  resembles  “swinging  singles”  in  the 
straight  life,  but  I  am  gay,  like  it  or  not,  and  I 
don’t  need  to  justify  that  to  the  government. 
Let’s  get  to  work.  Show  ’em  we’re  human. 
Sincerely, 

Name  Withheld 
Melrose,  MA 


in  jest? 

Dear  Editor, 

In  response  to  the  letter  written  about  the 
“sinful,  disgusting”  practices  of  sadomaso- 
chists,  I  would  like  to  say  that  it  sounds  like  the 
condemnation  and  contempt  towards  these 
people  is  voiced  very  much  in  a  similar  fashion  to 
the  fascist  attitudes  of  the  public  towards  homo¬ 
sexuals.  It  is  true  that  many  ignorant,  indoc¬ 
trinated  heterosexists  equate  homosexuality  with 
S&M,  but  do  we  need  to  bring  that  same  type  of 
self-righteous,  close-minded  attitude  into  the 
lesbian  and  gay  community?  Personally,  I  am  a 
person  who  would  never  practice  S&M. 

I  feel  that  S&M  is  a  problem  because  it  does 
indeed  influence  attitudes  about  violence 
towards  other  individuals  when  used  in  porno¬ 
graphy  or  when  publicized  explicitly.  My  point 
is,  that  speaking  about  your  fantasies  about 
what  to  do  with  practices  of  S&M  not  only 
defeats  the  purpose,  but  also  puts  you  in  the 
position  of  sadist  and  possibly  encourages  the 
imaginatins  of  masochists.  I  am  wondering  what 
the  S&Mers  feel  about  all  the  open  attacks? 

I  also  found  the  letters  about  the  “ignorance 
of  blissful  children”  totally  revolting.  Not  only 
were  the  letters  denying  the  ability  of  young 
people  to  think  about  such  issues,  but  they  also 
justified  the  sheltering  of  young  people  from 
such  issues?  How  dare  you  make  the  assumption 
that  “pre-pubes”  do  not  have  the  maturity  to 
have  preferences.  I  enjoy  stating  the  fact  that 
young  people  indeed  know  what  they  want  and 
need  but  we  are  never  given  the  patience  and  a 
good  listening  ear!  Young  people  are  intelligent 
and  can  converse  clearly  and  coherently  unless 
they’ve  been  hurt  a  lot  which  is  most  of  the  time, 
but  give  us  the  understanding  and  we  will  tell  it 
like  it  is! 

The  need  for  parents  to  abuse  their  children 
just  points  out  their  insecurity  about  their  power. 
It  also  denies  young  people  the  right  to  live  as  the 
humans  that  they  are. 

If  these  letters  were  in  jest,  then  I  fail  to  see  the 
humor.  These  are  all  serious  issues  about  the 
human  rights  of  all  individuals  of  all  ages  and 
races! 

Sincerely, 

PW 

a  young  black  lesbian  feminists 
Lexington,  MA 


Dear  GCN 

Although  the  Gay  Patrol  in  the  Fenway  Vic¬ 
tory  Gardens  has  ceased  to  function,  I  think  it  is 
important  to  publicly  acknowledge  those  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  community  who  unselfishly  gave  of 
their  time  and  themselves  in  order  to  protect  their 
cruising  brothers.  These  men  consistently  strug¬ 
gled,  throughout  the  ten  weeks  that  the  patrol 
existed  and  at  the  risk  of  personal  danger  —  to 
defend  our  community’s  right  to  assemble  and 
freely  express  itself. 

Specifically  I  want  to  thank:  Brian  for 
donating  every  weekend  this  summer  to  the 
patrol,  Phil  who  was  the  recipient  of  harassing 
phone  calls  and  death  threats  when  his  phone 
number  was  released  as  an  informational  source. 
Special  thanks  to  Dee  who  handled  scheduling 
and  general  organization  of  the  patrol.  Also, 
thanks  to  Regency  Baths  owner  Jim  Mitchell  and 
John  from  the  neighborhood,  for  their  dona¬ 
tions  of  walki-talkies  which  promoted  greater 
protection  for  the  men  using  the  park.  Finally,  to 
all  of  the  men  of  the  patrol:  Mike,  Russell, 
Ronnie,  George,  David,  Dan,  Lenny,  Ismael  and 
others;  thank  you.  Your  efforts  were  noble  and 
your  presence  will  be  sorely  missed. 

Don  Babets 
Co-Chair 

Fenway  Lesbian  and  Gay  Alliance 
Boston,  MA 


swp 

Dear  Friends, 

As  spokespeople  for  the  Lesbian/Gay  Moni¬ 
toring  Group  and  ex-members  of  the  Socialist 
Workers  Party,  we  just  want  to  briefly  remark 
on  the  article  concerning  the  forced  resignation 
of  a  transsexual  member  from  the  SWP  (see 
GCN,  Vol.  8,  No.  8). 

So  there  is  no  confusion,  we  did  not  wish  to 
imply  that  anti-gay  bigotry  is  somehow  unique  to 
the  working  class.  Actually,  the  debate  in  the 
SWP  was  to  demand  that  the  fight  against  les- 
bian/gay  oppression  also  be  taken  up  inside  the 
key  industrial  unions  that  the  SWP  was  sending 
its  members  into.  It  was  realized  that  it’s  one  of 
the  main  and  important  social  arenas  still  to  see  a 
major  “coming  out”  of  our  brothers  and  sisters. 

It  was  the  SWP’s  capitulation  to  those  back¬ 
ward  elements  both  within  its  own  organization 
and  the  unions  that  was  challenged  and  lost  to 
before  the  1979  convention.  Coming  out  on  the 
job  was  held  to  be  non-political  and  even  could 
lead  to  “petit-bourgeois  lifestylism,”  whatever 
they  really  mean  by  that. 

It’s  important  to  note  too,  that  the  New  York 
City  SWP  leadership  originally  contemplated  the 
resignation  of  the  transsexual  member  last  year 
but  since  the  internal  fight  was  already  being 
waged  they  decided  too  hold  off  on  it  than  rather 
give  credibility  to  those  already  aware  of  their 
real  concerns  about  our  oppression  and  those 
issues  related  to  it. 

In  solidarity, 

Steve  Forgione 
Kurt  Hill 
New  York,  NY 


the  good  bad  old 
days 

Dear  Editor: 

That  Iranian  gays  are  now  shot  in  Iran,  if 
caught,  is  known.  In  1881  Richard  Burton  —  the 
Victorian,  not  the  Elizabeth  Taylor  ex  —  said  in 
the  Terminal  Essay  to  his  translation  of  the 
Arabian  Nights  about  Persian  homosexuality: 

An  illustration  of  the  penchant  is  told  at 
Shiraz  concerning  a  certain  Mujtahid,  the 
head  of  the  Shilah  creed,  corresponding  with  a 
prince-archbishop  in  Europe.  A  friend  once 
said  to  him: 

“There  is  a  question  I  would  fain  address  to 
your  Eminence  but  I  lack  the  daring'todoiso.” 
“Ask  and  fear  not,r”repliedthe  Divine.  “It  is 
this,  O  Mujtahid!  Figure  thee  in  a  garden  of 
roses  and  hyacinths  with  the  evening  breeze 
waving  the  cypress  heads,  a  fair  youth  of 
twenty  sitting  by  thy  side  and  the  assurance  of 
perfect  privacy.  What,  prithee,  would  be  the 
result?”  The  holy  man  bowed  the  chin  of 
doubt  upon  the  collar  of  meditation;  and,  too 
honest  to  lie  presently  whispered,  “Allah  def¬ 
end  me  from  such  temptation  of  Satan!” 
Burton  also  explains  the  meaning  in  Isfahan  of 
the  saying,  “ Zin  o  takaltu  tu  bi-bar,"  and  the 
story  of  the  evil  old  governor  of  Bushire  and  his 
behavior  with  champagne,  both  of  which  anec¬ 
dotes  will  not  be  repeated  here  since  they  would 
shock  your  readers  profoundly.  And  the  present- 
day  Iranian  fundamentalists,  too  of  course.  A 
pity  that  those  good  bad  old  days  seem  gone 
forever. 

Yours  truly, 

Jordan  G.  Lee 
San  Francisco,  CA 


Dear  Community  Voices: 

I  would  like  to  comment  on  Patricia  GoPaul’s 
letter  (9/13/80)  on  blatancy  vs.  being  in  the 
closet.  I  have  sympathy  with  Ms.  GoPaul’s  con¬ 
cerns  about  people  being  pressured  to  come  out 
too  quickly,  for  the  wrong  reasons,  or  indiscrim¬ 
inately,  but  I  think  her  argument  is  based  on  a 
number  of  interlocking  issues  which  bear  closer 
examination. 

(1)  Blatancy  vs.  Discretion.  Blatancy  is  a  term 
which  is  used  in  highly  idiosyncratic  and  self- 
serving  ways,  usually  based  on  homophobia.  For 
instance,  one  person  may  reserve  the  term  for 
gay  men  who  wear  drag  in  public,  another  for  a 
same-sex  couple  holding  hands  on  the  street, 
another  for  lesbians  and  gay  men  marching  in 
political  parades,  another  for  anyone  who  refers 
to  a  lover  instead  of  using  some  heterosexualized 
or  euphemistic  expression  like  “the  person  I’m 
dating.”  Blatancy  is  a  term  frequently  used  by 
straights  who  want  to  avoid  dealing  with  us,  who 
want  to  keep  us  invisible  and  therefore  disunited 
and  powerless  to  make  change  in  our  society.  I 
think  it  incumbent  upon  us  to  be  very  careful  in 
our  thinking  about  our  own  use  of  such  a  con¬ 
cept.  There  is  room  for  disagreement  about 
whether  various  particular  forms  of  so-called 
blatant  behavior  are  advisable  in  terms  of  pol¬ 
itical  tactics,  e.g.,  whether  they  will  advance  the 
cause  of  gay  rights,  or  will  backfire.  But  this  is 
quite  a  different  matter  from  the  one  indicated 
by  Ms.  GoPaul,  who  seems  to  identify  with  the 
(usually  straight)  people  who  find  open  expres¬ 
sions  of  homosexualtiy  an  affront. 

As  for  “discretion,”  it  is  certainly  true  that 
people  are,  to  put  it  crudely,  entitled  to  protect 
their  asses.  On  the  other  hand,  a  glance  at  the 
personal  ads  in,  say  the  Boston  Phoenix  reveals 
that  “discreet”  means  secretive.  Perhaps  a 
blanket  statement  cannot  be  made  as  to  whether 
this  wish  for  secrecy  betokens  actual  threat 
and/or  feeling  ashamed  of  being  gay.  But,  in  this 
society,  it  would  be  very  surprising  if  there 
weren’t  a  goodly  portion  of  the  latter. 

(2)  Right  to  Privacy  vs.  Politics  of  Disclosure. 
It  is  cerainly  true  that  the  entire  coming  out 
process  is  a  matter  of  individual  rights  and 
responsibilities.  It  would  be  nice  if  we  could 
escape  conflict  —  or  at  least  reduce  conflict  to 
purely  internal,  psychological,  individual  issues 
instead  of  having  to  look  at  the  political  impact 
of  our  individual  behaviors.  But  it  is  precisely 
because  of  our  society’s  homophobia  that  we 
cannot  afford  to  neglect  the  social  and  political 
character  of  the  coming  out  process.  The  un¬ 
happy  fact  which  Ms.  GoPaul  —  and  most  of  us, 
at  one  time  or  another  —  wants  to  avoid  is  that, 
in  the  short  run,  when  dealing  with  rampant 
prejudice,  there  is  no  way  to  win;  one  deals,  as  it 
were,  with  cutting  losses  rather  that  maximizing 
gains.  For  example,  Ms.  GoPaul  says  that  to 
focus  on  one’s  sexuality  other  than  as  a  response 
to  accusation  is  to  imply  that  there  is  something 
wrong  with  it.  Perhaps  so.  But  it  is  at  least 
equally  true  that  to  hand  the  terms  of  the  dis¬ 
cussion  over  to  people  who  want  to  avoid  the 
topic  altogether,  by  keeping  oneself  in  a  purely 
reactive  position,  is  personally  and  politically 
self-defeating  and  makes  a  similar  negative  state¬ 
ment  about  self.  It  is  a  matter  of  which  of  such 
approaches  is  the  least  costly  to  gay  people,  in 
both  the  short  and  long  runs. 

(3)  Sex  vs.  Love.  Here  I  think  Ms.  GoPauul 
brings  to  our  attention  an  extremely  important 
point,  while  in  part  succumbing  to  the  very  di¬ 
chotomy  she  resists  having  foisted  upon  us.  It  is 
true  that,  even  in  the  gay  —  especially  the  male 
gay  —  movement,  the  sexual,  as  opposed  to  the 
relational,  aspects  of  our  lives  are  overstressed.  I 
believe  this  is  a  result  of  oppression  and  the  still 
fundamentally  antisexual  attitudes  of  our  so- 
called  liberated  society.  Again,  we  must  realize 
that  we  are  caught  in  a  temporary  no-win  pos¬ 
ition  here,  and  must  recognize  that  only  by  seeing 
the  dynamic,  dialectical  nature  of  social  change 
over  time  can  we  find  a  measure  of  psychological 
equilibrium  during  our  struggles.  Society  not 
only  defines  us  in  purely  sexual  terms  (a  defin¬ 
ition  we  must  transcend),  it  also  is  against  all 
sexuality  (an  attitude  we  must  strive  to  change). 
This  means  that  if  we  adopt  the  definition,  we 
lose:  we  are  much  more  than  our  sexuality;  and  if 
we  reject  the  definition  in  the  manner  Ms. 
GoPaul  does,  by  emphasizing  love  at  the  expense 
of  sex,  we  lose:  we  are  different,  and  this  society 
has  great  difficulty  handling  even  heter- 
osexualtiy,  as  well  as  differences  of  any  signif¬ 
icant  sort  (cf.  the  “melting  pot”  theory  and  the 
problems  of  blacks  being  pressured  to  become 
‘chocolate-colored  whites”). 

The  great  emotional  and  conceptual  task 
before  us  is  to  find  a  humanly  meanigful  integ¬ 
ration  of  our  sexuality  and  the  rest  of  our  lives, 
without  shortchanging  either  in  the  development 
of  our  self-definitions  as  gay  people.  In  my 
experience,  gay  men  tend  to  overrate  the  purely 


sexual,  and  lesbians  the  purely  relational.  This  is 
in  keeping  with  our  sex-role  social  conditioning, 
which  has  an  insidious  way  of  creeping  into  the 
diverse  current  concepts  of  political  correctness. 
The  lesson  I  take  from  this  state  of  affairs  is  that 
it  is  essential  for  the  entire  community  to  work 
together  to  mine  the  richest  possible  veins  of 
ideas,  attitudes,  and  strategies.  Periodic 
separitsm  of  (various  sorts)  may  be  essential  to 
our  unfolding  historical  process,  but  I  believe  we 
have  entered  a  collective  phase  where  synthesis  is 
desirable  and  necessary. 

(4)  Bedroom  Homosexulity  vs.  Lifestyle 
Homosexualtiy.  It  is,  of  course,  a  matter  of 
considerable  dispute,  in  both  gay  and  nongay 
circles,  as  to  whether  sexual  orientation  is,  can 
be,  or  should  be  a  “private”  matter.  The 
question  has  generated  a  great  deal  of  political 
rhetoric,  and  even  some  social  scientific  research. 
I  believe  two  important  reference  points  are  use¬ 
ful  here:  differences  between  heterosexuality  and 
homosexuality  as  sexual  orientations,  i.e.,  dis¬ 
crimination;  and  the  lessons  which  can  be  taken 
from  other  minorities. 

(a)  I  think  most  us  us,  whether  political 
activists  or  avowedly  apolitical,  believe  that 
homosexualtiy  should  be  accorded  equal  status 
with  heterosexuality  in  terms  of  legal  protections 
and  social  acceptance.  It  is  a  quite  mistaken 
notion,  however,  that  heterosexuals  keep  their 
sexual  orientation  private.  They  may  keep  cer¬ 
tain  sexual  behaviors  or  relationships  private  (or 
“discreet”),  but  open  expressions  of  both 
heterosexual  attraction  and  affection  are  ubi¬ 
quitous  and,  within  fairly  generous  bounds 
socially  accepted.  It  is  simply  not  true  that 
straights  restrict  their  heterosexuality  to  the 
bedroom.  To  argue  that  gay  people  should  do  so 
is  to  accept  discrimination.  It  is  important  to  be 
clear  with  oneself  what  causes  one  to  be  espe¬ 
cially  circumspect  with  respect  to  one’s  sexual 
orientation.  Some  of  it  is  fear,  some  is  lack  of 
self-acceptance  by  adopting  the  double  standard 
frequently  championed  even  by  “liberal” 
straights.  Heterosexualtiy  is  not  a  single,  but 
rather  a  group  of  lifestyles.  The  same  is  true  of 
homosexuality.  I  think  many  lesbians  and  gay 
men,  when  they  insist  that  their  sexual  orien¬ 
tation  is  not  a  lifestyle,  are  in  fact  reacting  to 
perceived  pressure  to  adopt  some  particular  gay 
lifestyle.  It  is  important  not  to  overreact  to 
pressure  from  within  the  gay  community  at  the 
expense  of  a  careful  assessment  of  the  oppression 
coming  from  outside,  which  can  so  easily  team 
up  with  one’s  own  unresolved  issues  about  one’s 
sexuality  and  sexual  orientation. 

(b)  The  point  is  further  underscored  by  com¬ 
parison  with  the  situation  of  other 
minorities. Striking  parallels  exist  between  the 
hisorical  positions  of  gays  and  Jews.  Both  have 
experienced  centuries  of  persecution  and  have 
had  to  define  themselves  in  large  measure  in  rel¬ 
ation  to  their  oppressors  and  their  oppressors’ 
images  of  them  (see  Sartre’s  excellent  little  book, 
Anti-Semite  and  Jew).  Both  are  in  the  position  of 
being  able  to  hide  their  true  identities  —  to 
“pass.”  And  both  allegedly  “could  change  if 
they  really  wanted  to.”  Under  these  circum¬ 
stances,  to  say  that  to  be  Jewish  is  merely  to 
practice  a  certain  religion  in  the  privacy  of  one’s 
home  or  synagogue  is  a  dreadful  misperception, 
one  which  is  shared  by  few  Jews  and  fewer  anti- 
Semites. 

It  is  closer  to  the  admittedly  complex  elusive 
truth  to  say  that  being  Jewish  is  a  significant 
component  of  a  Jew’s  self-definition,  and  inc¬ 
ludes  a  variety  of  religious,  moral,  historical, 
political,  and  psychological  attitudes,  defin¬ 
itions,  perspectives,  values,  ideas.  Shakespeare 
has  the  Merchant  of  Venice  call  for  attention  to 
the  underlying  human  condition  of  Jew  and  gen¬ 
tile  —  “Hath  not  a  Jew  eyes?”  etc.  —  but  it  is 
also  the  case  that  to  be  a  Jew  is  to  be  different. 

The  extent  and  quality  of  difference  is  enorm¬ 
ously  varied,  across  cultures,  eras,  and  individ¬ 
uals.  There  is  not  one  “Jewish  lifestyle.”  But  the 
dilemma  of  the  Jew  is  to  emphasize  commonality 
to  minimize  irrational  fear  and  hatred,  while  yet 
preserving  difference  to  protect  one’s  identity 
and  integrity.  I  think  it  is  the  same  with  gay 
people.  There  is  no  way  out  of  the  dilemma;  the 
question  is  how  we  will  choose,  individually  and 
collectively,  to  grapple  with  it.  Homosexualtiy 
may  not  be  a  lifestyle,  but  it  is  surely  a  lifestyle, 
and  therefore  in  part  a  political,  issue.  There  is 
room  for  a  great  deal  of  diversity  in  what  we 
“come  forth”  or  ’’come  out”  with  —  indeed, 
diversity  is  the  point  —  but  I  think  it  a  great 
illusion  that,  as  a  group,  we  can  or  should  use  the 
issues  of  privacy  or  individual  choice  to  block 
our  recognition  of  the  social,  and  therefore 
personal,  significance  and  necessity  of  “coming 
out  of  the  closet.” 

Joel  D.  Hencken 
Boston,  MA 


GCN  welcomes  letters  to  “Community  Voices.”  If  at  all  possible,  your  letters  should  be 
TYPED  and  DOUBLE-SPACED.  Anonymous  letters  will  not  be  published,  but  names 
will  be  withheld  upon  request.  Letters  should  be  addressed  to  Community  Voices, 
GCN,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA  02108.  _ 


Consent 


Continued  from  page  1 

Abortion  opponents  had  argu¬ 
ed  that  both  measures  were  in¬ 
tended  to  bolster  parental  re¬ 
sponsibility  over  lives  of  their 
children. 

Abortion  rights  advocates  at¬ 
tacked  both  statutes,  claiming  that 
they  both  make  abortion  difficult 
—  if  not  impossible  —  for  teen¬ 
agers  to  obtain.  Specifically,  in 
opposing  theearlier  law,  they  had 
argued  in  court  that  many  teen¬ 
agers  could  not  get  needed  abor¬ 
tions  because  they  could  not  lo¬ 
cate  both  parents  or  feared  physi¬ 
cal  reprisals  if  family  members 


discovered  the  pregnancy. 

In  declaring  th  new  law  con¬ 
stitutional,  Mazzone  said  that  the 
consent  form  prepared  by  the 
state  Department  of  Public  Health 
would  provide  a  woman  with  the 
information  she  must  have  in 
order  to  “have  a  full  appreciation 
of  the  consequences  and  signifi¬ 
cance  of  her  decision.” 

In  the  section  describing  the 
first  trimester  of  pregnancy,  the 
form  says,  “At  eight  weeks  of  de¬ 
velopment,  the  embryo  is  about 
one  inch  in  length,  main  organs 
are  formed  and  some  external, 
human-like  physical  character¬ 


istics  are  recognizable.” 

The  form  also  informs  the 
reader  that,  since  the  legalizing  of 
abortion  in  Massachusetts  in 
1974,  there  have  been  no 
abortion-related  deaths  in  the 
state,  while  13  women  have  died 
from  childbirth  or  pregnancy. 

(Each  year,  about  40,000  abor¬ 
tions  are  performed  in  Massachu¬ 
setts,  the  New  York  Times  re¬ 
ported  recently.  About  7,500  of 
those  are  for  women  18  years  old 
or  younger.) 

On  behalf  of  Planned  Parent¬ 
hood  League  of  Massachusetts 
(PPLM),  Nicky  Nichols-Gamble 


talked  to  UCN  about  the  grounds 
on  which  the  organization  is  ap¬ 
pealing  Mazzone’s  decision.  She 
asserts  that  the  law  “violates  the 
equal  protection  clauses  of  the 
Massachusetts  constitution  .  .  . 
because  it  discriminates  against 
minors,  against  unmarried 
women,  against  those  who  give 
one  kind  of  health  service  over 
others.  .  .  .  [I]t  also  violates  ‘due 
process’  by  setting  up  obstacles  to 
her  choosing  to  have  an  abor¬ 
tion.” 

Nichols-Gamble  said  that 
PPLM  is  challenging  the  state’s 
imposition  of  a  consent  form. 


“We’re  not  challenging  the  idea 
ot  a  consent  form;  consent  forms 
exist  so  that  the  provider  of  a 
medical  service  is  protected  [once 
s/he  has]  shared  information 
about  a  procedure  with  a  patient. 
...  We  are  challenging  the  state’s 
requiring  signed  consent  when  it 
doesn’t  require  this  for  any  other 
medical  procedure.” 

About  the  description  of  the 
fetus  found  in  the  consent  form, 
Nichols-Gamble  commented,  “If 
a  woman  wants  to  know  that,  she 
can  get  it  from  her  doctor.  We  are 
challenging  it  on  the  grounds  that 
it  is  unduly  harassing  and  detri- 


Poston  Shoppers  Guide 


Gourmet  Sandwiches 
Italian  Pie 


The  food  is  excellent  .  .  . 
Flourchild’s  is  no  best  res¬ 
taurant,  it’s  better  than  that. 


R.  Nadeau,  Real  Paper 

42  Charles  St. 
for  carry  out  call 
523-9768 


Like  Discounts? 

for  $1350/wk* 

your  ad  can  run  in  the 

Boston  Shopper's  Guide 


*  including  discounts  for 
prepayment  &  3-6  month 
contract 


The  Idea! 


Restaurant 

for  gay  women,  men, 
and  their  friends. 


21  Huntington  Avenue. 
Coplev  Square.  Boston.  MA 
2- . 


John  P.  Ward 

Attorney  at  Law 

Cindy  Rizzo,  J.D. /David  R.  Lund  Legal  Assistants 
Relationship  Contracts  Immigration 
Wills  Civil  &  Criminal  Litigation 

Incorporations  Real  Estate  Transactions 

Corporate  Matters  Estate  Planning 

2  Park  Square»Boston,  Massachusetts  02116»617-426-2020 


DISCUSS  YOUR  AUTOMOBILE  NEEDS 
IN  A  RELAXED  ATMOSPHERE  . . . 


ROBERT  ARON 

CONSULTANT  AND  SALES  REPRESENTATIVE 

Please  call  for  an  appointment 

617/924-8100 

PETER  FULLER  OLDSMOBILE 

43  N.  BEACON  ST.  ON  THE  SQUARE 
WATERTOWN,  MASS. 

Convenient  to  all  Public  Transportation 


PUERTO  RICO 


Spend  a  week  in  the  sun  in  San  Juan 
deluxe  guest  house  including  air  fare 
From  $439.20  Dble.  $488.20  Sgle. 
Call  for  inclusive  features 


THE  SUN  SETS  IN 
KEY  WEST 

STAY  AT  THE  INN  PLACE 
THE  ISLAND  HOUSE 
From  $440.00  dbl  -  $524.00  sgl 
Airfares  subj.  to  change  per  tariff 


MEXICO 

Exciting,  relaxing  Acapulco 
Fiesta  Tortuga  Hotel 
Midweek  departures 
$489.30  pp/do 
Weekend  departures 
$521 .30  pp/do 


‘'Erf  qc . 


BEACON  DIVISION 
312  STUART  STREET,  BOSTON,  MA  Tel.  357-9700 


1  HARMONIUM 

MOVERS 

YELLOW  MONKEY 
GUEST  HOUSE 

One  of  0 gunqult’s 
Finest  &  Friendliest 

Fully  Licensed  and 

Insured 

Storage  •  Piano  Rigging 

Apt  •  Home*  Oflice 

FREE  ESTIMATES 
MOVING  GUIDE 

Express:  N.Y.,  Phila.,  D  C. 

_  254-2200 

3E  iH  QB 

Guest  Houses 
Efficiencies,  Decks 
Ocean  Views  Available 

OPEN  THRU  OCT  12 

RUN  BY  VICTOR  &  PETER 

44  MAIN  ST,  OGUNQUIT,  ME 
(207  646-9056 

THE  TRAVEL  CENTER 

-PEERLESS- 

for  gay  travel 

“  GAY  OWNED 

AND  OPERATED 
FREE  destination 
guides  to  bars,  etc. 
with  each  reservation 

24- HR  Answering  Service 

326-6366 

Roofing,  Tar  & 
Gravel.  Asphalt 
Shingles.  Slate  & 
Gutters.  Chimneys. 
Interior  &  Exterior 
Remodeling 

547-7346 

Electrolysis 

PERMANENT  HAIR  REMOVAL 

Mass.  Assoc.  Els.  Member 
American  Assoc.  Els.  Member 


APPOINTMENTS:  Days  &  Eves. 
734-5777 


LINDA  DIANE  JEFFERSON 

120  SUTHERLAND  RD.  #3 
BROOKLINE,  MA  02146 


Save  this  Ad  10%  Discount 
for  repairs  only 

LESTER'S  T.V. 

TV  -  Radio  -  Phenes-  Nifi-Celor 

Expert  Repair  S,  T  V.  t  Stereo  —  ot  lowest 
prices  ANYWHERE!  Outside  antenno  installo-. 
tion  a  specially.  Mass.  Tech.  Lie.  981. 

Old  fashioned  service  at  an  honest  price! 

Free  Pickup  and  Delivery 

15  REVUE  ST.,  BEACON  HILL 
Boston  Tsl.  523-2117 


FisherTravel  326-8833 


Fisher  Travel  Assoc. 
Ill  Charles  Street 
Boston.  MA  02114 


AGENTS  FOR: 
Bermuda  Holidays 
Caribbean  Holidays 
Hans  Ebensten 


Swans  Art  Treasure  Tours 
N.York  Shuttle  Weekends 
Relais  et  Chateau  Hotels 


healthy  teeth  . . , 

they're  a  team  effort 


Richard  R.  Bankhead,  DDS 
Paul  O.  Groipen,  DDS 
1259  Hyde  Park  Avenue 
Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
617  364-5500 
Mon.-Sat.  &  evenings 


David  Seil  Associates  Inc. 

Psychiatric  and  Psychologic  services  for  adults 
Individual,  Couple,  and  Group  therapy 
Psychologic  testing  and  career  counseling 

David  Seil  M.D.,  Director 

Located  in  Back  Bay  and  South  End  536-2665 


Gay  Community  News,  September  27,  1980 


Page  7 


mental  to  the  woman,  increasing 
her  anxiety  and  guilt,  therefore 
her  pain.”  PPLM  also  objects  to 
the  fact  that,  although  most 
women  seek  abortions  in  the  first 
trimester  of  pregnancy,  all  are  re¬ 
quired  to  read  the  sections  of  the 
consent  form  on  fetal  develop¬ 
ment  in  the  second  and  third  tri¬ 
mesters. 

PPLM  will  also  charge  in  court 
that  the  state  is  attempting  to  sway 
women  by  listing  sources  of  public 
assistance  available  to  women 
who  choose  to  go  ahead  with  preg¬ 
nancy.  “In  no  other  type  of 


medical  procedure  do  you  talk  on 
a  consent  form  about  provision  of 
public  assistance  for  those  who 
opt  not  to  have  the  treatment.” 

According  to  Nichols-Gamble, 
PPLM  will  also  argue  that  the  law 
discriminates  against  teen-aged 
women  and  women  who  work  or 
live  in  rural  locales,  because,  for 
them,  the  24-hour  delay  may 
mean  a  delay  of  a  week  —  or  even 
a  month  —  before  she  can  skip 
school,  before  she  can  get  a  day 
off  from  work. 

“The  wait  could  magnify  health 
risks,”  Nicholg-Gamble  said.  “If 


you  were  in  between  the  first  and 
second  trimesters,  waiting  could 
result  in  a  riskier  and  much  more 
expensive  abortion,  [since  second 
trimester  abortions  must  be  per¬ 
formed  in  a  hospital].  .  .  .  And  if 
it’s  pushed  over  into  the  third  tri¬ 
mester,  she  can’t  have  an  abortion 
unless  her  life  is  endangered,  or 
else  she  has  to  go  to  another 
state.” 

PPLM’s  attorney,  Sandy  Lynch 
from  the  Civil  Liberties  Union  of 
Massachusetts,  commented  opti¬ 
mistically  about  the  “24-hour 
delay”  clause  in  the  new  law. 


“There  are  a  number  of  abortion 
statutes  across  the  country  with  a 
similar  ‘delay  provision’  in  them. 
The  first  such  statute  was  made  in 
Akron  [Ohio],  so  they  are  referred 
to  as  ‘Akron  ordinances’,  and  all 
the  appeals  courts  and  trial  courts 
that  have  addressed  them  so  far 
have  overturned  them.” 

Lynch  charges  that  the  law  dis¬ 
criminates  against  pregnant 
minors.  She  explained  that,  under 
Massachusetts’  statutory  mature 
minor  rule,  certain  groups  of 
minors  have  the  right  to  consent 
to  any  medical  tratment.  Among 


these  groups  are  minors  with  chil¬ 
dren,  minors  living  apart  from 
their  parents,  minors  who  have 
served  in  the  armed  services,  and 
pregnant  minors.  As  statutory 
adults,  pregnant  minors  are  al¬ 
lowed  to  make  all  decisions  about 
their  medical  treatment  —  except 
abortion.  “Apparently,  the  state 
thinks  pregnancy  makes  a  woman 
mature  —  unless  she  chooses  to 
end  the  pregnancy.” 
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By  Pat  M  Kuras  and  Rob  Schmieder 


It  was  Saturday  afternoon  of  the  Labor  Day  weekend 
and  we  met  by  a  statue  of  a  nude  flying  man.  (He  has  no 
penis  and  he  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  science  fiction 


convention  we  were  about  to  attend;  he  just  happens  to  be 
a  tacky  landmark  in  Boston’s  Prudential  Plaza.)  Neither 
one  of  us  had  ever  been  to  a  gathering  like  this  before. 

As  it  turns  out,  we  spent  three  exhilarating  days  explor¬ 
ing  science  fiction,  gays,  lesbians  and  feminism.  This 
ankle  began  as  coverage  of  a  single  panel,  but  blossomed 
and  snowballed  into  an  amazing  experience  that  had  to 
be  shared.  Even  if  we  had  had  a  team  of  ten  writers,  we 
still  could  not  have  covered  everything  that  took  place  at 
the  38th  World  Science  Fiction  Convention  (Noreascon 
11). 


In  the  course  of  our  reporting,  we  often  ventured  off 
alone.  Yet  this  article  speaks  with  the  royal  “we,"  as 
though  we  did  everything  together  —  it  is  a  literary  con¬ 
venience  to  which  we  have  succumbed.  We  have  written  in 
the  form  of  a  diary,  a  patchwork  of  everything  we  saw,  did 
and  heard.  Fasten  your  seatbelts  and  enjoy  the  trip. 

Noreascon  II  was  a  truly  international  gathering,  with 
registrants  from  every  state  and  dozens  of  foreign 
countries.  Past  conventions  have  been  held  in  most 
large  U.S.  cities  as  well  as  in  England,  Germany,  Australia 
and  Canada.  In  addition  to  being  a  meeting  ground  for 
writers  and  fans  from  all  over  the  world,  the  annual  con¬ 
vention  is  the  site  of  the  presentation  of  the  Hugo  Award, 
one  of  the  two  most  prestigious  literary  awards  in  the  sf 
field  (the  other  is  the  Nebula,  awarded  by  the  Science 
Fiction  Writers  of  America). 

This  was  our  first  Worldcon,  and  we  were  overwhelmed 
by  the  numbers:  of  fans,  writers,  and  pieces  of  informa¬ 
tion.  The  Sheraton /Hynes  complex  where  the  convention 
was  held  resembled  a  huge  living  computer,  where  infor¬ 
mation  about  film  programs,  panels,  discussion  groups, 
merchandise,  and  personal  messages  were  conveyed  with 
amazing  efficiency.  The  five-day  convention  produced  a 
newsletter.  Lobster  Tails,  which  appeared  twice  a  day  as  a 
source  of  general  information.  The  attendance  of  about 
6000  broke  all  previous  records  for  these  conventions,  and 
we  saw  just  about  all  of  our  favorite  sf  writers  at  some  point 
in  the  weekend. 

Our  first  impression  of  the  convention  participants  was 
dominated  by  the  flamboyant  costumes  that  seemed  to  be 
everywhere.  We  saw  members  of  the  Fantastic  Four, 
witches,  and  spacepeople  —  lots  of  weaponry  —  along 
with  a  few  people  in  street  dress.  People  seemed  either  to 
exaggerate  or  downplay  their  real  selves.  During  the 
discussions  that  went  on  at  the  convention  it  became 
obvious  that  we  were  in  the  midst  of  a  strange  mix  of 
people  who  had  been  drawn  to  science  fiction  for  radically 
different  reasons.  Many  of  the  costumes  betrayed  a  sexist 
sensibility  that  for  many  years  was  at  the  heart  of  almost  all 
sf,  and  this  sensibility  was  still  very  much  alive  at 
Noreascon  II. 

However,  we  also  encountered  many  gay  people,  femin¬ 
ists  and  progressives  of  every  stripe.  These  people  were  at 
the  convention  because  present  day  science  fiction  has 
much  to  offer  them.  Science  fiction  is  a  fiction  of  ideas, 
and  the  ideas  coming  from  the  minds  of  the  new  writers 
more  and  more  concern  progressive  analyses  of  social 
issues.  Progressivism  is  now  almost  taken  for  granted 
among  sf  writers  and  fans  alike.  This  is  still  a  recent 
development,  however,  and  we  were  surprised  to  see  so 
much  political  debate  within  the  organization  of  the 
convention  and  in  the  convention  programming.  Fans  are 
looking  at  sf  from  a  more  political  perspective,  and 
publishing  fanzines  (fan-produced  magazines)  with  strong 
political  identities.  One  such  fanzine  (Thrust)  says  of 
itself:  “We’ve  built  our  reputation  on  never  failing  to  take 
a  close  look  at  the  most  sensitive  and  controversial  issues 
concerning  science  fiction.” 

The  progressive  focus  of  this  year’s  convention  was 
perhaps  best  symbolized  by  its  choice  of  Damon  Knight 
and  Kate  Wilhelm  as  guests  of  honor.  This  pair  have,  in 
their  separate  fields,  been  trailblazers  for  forward-looking 


science  fiction. 

Knight  was  one  of  the  first  sf  writers  to  insist  on  making 
the  same  aesthetic  demands  on  sf  that  are  made  on  mains- . 
tream  fiction,  while  also  demanding  that  this  future-obses¬ 
sed  genre  not  perpetuate  the  problems  of  the  past  and 
present.  In  the  '50s  he  started  the  first  sf  writers’ 
workshop.  In  the  ’60s  he  founded  the  ORBIT  series  of 
original  anthologies  which  introduced  many  of  today’s 
more  progressive  writers  and  opened  the  door  to  the  many 
original  anthologies  currently  being  published.  ORBIT 
and  its  followers  were  pivotal  influences  in  sf's  move  from 
technology-dominated  fiction  and  space  westerns  to  the 
examination  of  biological,  anthropological,  social  and 
sexual  issues.  Kate  Wilhelm  is  a  salient  example  of  this 
change  in  sf,  as  her  stories  treat  human  relations  with  the 


Science  Fiction  Fandom 


same  sort  of  speculative  mind  that  made  trips  to  distant 
stars  imaginable  in  the  ’40s. 

Saturday  afternoon,  we  found  our  way  to  the  press 
room,  where  we  had  our  first  encounter  with  homophobia 
in  science  fiction.  The  Tufts  student  making  out  our  press 
passes  said,  “You  don’t  really  want  me  to  put  Gay 
Community  News  on  these,  do  you?”  To  our  retort,  “Of 
course!”  he  responded  with,  “Well,  if  I  were  gay  I  sure 
wouldn’t  want  to  let  anyone  know  about  it.”  Fie  then 
apologetically  handed  us  a  “special  gift”  along  with  our 
press  kit  —  the  1980  “Fairies”  desk  calendar. 

We  realized  that  we  had  gotten  into  something  much 
bigger  than  we  had  bargained  for  as  we  perused  the 
bulging  press  kit  and  went  over  the  packed  schedule  for 
the  remaining  three  days  of  the  convention.  We  noted 
with  sadness  that  we  were  missing  a  scheduled  autograph 
session  with  Thomas  Disch,  and  would  have  to  leave 
before  his  reading  later  that  afternoon.  Disch  was  the  first 
sf  writer  we  encountered  who  has  a  long-standing  record  of 
successfully  incorporating  gay  characters  into  his  fiction. 
His  novel  334  is  remarkable  for  its  images  of  both  male 
and  female  gay  couples  in  a  more  liberal,  though 
materially  bleaker,  New  York  of  the  near  future;  and  all 
his  novels  and  stories  have  incorporated  sexuality  in  a 
markedly  more  sophisticated  way  than  run-of-the-mill  sf.  * 


We  hurried  off  to  the  hall  where  “The  Closed  Open 
Mind:  Homophobia  in  Science  Fiction  Fantasy 
Stories”  panel  was  scheduled  to  be  held  and 
grabbed  seats  near  the  front  of  the  room.  This  panel  was 
possibly  the  first  with  an  openly  gay  topic  to  be  held  at  a 
Worldcon.  Around  200  fans  attended  the  panel,  more 
than  attended  most  other  small  panels  at  the  con.  The 
participants  in  the  panel  were  Elizabeth  A.  Lynn,  Samuel 
R.  Delany,  Jerry  Jacks,  Norman  Spinrad,  and  Frank  M. 
Robinson. 

Elizabeth  A.  Lynn  is  a  young  writer  who  has  just  come  to 
prominence  in  recent  years.  Her  writing  is  suffused  with 
homoerotic  relationships,  especially  her  soon-to-be-com- 
pleted  Chronicles  of  Tornor(see  GCN  Book  Review,  Vol.  8, 
No.  5).  It  is  indicative  of  the  current  acceptability  of 
homosexuality  in  sf  that  this  has  not  hindered  her  success 
in  any  way.  Introduced  as  a  nominee  for  the  prestigious 
John  W.  Campbell  award  (given  to  new  writers),  she 
jokingly  corrected  the  moderator  by  saying  she  would 
rather  not  be  a  three-timeloser.asshe  was  in  fact  a  nominee 
in  1978  and  1979. 

Samuel  Delany  has  probably  been  out  longer  than  any 
other  sf  writer,  and  has  consistently  used  gay  material  in 
his  books  and  stories.  He  has  championed  other  gay  sf 
writers  as  well:  he  wrote  the  introduction  to  Joanna  Russ’s 
collected  Alyx  stories,  and  is  editor  of  a  forthcoming 
collection  of  Thomas  Disch  stories.  Fundamental  Disch. 
His  own  works  include  the  novels  Nova,  Dhalgren  and 
Triton,  and  the  recent  visual-story  collaboration  with 
Howard  Chaykin,  Empire.  He  has  also  published  a  collec¬ 
tion  of  essays  on  science  fiction,  The  Jewel-Hinged  Jaw, 
and  a  long  essay  on  Disch’s  story  An  American  Shore. 

Jerry  Jacks,  moderator  of  the  homophobia  in  SF  panel, 
attended  his  first  con  in  Chicago  in  1962.  He  has  chaired 
some  of  the  Westercons  and  organized  other  smaller  ones. 
As  a  gay  man,  he  came  out  in  college  (1968)  and  was 
instrumental  in  forming  the  Gay  Liberation  Front  at  San 
Francisco  State  University.  In  1971,  he  came  out  in 
fandom.  Jerry  says  that  "fandom  has  always  been 
conservative  about  sexuality,”  but  this  attitude  has  been 
changing  in  the  ’70s. 

Jerry  mentioned  that  there  were  two  nights  of  gay 
parties  at  Westercon  '79,  the  SF  con  that  took  place  at  the 
Sheraton  Palace  Hotel  in  San  Francisco,  California.  That 
con  attracted  about  2,500  people  and  Jerry  says  a  good 
number  of  "gay,  lesbian  and  sympathetic  straights” 

'Disch 's  works  arc  surveyed  in  the  Aug.  27-Sept.  2  issue  of  the  Village  Voice. 


enjoyed  the  parties.  At  the  parties,  a  mailing  list  was 
circulated  for  those  interested  in  forming  a  gay/lesbian  SF 
club.  The  Uranian  Club  (as  it  is  called)  got  off  to  a  wobbly 
start.  There  was  a  strong  interest  in  having  a  club,  but 
members  were  unable  to  find  a  meeting  place.  Rev. 
Michael  Itkain  of  San  Francisco’s  Metropolitan  Commun¬ 
ity  Church  finally  suggested  they  use  MCC  space  and,  as  a 
result,  the  Uranian  Club  has  been  holding  monthly 
meetings  since  November  '79.  The  club  has  a  mailing  list 
of  over  200  members,  while  an  average  of  30  people  attend 
meetings.  Earlier  this  year,  the  Uranian  Club  held  its  first 
social  event,  a  picnic  in  Golden  Gate  Park,  which  was  very 
successful.  Club  member  Eric  Garber  is  working  on  a  slide 
show  on  gay  and  lesbian  SF,  while  organizer  Jacks  admits 
to  fantasies  of  having  a  science  fiction  float  in  San 
Francisco’s  Gay  Freedom  Day  parade.  The  Uranian  Club 
also  issues  a  newsletter,  keeping  members  informed  of 
upcoming  events. 

Jerry  distributed  copies  of  a  condensed  version  of  a 
forthcoming  bibliography  of  fantasy  and  science  fiction 
books  with  “clear  and  positive  gay  and/or  lesbian 
content."  The  bibliography,  compiled  by  Eric  Garber  and 
Lyn  Paleo,'  is  entitled  Uranian  Worlds. 

Norman  Spinrad,  the  token  straight  on  the  panel,  is  the 
current  president  of  Science  Fiction  Writers  of  America, 
and  has  a  long  track  record  as  a  science  fiction  writer.  His 
novel  Bug  Jack  Barron,  loathed  by  feminists,  at  least  has 
the  distinction  of  having  broken  ground  in  treating  sexual¬ 
ity  in  science  fiction,  a  genre  once  distinguished  by  its 
almost  complete  asexuality.  Though  his  lack  of  under¬ 
standing  of  lesbian  and  gay  issues  made  him  poorly 
equipped  to  participate  in  the  discussion,  his  presence  on 
the  panel  gave  it  the  cachet  of  approval  from  the  straight  sf 
establishment. 

Frank  Robinson’s  presence  on  the  panel  came  as  a  pleas¬ 
ant  surprise  to  us.  The  oldest  member  of  the  panel,  he 
has  a  long  involvement  in  the  field  and  has  also  been 
involved  in  the  sf-Hollywood  connection. One  of  his  best- 
known  novels,  The  Glass  Inferno,  featured  a  very  strong 
gay  character  (who  never  made  it  to  The  Towering  Inferno, 
the  Hollywood  version).  Robinson  was  full  of  stories  of 
homophobic  treatment  of  writers  in  the  '40s  and  ’50s.  He 
alluded  to  his  career  as  a  speechwriter  for  Harvey  Milk  in 
explaining  his  commitment  to  improving  the  gay  position 
in  sf. 

The  panel  began  with  introductory  statements  by  all  the 
panel  members.  Lynn  led  off  by  saying  that  she  felt  the 
problem  with  gay  and  lesbian  images  in  sf  was  not  that 
they  were  awful,  but  that  there  are  so  few  of  them;  sf  is 
dominated  by  straight  male  WASP  characters,  and  the  ab¬ 
sence  of  gay  characters  is  matched  by  a  dearth  of  women 
and  people  of  color  in  sf.  Delaney  disputed  the  notion  that 
there  are  no  awful  characters,  saying  that  there  is,  in  fact,  a 
long  history  of  homophobic  characterizations,  and  named 
as  one  of  the  more  salient  the  Baron  Harkenden  in  Frank 
Herbert’s  Dune. 

Delany  went  on  to  discuss  the  notion  of  a  dichotomy 
between  allowing  the  writer  full  artistic  freedom  and  the 
expectation  that  sf  was  a  progressive  genre  of  which  one 
could  demand  a  commmitment  to  social  and  political  re¬ 
sponsibility.  Spinrad  came  out  in  favor  of  “artistic 
freedom”  in  such  a  dichotomy,  saying  that  “oppressed 
groups  shouldn’t  tamper  with  freedom  of  expression,  as 
they  have  more  to  lose  than  the  majority  in  any  clamp- 
down  on  such  freedom”  —  a  familiar  liberal  cliche. 
Robinson  then  attacked  this  position  as  being  unrealistic, 
and  cited  the  history  of  censorship  of  gay  material  by 
straight  editors,  and  the  crying  need  of  gay  people  for 
positive  images  in  fiction.  Jacks  reinforced  Robinson  with  a 
short  history  of  homosexuality  in  science  fiction,  and  the 
two  most  widely  used  homosexual  formulas:  the  mono- 
sexual  culture,  which  eagerly  embraces  the  arrival  of  a 
member  of  the  opposite  sex;’  and  homosexuality  used  as  a 
mark  of  villainy. 

The  ensuing  discussion  centered  around  the  concepts  of 
“freedom  of  expression,”  censorship,  and  the  effect  of 
mass  media  images  on  mass  culture.  Lynn  pointed  out  that 
our  concepts  of  censorship  and  freedom  of  speech  are  rela¬ 
tivistic  and  culture-bound;  “culture  sets  up  its  own  rules 
and  freedom  of  the  press  is  only  for  the  man  who  owns 
one”;  whatever  freedom  gays  have  to  write  sf  is  limited  by 
our  access  to  print. 

She  added  that  there  are  covert  as  well  as  overt  rules  for 
what  may  be  written.  Delany  pursued  this,  saying  that  our 
cultural  conditioning,  which  is  heterosexist,  determines 
the  mind-set  we  bring  to  our  writing,  which  is  therefore 
straight,  and  that  we  can  only  break  out  of  this  by  unre¬ 
lentingly  analyzing  the  unconscious,  culture -conditioned 
components  of  our  writing.  In  answer  to  a  question  about 
Ursula  LeGuin’s  The  Left  Hand  of  Darkness  (a  novel  which 
deals  with  relations  between  hermaphroditic  beings),  he 
took  this  one  step  further  and  analyzed  the  specific  fic¬ 
tional  cliches  that  are  part  of  a  self-perpetuating  mass 
culture.  He  described  The  Left  Hand  of  Darkness  as  ar 
example  of  the  “doomed  homosexual  relationship”  plot, 
which  ends  with  one  of  the  lovers  dying.  “True  artistic 
freedom,”  Delany  said,  “comes  only  with  the  abandor 
ment  of  such  cliches.  .  .  .  Narrative  conventions  victimiz 
artists.”  Lynn  echoed  this  sentiment  with  her  insistence 
that  the  tension  between  the  unconscious  and  the 
conscious  must  be  explored  by  the  writer  of  worthwhile 
fiction. 

Frank  M.  Robinson  and  Thomas  N.  Scortia  have  written 
novels  which  are  something  like  the  Arthur  Hailey 
thrillers.  A  good  deal  of  factual  research  goes  into  their 
books  but,  unlike  Hailey,  their  characters  sometimes 

"Joanna  Russ’s  When  It  Changed,  a  landmark  gay  sf  story,  deals  with  this  very 
cliche. 


transcend  stereotypes.  The  Glass  Inferno  is  about  a  fire  in  a 
skyscraper  (parts  of  this  novel  were  incorporated  into  the 
film,  The  Towering  Inferno.)  The  building  in  the  novel, 
the  Glass  House,  has  both  apartments  and  businesses, 
among  them  an  interior  decorating  agency,  whose  supply 
room  contributes  to  much  of  the  fire.  The  owners  of  this 
business  are  gay  male  lovers.  We  only  meet  one  of  them  in 
depth  —  a  fat,  middle-aged  man. 

Robinson  gave  this  quick  description  of  his  gay  charac¬ 
ter,  quickly  pointing  to  the  stereotype  he  had  used. 
However,  rather  than  keep  his  characteracardboard  figure, 
Robinson  has  him  grow  throughout  the  story.  The  gay 
man  becomes  one  of  the  novel's  heroes  —  courageous, 
poignant  and  quite  unforgettable. 

Spinrad's  assertion  that  homophobia  in  publishing 
attitudes  is  a  thing  of  the  past  was  generally  conceded  to  be 
true,  but  the  long  history  of  censorship  was  not  forgotten. 
All  of  the  panel  members  recalled  examples  of  censorship 
or  homophobic  rewrites  of  gay  material.  Very  few  ex¬ 
amples  could  be  conjured  up  of  positive  images  dating  any 
earlier  than  the  past  decade. 

Stereotyping,  like  hackneyed  writing,  is  something  that 
should  be  overcome.  However,  as  some  of  the  panelists 
pointed  out,  there  is  at  least  one  instance  where 
stereotypes  may  have  been  an  advantage.  This  occurred  in 
a  Charles  Beaumont  story,  The  Crooked  Man.  The  story 
(which  was  written  in  the  ’50s)  concerns  a  society  in  which 
homosexuality  is  the  normally-accepted  lifestyle  while 
heterosexuality  is  seen  as  a  heinous  perversion.  The  plot 
concerns  two  heterosexual  lovers  who  sneak  around  to 
meet;  by  the  end  of  the  story,  the  two  lovers  have  been 
scooped  up  by  vice  squad  officers  and  are  on  their  way  to 
be  “cured,”  a  process  involving  electro-shock  and 
glandular  operations.  In  Beaumont’s  story,  although  gays 
are  considered  the  norm,  there  is  nothing  attractive  about 
them.  They’re  monstrous  and  grotesque.  However,  the 
story  serves  as  a  neat,  allegorical  horror  story.  With  its 
switcheroo  theme,  it  gives  straights  a  taste  of  oppression 
and,  perhaps,  may  set  some  to  consider  their  own 
prejudices  and  ignorance. 

constant  problem  in  covering  the  con  was  deciding 
on  what  to  do  —  should  we  attend  the  feminist 
fairy  tales  panel  and  miss  out  on  the  Star  Trek 
episode,  City  On  The  Edge  of  Forever ?  The  scheduling 
always  left  us  gnashing  our  teeth.  In  addition  to  the  art 
shows  and  dealers’  room,  there  were  two  screening  rooms 
showing  separate  movies  while  the  75  or  so  different  panels 
were  in  full-swing.  Also  during  the  course  of  the  con,  there 
were  20  autograph  sessions  involving  over  90  top-name 
personalities.  In  other  words,  there  were  always  at  least  five 
different  and  exciting  things  happening  at  once. 

The  screening  rooms  ran  films  all  day  and  well  into  the 
night.  In  addition  to  the  feature  films  (such  as  Star  Wars, 
Alien,  Watership  Down  and  Wizards),  there  were  cartoons 
(Bugs  Bunny  in  Hareway  To  The  Stars)  and  selected  shorts. 
While  waiting  for  The  Seventh  Seal  to  begin,  we  yawned 
through  a  dry  piece  on  thermonuclear  fission,  but  ap¬ 
plauded  the  next  short  —  a  bizarre  little  film  called 
Screentest.  Screentest  lasts  about  twenty  minutes  and  the 
convention’s  film  notes  claimed  that  it  was  ‘  ‘highly  experi¬ 
mental  and  hard  to  describe.”  Imagine  how  delighted  we 
were  to  chance  upon  a  gay  film!  Screentest  has  no  plot. 
There  is  a  voice-over  narration,  a  jumble  of  party  sounds 
and  meaningleess  voices.  (Near  the  end  of  the  film,  one 
male  voice  clearly  asks,  “Isn’t  it  about  time  we  threw  in  a 
story  line?”  —  it’s  hysterical.)  The  visual  part  of  the  film  is 
a  flurry  of  lightning  quick  editing  —  campy  gay  men 
changing  in  and  out  of  different  costumes,  many  dresses, 
hats,  capes,  fans.  They  pose  and  pose  and  pose,  and  that  is 
the  essence  of  the  film  —  it’s  their  screentests. 


Sunday  afternoon  we  visited  the  Art  Show,  which  took 
up  most  of  a  large  hall  on  the  upper  floor  of  Hynes 
Auditorium.  Going  through  the  thousands  of  paintings, 
drawings,  sculptures  and  artworks  Jn  other  media  was 
exhausting  and  not  very  rewarding.  Most  of  the  artists 


exhibiting  were  amateurs,  and  will  likely  remain  so;  and 
amateurs  and  professionals  alike  showed  little  imaginative 
range.  Spacemen,  moonscapes,  unicorns  and  armored 
characters  abounded;  art  that  deviated  from  the  icono- 
graphic  and  conceptual  cliches  of  standard  sf  illustrations 
were  rare. 

Many  paintings  featured  Playboy-style  female  nudes  in 
fantasy  or  space  settings;  this  represents  the  pandering  to  a 
certain  part  of  its  straight  male  audience  that  has  always 
been  present  in  sf.  The  most  extreme  example  of  this  kind 
of  illustration  was  a  lavish  oil  painting  by  Jane  MacKenzie 
and  Philip  Hagopian  (who  also  collaborated  on  the  pro¬ 
gram  book  cover  painting),  called  “Young  Ladies  Should 
Not  Walk  Alone.”  The  painting  showed  a  young  woman 
being  assaulted  by  a  male  centaur  in  Central  Park;  he  has 
begun  to  tear  off  her  shirt,  and  her  breasts  are  exposed.  For 
the  most  part  the  works  including  nude  figures  did  not 
show  sexual  activity.  One  exception,  however,  was 
professional  illustrator  Alicia  Austin's  exhibit,  which, 
included  her  eight-drawing  Erotica  Portfolio.  Herl 
compositions  in  these  drawings  show  the  influence  of 
Beardsley  that  is  also  very  noticeable  in  her  early  work; 
they  are  more  fluid  and  less  phallocentric  than  most  erotic 
art  produced  by  straight  men.  Tim  Hammell’s  exhibit 
featured  “Mandragora:  The  first  folio  of  male  fantasy 
nudes.”  The  men  in  this  series  ranged  from  a  hairy 
barbarian  to  an  androgynous  star-creature,  and  were 
clearly  designed  to  appeal  to  men. 

Also  on  Sunday  afternoon,  we  attended  a  discussion  on 
“Post-Holocaust  Themes  in  Feminist  SF.”  The  panelists 
included  Elizabeth  A.  Lynn,  Jeanne  Gomoll,  Chelsea 
Quinn  Yarbro  and  Suzy  McKee  Charnas.  (The  panel  ran 
overtime,  causing  about  two  dozen  women  and  men  to 
join  the  panelists  in  a  continuation  room,  where  the 
discussion  lasted  another  half-hour.  In  the  continuation 
room,  Samuel  Delaney  joined  in  the  talk.) 

The  panel  discussion  itself  was  quite  animated  and 
jumped  from  real  holocausts  to  fictional  ones.  Chelsea 
Quinn  Yarbro  remarked  that  “history  teaches  us  that  if 
you  have  a  holocaust,  any  small  rights  you  had  are  gone.” 
To  illustrate  her  point,  she  maintained  that  two  thousand 
years  ago,  the  women  of  ancient  Rome  had  more  rights 
and  control  of  their  bodies  than  modern  women  do.  To 
tear  down  civilization,  she  claimed,  “is  a  Pyrrhic  victory.” 
In  fiction,  the  holocaust  metaphor  is  a  way  of  wiping  the 
slate  clean;  it  is  a  way  of  vanquishing  patriarchal  structures 
and  experimenting  with  alternatives.  Yarbro  further  stated 
that  to  use  “holocausts  as  a  real  response  [to  alleviating 
society’s  problems]  is  crazy,  ’ '  but  holocausts  can  be  used  as 
literary  devices  to  imagine  new  futures. 

By  way  of  the  “Post-Holocaust”  panel,  we  met  Jeanne 
Gomoll,  a  fan  from  Madison,  Wisconsin,  and  contributor 
to  Janus.  Janus  is  a  fanzine  of  the  sercon  variety  (“serious 
and  constructive”  for  you  mundane  readers),  but  it  is  not 
without  humor.  The  cartoons  are  funny  and  the  writers 
quite  clever.  (A  very  educational,  yet  readable,  piece  on 
time  travel  is  titled  "Let’s  Do  The  Time  Warp  Again  ”) 
The  summer  1980  issue  of  Janus  has  book  and  fanzine 
reviews,  movie  reviews,  poetry,  comics  and  an  extensive 
letters  section.  This  particular  issue  also  includes  a  lengthy 
pro-con  debate  on  SF  fans’  proposed  ERA  boycott  of 
Chicago. 

Janus  is  unusual  in  that  it  is  a  fanzine  with  a  definite 
feminist  leaning.  It  has  been  in  existence  for  five  years 
and,  more  than  once,  has  been  nominated  for  a  Hugo 
Award.  Janus  is  cleverly  and  professionally  produced.  Its 
feminist  attitude  places  it  several  notches  above  other 
fanzines,  and  gay  and  lesbian  readers  will  appreciate  the 
sensibility  shown  in  much  of  its  writing,  articles  which  are 
written  by  both  women  and  men. 

Sunday  night  the  presentation  of  the  Hugo  awards,  one 
of  the  two  highest  honors  given  to  science  fiction  works, 
took  place  in  Hynes  Auditorium.  We  got  there  early  in 
order  to  get  a  good  seat,  and  were  rewarded  with  a  ringside 
seat  for  the  procession  of  famous  writers  who  quickly  filled 
the  reserved  section.  The  awards  ceremony  itself  disap¬ 
pointed  our  expectations.  Master  of  Ceremonies  was 
Robert  Silverberg,  a  writer  we  have  long  respected  both  for 
the  brilliance  of  his  writing  and  his  long  dedication  to 
using  unusual  cultures,  including  gay  culture,  in  his 
fiction.  • 

Silverberg  came  out  with  a  barrage  of  racist  and  sexist 
Bob  Hope -style  jokes  and  insults  that  led  tortuously  to  the 
presentation  of  awards.  The  high  point  of  the  awards  pres¬ 
entation  was  the  novel  award,  which  was  presented  by 
Isaac  Asimov.  Asimov,  who  makes  a  point  of  being  obnox¬ 
ious  on  every  possible  occasion,  grabbed  both  woman 
attendants  standing  by  the  stairs  to  the  stage;  as  he  walked 
onto  the  stage  a  third  woman,  seeing  him  coming,  backed 
away  and  knocked  over  a  screen  which  ran  along  the  back 
of  the  stage,  revealing  the  other  attendants.  Undeterred, 
Asimov  went  on  to  kiss  his  final  victim.  Asimov’s 
ridiculous  behavior  earned  him  guffaws  from  the  audience 
which  by  this  point  had  put  up  with  enough  bullshit. 


•Robert  Silverberg  captures  pure  emotion  in  his  characters;  his  stories  are  often 
poignant,  exciting  and  realistic.  To  a  large  degree.  Silverberg  has  drawn  on  minority 
characters  in  his  work.  His  short  story  Sundance  is  remarkable;  in  it,  a  biologist  of 
Native  American  descent  is  psychologically  tortured  as  he  witnesses  a  race  of 
creatures  being  destroyed,  just  as  his  own  Sioux  ancestors  were  almost  totally  wiped 
out  in  the  1800s. 

Sometimes,  however.  Silverberg's  use  of  minorities  is  questionable  He  relies  on 
cartoon  figures.  In  the  novel  Dying  Inside,  he  has  a  gang  of  jive-talking  black 
basketball  players  beat  a  man  unconscious.  Another  novel,  The  Booh  Of  Skulls,  has 
a  gay  character.  Ned,  who  is  purely  vicious  and  evil,  Ned  triggers  the  suicides  of 
three  other  gay  men.  who  all  happened  to  have  loved  him.  With  this  book. 
Silverberg  is  whipping  gays  with  a  double  whammy  —  we’re  shown  as  being  either 
horrible,  self-centered  monsters  or  death-wishing  sadsacks. 

On  one  hand.  Silverberg’s  use  of  minority  characters  can  be  almost  called 
commendable  —  he  is  showing  us  that  we  do  not  live  in  an  all-male,  Anglo-Saxon, 
lily-white  world.  However,  the  manner  in  which  he  uses  minorities  raises  many 
suspicions. 


One  of  the  more  hotly  contested  awards  was  that  for  best 
fanzine.  The  winner,  Boston 's  Locus,  was  booed  by  a  large 
segment  of  the  audience;  there  is  widespread  sentiment 
that  the  publication  can  no  longer  be  considered  an 
amateur  production.  Janus  and  Thrust  were  also 
nominees. 

We  were  disappointed  that  Disch 's  On  Wings  of  Song 
did  not  win  the  novel  award;  but  at  least  it  was  a  nominee. 
The  award  was  given  to  Arthur  C.  Clarke’s  The  Fountains 
of  Paradise. 
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The  gay  party  (announced  in  Lobster  Tails  as  being  for 
“gay  men,  lesbian  women,  and  friends  of  the  pre- 
ceeding  [sic]”),  took  place  in  a  two-bedroom  suite. 
The  bathtub,  filled  with  ice,  served  as  refrigerator  and,  as 
it  was  Sunday  night  and  the  liquor  stores  were  closed,  our 
refreshments  consisted  of  Tab  and  Coca-Cola.  About  fifty 
people  attended  the  party  in  the  time  we  were  there.  A 
straight  man,  claiming  to  be  an  AP  photographer,  stood  in 
the  doorway  (afraid  of  contamination?)  and  took  pictures 
as  gay  and  lesbian  SF  fans  chatted  with  writers  and  fan 
organizers. 

At  the  party,  we  discussed  the  ERA  with  Denys  Howard 
of  Seattle.  Denys  explained  that  SF  fans  from  different 
cities  place  bids  to  host  the  world  conventions.  (The 
conventions  generally  move  across  the  country.  In  1982, 
the  worldcon  is  due  to  be  held  in  the  Midwest.)  There  was 
a  controversy  surrounding  the  proposed  locations  — 
Chicago  and  Detroit  were  both  bidding.  (As  we  learned  at 
the  party,  Detroit  lost  its  bid.)  The  controversy  stemmed 
from  the  ERA  —  Illinois  (Chicago’s  state)  has  not  ratified 
the  amendment,  while  Michigan  (Detroit’s  state)  has. 
Many  SF  fans  (men,  as  well  as  women)  felt  this  was  just 
cause  to  boycott  Chicago  while  others  argued  that  it  was 
unimportant. 

A  San  Francisco-based  group  called  Fans  for  the  ERA 
placed  a  full-page  ad  in  the  program  book  which  outlined 
Illinois’  non-ratification  of  the  ERA  and  went  on  to 
endorse  the  Chicago  boycott:  “SF  literature,  the  heart  of 
fandom,  consistently  addresses  political  and  social  issues. 
We  consider  human  rights  and  gender  roles  in  fannish 
writings,  readings,  and  conversations  —  why  not  when  fan 
action  would  affect  the  world  we  live  in?  .  .  .  The  rights  of 
over  100  million  Americans'  entire  lives  can't  be  out¬ 
weighed  by  the  disappointment  of  some  dozen  people 
who  can't  run  a  con  in  a  specific  year.  .  .  .  The  boycott  is 
pure  economics,  intended  to  include  us.  We  are  big 
business  —  the  ’82  Worldcon  attendees  will  spend  over 
$1,000,000.  We'd  be  one  of  the  ten  largest  groups 
honoring  the  boycott,  just  behind  the  Democratic 
National  Committee." 

With  Denys,  we  shared  our  pleasure  in  seeing  so  many 
lesbians  and  gay  men  at  the  convention.  There  is  a  kind  of 
merging  point  between  gays  and  SF  fans  —  we’re  both 
considered  odd,  outcasts  from  society  at  large.  Also  the 
press  has  a  knack  for  bringing  the  two  groups  together  by 
way  of  some  insensitive  oppression.  Denys  saidthatJSF  fans 
usually  distrust  reporters,  who  have  a  tendency  to 
misunderstand  fandom  and  focus  on  its  more  "bizarre” 
aspects.  Indeed,  earlier  that  day  The  Boston  Globe  had 
run  an  article  on  the  convention,  one  that  stressed  the 
masquerade  of  the  night  before  and  failed  to  mention  all 
the  other  events  (films,  panels,  etc.).  The  fans  were 
disappointed.  There’s  an  interesing  parallel  in  these  media 
misrepresentations:  how  many  times  have  we  been  equally 
disappointed  by  lack  of  coverage  at  gay  pride  week 
activities,  coverage  that  usually  consists  only  of  brief, 
filmed  footage  of  drag  queens? 

Some  years  ago,  Denys  published  a  fanzine  entitled 
Women  And  Men.  Its  emphasis  was  on  material  of  interest 
to  lesbians  and  gay  men.  After  seeing  such  an  amazing 
turnout  at  the  gay  party,  and  at  the  feminist  and  homo¬ 
phobia  panels,  Denys  expressed  a  willingness  to  print  his 
fanzine  once  again. 

The  people  we  had  seen  at  the  homophobia  panel  resur¬ 
faced  at  the  party,  along  with  a  few  surprises.  Elizabeth 
Lynn,  whom  we  had  seen  an  hour  earlier  at  the  Hugo 
Awards  in  a  lavender  backless  gown,  typical  “lady  writer" 
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drag  for  such  events,  showed  up  at 
the  party  in  T-shirt  and  jeans. 
Marion  Zimmer  Bradley  talked 
about  the  new  paperback  edition 
of  her  non-sf  gay  novel,  The 
Catch  Trap,  which  she  reported  is 
selling  well  in  this  “less  closeted” 
edition.  (Publicity  for  the 
hardcover  edition  was  subdued 
and  avoided  mention  of  the 
dominant  gay  theme,  whereas  the 
paperback  deals  straightforwardly 
with  the  gay  material  both  in  the 
jacket  illustrations  and  the 
blurbs.)  She  also  spoke  to  us 
about  gay  life  in  the  thirties  and 
forties  (one  of  the  outstanding 
features  of  the  novel  was  her 
convincing  rendition  of  this  era) 
and  her  involvement  in  the  early 
Daughters  of  Bilitis  journal,  The 
Ladder,  dating  from  that  time. 
Marion,  unlike  most  Ladder 
contributors,  wrote  lesbian  short 
stories  under  her  own  name. 

Robin  Johnson,  a  member  of 
the  Gay  Information  collective  in 
New  South  Wales,  Australia, 
talked  to  us  about  the  problems  of 
being  gay  in  fandom,  speaking 
from  long  experience.  He 
characterized  fandom  as  a 
clannish  subculture  of  people  who 
feel  alienated  from  society;  a 
description  he  sees  as  applying  to 
the  gay  subculture  as  well.  Despite 
this  connection  between  fandom 
and  the  gay  experience,  however, 
he  saw  gay  sf  fans  as  being  almost 
invisible.  He  felt  disappointed 
that,  despite  a  long  involvement  in 
fandom,  he  had  no  encounter 
with  other  gay  fans  until  three 
years  ago. 

When  Samuel  Delany  made  his 
way  into  the  room  we  immediately 
cornered  him  and  found  him  more 
than  willing  to  answer  our 
questions.  Though  he  has  been 
conspicuous  as  a  gay  sf  writer  for 
years,  we  were  unaware  that  he  is 
also  a  father  and  has  been  active 
in  a  gay  parents’  group.  He 
acknowledged  that  there  is  no 


formal  support  network  for 
lesbian  and  gay  sf  writers,  but  it 
became  clear  in  the  course  of  our 
conversation  that  gay  sf  writers 
are  aware  of  one  another  and  that 
the  underground  links  exist. 
Dropping  names  of  sf  writers  of 
varying  degrees  of  closetedness 
would  be  pointless;  but  we  began 
to  realize  that  the  gay  presence  in 
sf  is  much  greater  than  we  had 
thought,  and  this  leaves  room  for 
the  hope  that  gay  themes  will 
continue  to  emerge  in  the  writing 
of  both  the  established  and  newer 
writers. 

Delany  followed  up  on  some  of 
the  ideas  he  had  tossed  out  at  the 
homophobia  panel.  We  talked 
about  Ursula  LeGuin’s  treatment 
of  gay  characters:  in  addition  to 
the  no-win  plot  of  The  Left  Hand 
of  Darkness,  she  included  in  her 
major  novel,  The  Dispossessed,  a 
gay  character  who  was  remarkable 
for  embodying  all  the  most 
depressing  stereotypes  of  gay 
“pathology,”  and  who,  everyone 
agreed,  was  best  forgotten. 
Delany  made  the  interesting  point 
that  the  main  reason  most  gay 
characters  in  sf  are  failures  is  that 
there  is  usually  only  one  of  them 
in  any  given  work.  Shown  outside 
of  the  context  of  relationships 
with  other  gay  characters,  it  is 
impossible  to  show  them  as  fully 
developed  people,  and  obviously  a 
gay  surrounded  by  straight 
characters  is  going  to  be  a  mess. 
This  is  parallelled  by  the  tradi¬ 
tional  treatment  of  women  in  sf;  a 
succession  of  female  characters 
relating  to  one  man  does  not  equal 
a  series  of  female  characters,  but 
rather  one  male  character. 

We  also  spoke  briefly  to  one  of 
the  “friends  of  the  preceding,” 
Val  Eads.  We  were  familiar  with 
Eads’s  work  due  to  her  brief  stint 
as  a  comic  book  writer;  her 
strongly  pacifist  and  feminist  war 
stories  stood  out  among  the 
morass  of  mediocre  comics  writ¬ 
ing,  She  is  currently  editor  of  a 


women’s  martial  arts  magazine 
called  Fighting  Woman  News,  and 
spoke  of  her  relief  at  escaping  the 
overwhelmingly  sexist  atmosphere 
of  the  male-dominated  fantasy 
business. 

he  themes  of  the  social 
impact  of  sf  and  the  cultural 
determinants  of  sf  plots 
which  had  emerged  at  the  homo¬ 
phobia  panel  and  were  touched  on 
lightly  at  Sunday’s  panel  on  “The 
Craft  of  Writing  SF”  were  the 
sole  topics  of  discussion  at 
Monday  afternoon’s  panel 
entitled  “Fairy  Tales,  Myths,  and 
Feminism.”  This  was  the  most 
exciting  panel  we  attended;  the 
debate  was  lively  and  informed, 
with  extensive  and  enthusiastic 
audience  participation.  Continua¬ 
tion  rooms  had  been  provided  to 
allow  panels  to  tie  up  loose  ends 
after  the  hour  allotted  to  them; 
this  panel  crowded  an  overflow 
audience  into  its  continuation 
room  and  went  on  for  an  extra 
hour,  winding  down  only  as 
panelists  left  one  by  one  to  catch 
planes  out  of  Boston. 

The  panel  was  moderated  by 
Sandra  Miesel,  a  fantasy/sf  editor 
for  Berkeley/Putnam.  Panel 
members  included  writers  Patricia 
McKillip,  Melissa  Ann  Singer, 
Anne  Laurie  Logan  (an  editor  of 
Harlot,  a  feminist  fanzine);  Ellen 
Kushner,  an  editor  recently  turned 
writer  (her  feminist  fantasy 
anthology  Basilisk  is  due  to  be 
published  this  month);  and  Anna 
Vargo,  a  convention  worker  who 
also  happens  to  be  very  widely 
read  in  the  field. 

Miesel  asked  the  panelists  to 
define  the  difference  between 
myth  and  fairy  tale.  Although  the 
semantic  issue  was  never  resolved, 
the  distinguishing  criteria  used  by 
the  different  panelists  reappeared 
as  critical  factors  in  all  subsequent 
discussion.  One  distinction 
involved  the  difference  between 
archetypal  material  drawn  from 
the  past  and  concerned  with 
power  relationships  (myth),  and 
the  self-conscious  use  of  this 
material  to  create  a  work  of  art 
imbued  with  hope  for  beneficial 
uses  of  power  (fairy  tale).  This 
distinction  can  be  seen  as  a 
dichotomy  between  unconscious 
and  conscious,  or  culture-bound 
and  countercultural,  re-genera¬ 
tions  of  archetypal  material. 

Implicit  in  the  discussion  was 
that,  though  most  fiction  contains 
plots  based  on  mythic  archetypes, 
this  is  much  more  obvious  in 
science  fiction  and  fantasy,  which 
bear  a  closer  superficial 
resemblance  to  the  myths  upon 
which  they  build  and  the  fairy 
tales  from  which  they  are 
historically  descended. 

As  this  was  a  statedly  feminist 
panel,  one  of  the  goals  of  the 
discussion  was  to  find  ways  in 
which  sf  can  serve  feminism.  It 
was  generally  agreed  that  it  is 
impossible  to  create  new 
archetypes  (this  is  not  the  same  as 
saying  fiction  cannot  explore  in 
new  directions;  it  means  that  there 
are  no  new  plots  under  the  sun). 
Therefore,  it  was  proposed  that 
writers  search  for  archetypes 
containing  feminist  values  in 
cultures  other  than  the  “egocen¬ 
tric,  adolescent,  Christian, 
Medieval,  European  value 
system”  (Kushner)  that  has  pro¬ 
duced  most  of  our  fairy  tales. 


The  panelists  were  pressed  to 
come  up  with  examples  of  sf  and 
fantasy  writers  who  have  broken 
out  of  this  mold.  An  oral  reading 
list  ensued,  but  the  name  that  was 
reverted  to  again  and  again  was 
that  of  the  prolific  but  neglected 
writer  Andre  Norton.  Norton’s 
most  famous  novel,  Daybreak 
2250  AD  uses  Native  American 
myths.  Native  American,  Asian 
and  African  myths  —  with  strong 
women,  emphasis  on  emotional 
and  social  relations,  and  de¬ 
emphasis  of  male  dominance  and 
power-wielding  —  appear 
throughout  the  body  of  Norton’s 
work. 

Though  it  was  agreed  that 
archetype  is  a  cultural  given  and 
cannot  be  manufactured,  some 
realistic  criticisms  of  this 
constricting  fact  were  offered. 
Kushner  noted  that  even  the  most 
positive  archetype  have  little  to 
offer  some  oppressed  segments  of 
the  population  —  an  implicit 
reference  to  the  fact  that  there  are 
few  homoerotic  myths.  Unfortun¬ 
ately  this  was  not  pursued. 
McKillip  said  that  although 
gender-role  reversal  was  ulti¬ 
mately  a  counterproductive  ploy, 
at  the  present  time  it  is  socially 
useful.  It  is  simply  social  reality 
that  strong  women  have  had  to 
identify  with  strong  male 


archetypes,  and  transforming 
these  male  archetypes  into  female 
characters  in  fiction  can  be 
beneficial.  Such  a  mechanical 
device  is  also  a  useful  spur  to  the 
writer  to  examine  the  myths  she  is 
using;  McKillip  concluded  that 
when  one  is  a  woman  there  is 
“nothing  more  lovely  than  the 
pronoun  SHE.”* 

We  were  left  with  the  feeling 
that,  if  all  sf  and  fantasy  writers 
were  as  conscious  of  the  materials 
they  are  dealing  with  as  were  the 
six  panelists,  there  would  be 
considerable  hope  for  sf  to  act 
more  and  more  as  a  medium  for 
progressive  social  values.  The 
question  of  how  homosexuality 
can  be  treated  seems  still  to  find 
its  best  answer  in  Delany’s  earlier 
assertion  that  only  by  the  ques¬ 
tioning  and  even  abandonment  of 
archetype  —  which  in  his  case  has 
meant  the  abandonment  of  tradi¬ 
tional  plot  —  can  we  break 
through  to  an  understanding  and 
portrayal  of  ourselves  that  is  truly 
free. 


•This  brings  to  mind  another  criticism  of 
The  Left  Hand  of  Darkness,  that  the 
female/male  characters  are  referred  to 
throughout  as  “he”  rather  than  “she”  or 
any  of  the  many  other  alternatives  —  a 
criticism  to  which  LeGuin  has  never 
satisfactorily  responded. 


RESEARCH  SUBJECTS 
NEEDED 

We  want  to  interview  subjects  about  their 
personality,  sexual  behavior  and  mental  abilities. 
You  must  be  Male,  Age  25-35,  Unmarried  and  in 
good  health.  Time  required:  about  5  hours. 
Payment:  $25. 

Call  our  office  for  further  information: 

247-5485 

FAMILY  STUDIES  LABORATORY 
BOSTON  UNIVERSITY  SCHOOL  OF  MEDICINE 


Same-day  and 

overnight  repairs 
by  our  expert, 
award-winning 
mechanics. 


Custom  installations  and 
modifications  backed  by  our 
extensive  parts  and  accessories 
inventory. 


Efficient,  warranted  repairs  at  fair 
prices  to  reunite  you  and  your 
bicycle  A.S.A.P. 


the  ^bteyde  exchange 

Hours  Tu.We.Sa  9-6.  Th.Fr  9-8  3  Bow  Street.  Harvard  Square.  Cambridge 


Sunday  Jazz  Brunch  is  back! 


Sept.  20-21  Saturday-Sunday 

SHEILA  JORDAN 
I/ll  /I*  HOT  KUHN 

J|  f  J  "  jazz  singer  extraordinaire...”  v 

LA  Examiner  ✓  \ 

u5He  ' 


3  Appleton  St  Boston  423-3652 


JAZZ  &  GOOD  COOKIN' 
7  NIGHTS  A  WEEK 


OIS  JACQ.UET 


The  Legend  Returns... 

Tuesday-Sunday  SEPT  23-28 


with 

Slam 

Stewart 


IZJLZJ 

tiJRile 


3  Appleton  St  .  Boston  423-3652 
JAZZ  *  GOOD  COOKIN'  7  NIGHTS  A  WEEK 


The  Uranian  Club 

Janus 

c/o  Jerry  Jacks 

P.O.  Box  1624 

170  Carl  St. 

Madison,  W1  53701 

San  Francisco,  CA  94117 

$6/4  issues 

$1 /issue  (donation  for 
mailing  costs  requested) 

Andre  Norton 

Robin  Johnson 

Fan  Circle  &  Fanzine 
c/o  Michele  Rosenberg 

c/o  Gay  Information 

85-45  130th  St.  v 

Box  A491 

Kew  Gardens,  NY  11415 

Sydney  South  NSW  2000 

$2/4  issues 

Australia 

Feature  on  Tim  Hammell  in 

Fighting  Woman  News 

A  Quarterly  of  Martial  Arts, 

Fantarama  #4 

Self-Defense  and  Combative  Sports 

1120  Bird  Rd. 

Box  1459  Grand  Central  Sta. 

Richmond,  DC 

New  York,  NY  10163 

Gay  Fandom 
c/o  Don  Sakers 

$7.50/yr. 

303  Jerlyn  Avenue 

Linthicum,  MD  21090 
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Odyssey  of  o  Unicom _ 

Keeping  the  Flame  Alive 


By  Nancy  Walker 

At  the  time  of  this  writing,  it  is 
mere  hours  before  the  beginning 
of  Rosh  Hashannah,  the  Jewish 
New  Year.  For  us,  it  is  not  the 
partying,  boozing,  jumping-up- 
and-down  holiday  that  occurs  on 
December  31.  Rather,  our  New 
Year  celebration  is  one  of  the 
“High  Holy  Days,”  a  time  of 
remembrance,  reflection,  hope 
and  commitment.  It  is,  also,  a 
time  of  feasting  and  familial 
affection,  as  are  all  Jewish 
holidays  —  save  the  other  part  of 
the  Jewish  New  Year,  Yom 
Kippur,  the  Day  of  Atonement. 
On  that  one  day  of  all  the  year, 
Jews  fast. 

For  Catholics  and  Orthodox 
Christians,  the  notion  of  fasting  is 
not  particularly  strange,  but  for 
Jews,  whose  lives  often  center 
around  the  dining  room  table, 
fasting  is  always  spelled,  psycho¬ 
logically,  with  a  capital  “F.” 

I  must  confess  that  I  am  a  Jew 
in  stomach  only.  I  attend  neither 
Temple  (Reform  Jews),  nor  Syna¬ 
gogue  (Orthodox  or 

Conservative).  I  do  not,  as  I  have 
said  many  times,  believe  in  God. 
When  I  told  this  to  a  rabbi, 
expecting  him  to  be  hugely 
impressed,  he  simply  said, 
“That’s  all  right;  you  don’t  have 
to.”  I  was  taken  aback.  However, 
his  point,  and  mine,  is  that  you 
are  a  Jew  no  matter  what  you 
believe  or  don’t  believe.  All  you 
have  to  do  is  be  bom  to  Jewish 
parents,  or,  actually,  just  a  Jewish 
mother,  and  you  are  Jewish.  You 
can  look  Jewish,  which  solves  a 
lot  of  identity  crisis  problems,  but 
did  you  ever  hear  of  anyone 
looking  Presbyterian?  Not 
possible. 

Being  Jewish  is  an  emotional 
identification  of  oneself  with  all 


the  Jews  in  the  world,  knowing 
that  on  Rosh  Hashannah,  they 
will  be  celebrating,  in  some  way, 
renewal  and  hope  and  solidarity 
with  one  another. 

The  Jews  have  always  been  a 
persecuted  people,  surrounded  by 
hostile  non-Jews.  Those  of  us 
lucky  enough  to  have  been  born  in 
America  do  not  feel  the  same  kind 
of  threat  as  our  non-American 
cousins.  We  have  not  suffered 
through  pogroms  here,  as  have  the 
Russian  Jews.  We  have  not  been 
put  into  concentration  camps  in 
America.  Here  no  government- 
sanctioned  attempt  at  genocide 
ever  took  place.  Even  so,  lurking 
in  the  back  of  every  adult  Jew’s 
consciousness  is  the  fear  that 
someday,  such  a  dreadful  event 
could  come  to  pass.  The  price  of 
life,  never  mind  liberty,  for  Jews, 
is  indeed  eternal  vigilance. 

Why  am  I,  a  unicorn  with  a 
horn  slightly  askew,  getting  into 
this  ultra-heavy  trip  on  the  eve  of 
a  feast,  especially  when  this 
particular  unicorn  digs  eating  like 
no  mythical  beast  before  me?  For 
the  simple  reason  that,  feast  or  no 
feast,  I  am  doing  what  all  good 
Jews  should  be  doing:  I  am 
remembering. 

Part  of  being  who  we  are  as 
gays  and  as  Jews,  if  so  we  happen 
to  be,  is  the  keeping  of  a  flame, 
like  the  flame  lit  and  protected  for 
the  Olympics,  like  the  flame  of  the 
candles  lit  in  churches,  or  the 
flame  lit  in  religious  Jewish  homes 
on  Friday  nights.  The  keeping  of  a 
flame  in  the  heart  and  in  the 
memory  reminds  us  constantly  of 
our  goals  as  caring,  sensitive 
human  beings.  Jews  and  gays  are 
obligated  to  remember. 

As  Jews,  we  mark  occasions  of 
great  significance  in  our  lives  with 
either  great  celebration  or  solemn 


ritual.  We  are  able  to  purge  our 
negative  feelings  openly  and  with 
gracefulness.  We  are  allowed  dig¬ 
nity  in  the  conduct  of  our  affairs, 
because  we  have  these  times  set 
aside  for  remembering,  which 
should  set  us  free  to  do  our  chosen 
tasks  the  rest  of  the  time. 

During  this  holiday  season  in 
our  religious  services  we  say 
prayers  for  those  who  have  died, 
for  those  who  exist  now  only  in 
our  memories.  It  is  impossible  for 
me  not  to  remember  all  the 
members  of  my  family  who  are  no 
longer  with  me.  It  is  impossible 
for  me  not  to  think  of  David  P. 
Brill,  so  recently  gone,  so  sorely 
needed,  by  me,  personally,  by  me, 
politically,  by  the  whole 
community,  professionally.  David 
Brill  was  an  investigative  reporter 
and  political  analyst  whose 
contribution  to  GCN  along  those 
lines  was  unmatched  in  any  gay 
paper  anywhere  at  any  time,  and 
whose  work  is  profoundly  missed. 

David’s  death  was  a  shock  to  us 
all,  and  a  grave  emotional  loss  to 
me  and  many  others.  I  cannot 
number  the  times  I  have  felt  and 
said,  “I  wish  David  were  here.” 

He  had  enormous  capacity  for 
hard  work  and  an  iron-clad  mem¬ 
ory.  He  was  also  endowed  with 
the  rare  ability  to  write  lively  and 
accurate  political  analyses.  David, 
David,  I  miss  you. 

I  cannot  make  myself  believe 
that  all  the  energy  and  brilliance 
of  David  Brill  no  longer  exist  in 
the  world.  Somewhere  he  must  be 
shedding  light  on  political  chican¬ 
ery,  solving  murder  mysteries  (an¬ 
other  of  his  specialties,  and  one 
needed  currently  with  all  the  still- 
unsolved  murders  of  gay  men)  and 
probably  having  a  good  laugh  at 
us  and  some  of  our  occasional 
Continued  on  page  13 


Q^EEN  LEAF 
FLORISTS 

,Y <)T  JUST  A  PLANT  STORE 

Flowers  Wired 


TELEPHONE:  247-3500 
DICK  GREENLEAF 

478  COLUMBUS  AVE. 
SOUTH  END,  BOSTON 


WBCN  104  FM  AND  ALAN  HAYAAON  PRESENT 


AN  EVENING  WITH  THE 
OUTRAGEOUS 

GRACE 

JONES 


AND 

BAND 


BERKLEE  PERFORMANCE 
CENTER 

SUNDAY,  OCTOBER  5th,  7-.30  P.M. 

Tickets  on  sale  at  the  Berklee  Box  Office,  Strawberries,. 
Out-of-Town  Tickets  and  Concert  Charge,  426-8181 . 


Instead  of  voting 
your  party  this  year, 
vote  your  principles. 

“My  name  is  Jim  McDonald  and  I’m  a  Republican. 

To  some  people  that  statement  is  enough  to  stop  reading  this  ad.  But  if  you  read 
on  to  see  what  I  believe  in  and  to  what  I’m  dedicated  to  accomplishing,  I  think  I’ll 
win  your  support. 

First  things  first.  The  most  critical  issues  that  face  us  are  those  that  affect  our 
lives  every  single  day.  The  harrowing  experience  of  a  simple  walk  after  dark.  The 
impossibility  of  getting  a  parking  space  right  in  our  own  neighborhoods. 
The  crushing  effect  of  exorbitant  property  taxes.  The  lack  of  adequate  housing. 

Also,  my  position  is  clear.  I  will  support  and  sponsor  gay  rights  and  women’s 
rights  measures  because  I  believe  in  them. 

These  are  the  realities  we  face.  And  these  are  the  realities  that  we  can  change. 
As  you  get  to  know  me  better  and  understand  my  positive  programs  for  change  in 
our  community,  I  know  you’ll  come  to  the  belief  that  I’m  the  best  person  for  the  job.” 

Harvard  Graduate  •  Member  Massachusetts  Bar  •  Law  Practice  with  Boston  firm 
of  Choate,  Hall  and  Stewart  •  Family  Man  and  Beacon  Hill  Resident 


Vote  Jim  McDonald  for  State  Rep. 

Paid  for  by  the  Committee  to  Elect  James  S.  McDonald,  Box  242, 310  Franklin  Street,  Boston,  MA  02110. 

John  W.  Sears,  Chairman 
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Deciding  to  be  a  Parent 


By  Jan  Parlin 

A  little  over  a  year  ago,  some¬ 
one  wrote  a  letter  to  GCN  suggest¬ 
ing  that  an  appropriate  word  for 
straight  people  would  be  “breed¬ 
ers.”  For  many  reasons,  I  found 
that  offensive  and  I  wrote  a  letter 
expressing  my  feelings.  In  the  let¬ 
ter  I  mentioned  that  I  was  an  open 
lesbian  and  was  pregnant.  This 
was  followed  by  an  invitation 
from  GCN  to  write  an  article  des¬ 
cribing  this  experience.  I  didn’t 
feel  that  the  saga  was  far  enough 
along  at  that  point,  so  1  simply  let 
it  slide.  At  this  writing,  my  son  is 
nine  months  old  and  1  have  a 
clearer  perspective  of  what  it’s  all 
about. 

My  decision  to  become  preg¬ 
nant,  to  some  degree,  stemmed 
from  my  particular,  very  atypical 
situation.  For  three  years  1  was  a 
prostitute.  My  experiences  ran  the 
gamut  from  call-girl  and  masseuse 
to  streetwalker  and  “dirty  mixer” 
in  strip  bars.  Thus,  the  possibility 
of  pregnancy  was  a  good  deal 
more  real  to  me  than  to  most  les¬ 
bians.  For  the  last  year  of  my 
hustling  days,  I  very  much  wanted 
to  become  pregnant.  The  desire 
was  not  so  much  rational  as  emo¬ 
tional.  I  still  don’t  totally  under¬ 
stand  it.  During  most  of  this  time 
period,  I  was  involved  with  a 
womyn  who  was  not  enamoured 
of  my  profession  and  who  was  less 
than  enthused  at  the  prospect  of 
immediate  pregnancy.  She  was 
fairly  young,  living  with  her  fam¬ 
ily  and  attending  college  full-time, 
and  I  think  it  was  too  much  to  ask 
of  her  in  her  situation.  We  even¬ 
tually  broke  up  and  1  became 
friends  and  then  lovers  with  a 
womyn  who  herself  had  been  a 
hooker  years  ago  and  who  relates 
well  to  children. 

By  this  time,  however,  I  was 
doubting  my  fertility.  Two  and 
one  half  years  previously,  I  had 
had  an  unplanned  pregnancy  that 
had  resulted  in  an  early  mis¬ 
carriage  with  resultant  complica¬ 
tions.  1  was  told  at  the  time  that  I 
might  not  be  able  to  conceive 
again.  So,  after  several  months  of 


trying,  1  essentially  gave  up.  I  saw 
no  point  in  resuming  the  use  of 
contraception.  I  was  becoming  ab¬ 
sorbed  in  my  new  relationship  and 
was  thinking  less  of  pregnancy. 
Surprise!  I  became  pregnant  in 
February  of  1979  and  it  was  con¬ 
firmed  in  March.  Obviously,  I’m 
fertile.  However,  this  was  a  really 
bad  time  period  in  my  life,  as  a 
trick  had  recently  attempted  to  kill 
me  so  I  had  basically  quit  hustling 
and  was  just  seeing  regulars.  This 
had  the  effect  of  drastically  re¬ 
ducing  my  income.  (However,  it 
enabled  me  to  know  who  my 
child’s  father  was  with  total  ac¬ 
curacy.)  Because  of  my  shaky  fin¬ 
ances  and  the  fact  that  my  father 
had  just  had  a  heart  attack,  to  say 
nothing  of  initially  negative  reac¬ 
tions  from  some  friends,  1  briefly 
(for  about  a  week)  contemplated 
abortion.  I  developed  a  theory, 
though,  which  may  or  may  not 
make  sense  to  anyone  else,  that 
the  only  logical  reasons  to  abort 
are  to  retain  the  status  quo;  that 
is,  if  your  life  is  so  terrific  that  any 
change  would  be  unwelcome  or  if 
it  were  so  awful  that  you  wouldn’t 
bring  anyone  else  into  it.  Since  my 
life  fit  in  neither  category,  I  de¬ 
cided  to  continue  the  pregnancy. 

Initially,  I  wanted  a  home  birth, 
but  because  of  my  living  situation 
(I  was  living  at  a  womyn’s  resi¬ 
dence  run  by  the  YWCA)  and 
knowing  I  would  have  to  move 
during  my  pregnancy,  I  wasn’t 
sure  how  practical  that  would  be. 
So  I  chose  a  hospital  with  mid¬ 
wives  and  a  birth  room  and  signed 
up  for  Lamaze  classes,  with  my 
lover  acting  as  coach. 

Physically,  it  was  a  very  easy 
pregnancy.  One  thing  I  really 
liked  was  that,  since  I  began  show¬ 
ing  early,  for  six  months  men  did 
not  hassle  me  on  the  streets  at  all. 
Whether  it’s  because  they’re 
turned  off  to  pregnant  womyn  or 
because  they  perceived  me  to  be 
another  man’s  property,  1  don’t 
know.  After  a  few  months,  my 
friends  became  much  more  sup¬ 
portive.  Several  genuinely  didn’t 


understand  my  decision,  but  were 
fairly  supportive  anyway.  My 
lover  was  supportive,  but  our  rela¬ 
tionship  underwent  enormous 
strains  during  this  time.  We  are 
still  together;  in  many  ways  we 
have  a  stronger  and  closer  rela¬ 
tionship  than  we  did  then,  but  in 
other  ways  the  damage  was  deva¬ 
stating. 

I  didn’t  tell  my  parents  until  I 
was  almost  six  months  along. 


They  were  very  ambivalent.  They 
were  upset  that  I’m  not  married, 
although  they  have  known  of  my 
lesbianism  for  years.  While  I 
didn’t  explicitly  say  that  I  was 
pregnant  as  a  result  of  commerce 
rather  than  emotion,  they  realized 
it,  as  they  had  known  1  had  been  a 
hooker  in  the  past.  They  weren’t 
happy  about  that  either.  They  felt 
the  whole  situation  was  unfair  to 
my  child  (they  still  do)  and  were 
angry  that  I  hadn’t  had  an  abor¬ 
tion.  Yet  they  were  helpful  in  buy¬ 
ing  things  such  as  a  crib,  baby 
clothes,  maternity  clothes,  etc. 

I  moved  to  Jamaica  Plain  while 


in  my  'sixth  month  and  found  a 
roommate  through  my  COPE 
group  (Coping  with  the  Overall 
Pregnancy/Parenting  Experience) 
who  was  also  pregnant.  She  was 
due  ten  days  before  I  was.  She  was 
straight  and  was  subconsciously 
mildly  homophobic,  but  we  got 
along  well  enough. 

Having  quit  hustling  during  my 
pregnancy,  I  went  on  AFDC, 
which  was  another  issue  with  my 
family.  The  baby’s  father  knew  I 
was  pregnant  and  was  fairly 
freaked  out.  He  was  moving  to  the 
Continued  on  page  13 


MAJOR 

EVENT 

Beginning  Saturday, 
September  13,  1980, 
Slave  to  Fashion,  Inc., 
will  bring  to  Boston  the 
Erotic  Art  of  some  of  the 
country's  most  famous 
gay  artists. 


Following  shows 
include:  works  by 
Anderson,  Glidden, 

Flurd,  Marchand, 

Musgrave,  Nuki, 
and  Wood. 

Call  for  information. 

5  GALLERY 

At  526  Tremont  St. 

(A  Division  of  Slave  to  Fashion)  t 
In  the  South  End 
(617)  451-0194 


WE  ALL  HA  VE  ANIMAL  NEEDS! 

NOW  EWE  HAVE  A  STORE  TO  FULFILL  THEM... 


NOW  OPEN 


A  GIFT  AND  CARD  MENAGERIE 


OPEN  MONDAY  THRU  SATURDAY 
10  AM  TO  7  PM 


226  NEWBURY  ST.  5364995 

[BETWEEN  EXETER  AND  FAIRFIELD] 
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The.  cops  hadn’t  found,  the  murder 
■weapon  and  while  I  have-  a  lot  of 
respect  for  those-  underpaid  babe* 
in  blue,  I  figured  another  once  over  on 
the  scene  of  the  crime  would  do  no 
harm 


Of 

c 

o 

Of 

•■■I 

JC 

o 
o 
u 

continued  from  page  12 
west  coast  anyway. 

Well,  ten  days  earlier  than 
expected,  on  my  roommate’s  due 
date,  my  lover  and  I  had  a  chance 
to  put  our  Lamaze  training  to  use. 
While  I  wasn’t  able  to  have  the 
birth  room,  I  did  have  a  midwife 
in  attendance  and  had  a  complete¬ 
ly  unmedicated  delivery  of  a  7 
pound,  10  ounce  boy,  named 
Daniel  Rafael. 

People’s  attitudes  have  changed 
since  my  son’s  birth.  Those  who 
were  less  than  ecstatic  are  crazy 
about  him.  (If  1  must  say  so,  he  is 
adorable.)  My  family  dotes  on 
him.  My  lover  spoils  him  rotten. 


Five  sharp  piece#  of  metal! 

Could  these,  chunjcs  fit  toi 
to  form  one.  solid  object,  an 
object  that  had  been  used  for 
murder?  I  played  With  the  piece* 
until... 
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But  there  are  others  in  the  gay  and 
lesbian  communities  who  have 
expressed  veiled  resentment 
towards  a  child  being  present  at 
events.  He  crawls  now  and  gets 
into  everything;  sometimes  he 
cries  or  spits  up.  Having  once 
been  childless,  1  can  understand 
these  attitudes. 

When  my  living  situation 
changed,  through  eviction  due  to 
circumstances  beyond  my  control, 
and  to  my  roommate  choosing  to 
move  back  to  her  former  neigh¬ 
borhood  on  her  own,  I  was  lucky 
in  that  I  found  a  lesbian  who, 
though  childless,  doesn’t  mind  my 
son  living  there.  She’s  easy  to  get 


continued  from  page  11 
petty  bickering. 

I  am  not  the  only  one  who  re¬ 
members  David.  The  David  Brill 
Memorial  Fund  has  been  active 
since  its  formation  shortly  after 
David’s  death,  and  as  part  of  the 
Gay  Pride  Week  festivities,  the 
fund  gave  $1,000  to  GCN  to  pay 
for  a  part-time  investigative 
journalist.  The  fund  keeps 
David’s  memory  alive  and  contin¬ 
ues  the  necessary  work  that  he 
began. 

The  Jewish  New  Year  ap¬ 


proaches  with  all  its  religious  and 

extra-religious  connotations.  This 
is  a  time  of  rejoicing  and 
remembering.  I  rejoice  in  many 
fine  experiences  that  I  have  had 
through  my  connection  with  our 
movement  and  this  newspaper.  I 
rejoice  in  the  memory  of  David 
Brill.  I  look  forward  to  another 
year  of  hard  work,  dedication 
and,  hopefully,  progress  toward 
our  shared  goals  of  liberation  and 
peace.  Shalom,  David.  Shalom, 
also,  to  all  of  you. 


along  with  and  the  area,  Mission 
Hill,  is  a  little  closer  to  downtown 
and  thus  more  convenient.  I  do 
miss  not  having  daily  contact  with 
another  mother  of  a  child  of  the 
same  age  as  mine.  Most  of  my 
friends  who  are  parents  have 
adolescents. 

Lesbians  often  say  that  they 
admire  my  courage,  which  seems 
odd,  as  I  don’t  consider  myself 
courageous,  or  see  the  situation  as 
one  that  requires  courage. 
Stamina,  patience,  support  —  yes. 
You  don’t  need  a  lover,  but  you 
can’t  be  isolated.  You  have  to  be 
fairly  flexible.  You  have  to  be  able 
to  accept  that  there  are  going  to  be 
days  in  which  you  feel  less  like 
earth  mother  and  more  like  a 
potential  child  abuser.  There  will 
be  days  or  evenings  when  you  and 
your  lover  would  like  some  time 
alone  and  you  can’t  afford  a 
babysitter  and  all  the  friends 
who’ve  volunteered  to  sit  “any 
time  you  want”  collectively  have 
developed  bubonic  plague.  It’s 
also  a  sort  of  schizy,  fragmented 
feeling  —  everyone  assumes 
you’re  straight.  Overall,  though, 
I’d  do  it  again. 


Continued  from  Page  3 
man  recently  nominated  for  U.S. 
Vice  President  at  the  Democratic 
Convention  in  New  York.  His  name 
was  Mel  Boozer  and  he  told  the  con¬ 
vention,  “I  know  what  it  means  to 
be  called  a  nigger  and  I  know  what  it 
means  to  be  called  a  faggot,  and  I 
understand  the  difference  in  the 

marrow  of  my  bones.  And  I  can  sum 
up  that  difference  in  one  word: 
None!” 

Instead  of  wasting  editorial  space 
attacking  gay  people,  perhaps  the 
Banner  should  do  some  in-depth 
coverage  of  Boston’s  exciting,  div¬ 
erse  black  lesbian  and  gay  communi¬ 
ty. 

I  regret  that,  due  to  anti-gay 
bigotry,  in  your  paper,  in  my  work¬ 
place,  and  in  the  black  community,  I 
cannot  sign  my  name.  I  hope  1  will 
be  able  to  do  so  some  day. 

Sincerely  yours, 

A  Man  who  is  Proud  to  be  Black 
and  Proud  to  be  Gay. 

An  Invitation  to  the  gay  and  lesbian  community 

The  opening  of  a  shop  on  Newbury  Street  is  hardly  news  since  each  year  at  this 
time  another  harvest  of  shops  brings  a  freshness  to  an  already  exciting  street.  The 
creativity  of  the  gay  community  is  evident  in  the  many  fine  shops  and  services 
already  available  and  there  is  little  doubt  that  the  whole  street  benefits  greatly  from 
the  patronage  of  the  thousands  of  gay  men  and  lesbians  who  live,  work  and  shop  in 
the  area. 

What  is  news  is  that  a  shop  with  a  special  link  to  the  gay  community  —A  to  Zoo 
— A  gift  and  card  menagerie,  is  now  open  and  looking  forward  to  serving  you. 

For  the  past  4  years  while  serving  as  buyer  and  manager  of  Copley  Flair,  I  tried 
to  provide  an  atmosphere  in  which  gay  people  would  not  only  find  appealing 
merchandise  but  also  a  pleasant  welcome.  Now  that  I  have  moved  to  this  new 
venture  my  partners  Martha  Cady,  Rick  Lundin  and  I  want  to  expand  on  that 
commitment  pledging  all  of  our  energies,  time  and  talent  to  create  a  shop  with  a 
specific  yet  broad  appeal.  We  pledge  not  only  to  make  you  feel  welcome — but  at 
home  in  a  wonderfully  relaxed  atmosphere.  In  keeping  with  the  Newbury  Street 
tradition,  A  to  Zoo  will  be  an  entertaining  experience  topped  off  with  personal 
service.  And  you'll  find  a  wide  selection  of  cards  and  gifts  that  range  from  whimsical 
to  elegant. 

Along  with  fine  services  and  a  unique  collection  we  look  forward  to  offering  our 
support  of  the  programs  and  services  that  have  come  to  mean  so  much  to  the 
community. 

With  all  of  this  in  mind  I  want  to  publicly  express  my  appreciation  to  so  many  of 
you  in  the  community  who  have  been  supportive  of  this  transition  and  have 
encouraged  me  to  embark  on  this  new  venture.  Your  enthusiasm  and  interest  have 
been  heartwarming  as  well  as  stimulating.  The  fruits  of  that  support  are  beginning  to 
show  now  that  A  to  Zoo  is  open. 

Rick,  Martha  and  I  look  forward  to  seeing  you  and  fulfilling  your  “animal  needs.” 
We  hope  you’ll  find  A  to  Zoo  as  exciting  as  it  has  been  for  us  in  bringing  it  to 
fruition. 

Sincerely, 

Larry  Kessler 
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Classifieds 


JUST  FRIENDS _ 

LF  seeks  Rock  'n  Roll  gays  to  talk  & 
party  with.  I'm  sad  about  a  breakup  & 
want  some  friends  to  help  me  out.  GCN 
Box  316. _ (12) 

WM,  37  seeks  anyone  Into  amat 
science,  parapsych,  langs,  outdoors, 
animals,  weight  lifting,  bodybuilding, 
wrestling,  swim,  horror,  sclflct,  tv, 
movies,  adventure,  old  rock  music, 
inexpensive  dining,  hiking  boatrlde. 
Write  Box  18431  Franklin  St.  Boston 
MA02110. _ (10)) 

To  the  wlmln  at  9/6  Natick  Party. 
Thanks  for  the  super  pillows  and  great 
time.  Came  via  Frlends?/Get  our 
number/call  us.  Then  we  can  direct 
connect  for  future  funfilled  times. 
Joyce  and  Betty. _ (10)) 

GF  friends  on  North  Shore  would  like  to 
meet  other  GFs.  Some  TLC  fine,  but  no 
CLTs  please.  PO  Box  54,  Danvers,  MA 
01923. _ (10) 

DEAR  ADVERTISER 
If  race  la  not  a  crucial  Issue  for  you, 
why  put  It  In  your  ad?  It  Is  not  a  required 
formula:  QWM,  QWF  era  not  necessary; 
QM,  GF  would  do  as  well,  unless  you 
really  want  It  otherwise. 

PERSONALS 


MOUSIE  MOUSIE  WILDFLOWER 
This  weekend  was  a  corker 
Even  for  an  old  New  Yorker 
Much  too  much  and  much  too  fast 
Before  it  started  it  was  past 
And  we  had  to  return  at  last 
With  something  found  and  something 
lost 

Too  much  to  know  at  first  the  cost. 

But  we'll  find  out  or  soon  or  late 
what  is  to  be  our  destined  fate. 

I  love  you  madly. 

All  my  love,  Porcupine. 


UNO  UNO  UNO 

Thanks  very  much  forthe  call.  Delivered 
hug,  good  wishes  and  explanation  of 
card's  having  stayed  in  car.  Weekend 
was  unbelievable. _ 

SHERI  AND  LOIS 

Thank  you  for  the  lovely  card.  We  must 
get  together  soon.  Everything  is  askew. 
Wish  this  were  not  “as  usual,"  but 
unfortunately  this  seems  to  be  the 
perpetual  state  of  our  lives.  Miss  you. 
JACK  BE  NIMBLE 

Brunch  was  lovely.  Your  friends  are 
good  people.  It  was  nice  of  you  to 
include  us.  Thank  you. _ 

STANLEY  ST.  GEORGE 
How  did  everything  come  out?  You 
should  be  all  recovered  by  now  and 
happy  as  a  clam  in  your  lovenest.  It  was 
good  to  hear  from  you  again. _ 

GF  attr  mid  20s  in  TV  &  News  wld  ike  to 
meet  G,  Bis,  M  or  Fs  for  intell  converse 
&  posble  cont  relationshp  w/compatible 
F.  Enjoy  art,  scien,  adventre,  couge, 
creativity  &  anything  gentle  &  sincere. 
Are  there  any  feminine  F  who  would 
enjoy  a  femininely  boyish  individual? 
Not  romantically  inclined  w/F  treating 
me  as  old  boyfriends  did.  Write  Box  381 
Raynham  Center,  MA  02768  (10) 

PORTLAND,  ME  CAN  YOU  HELP? 
Franciscan  priest  (American  Oath) 
seeks  loving  people  to  join  for  Mass- 
Fellowship-Prison  Ministry.  We  need 
host  for  services  &  folk  willing  to  work 
hard  for  others.  St  Francis  Mission, 
Damariscotta,  ME  04543 _ (11] 

Prof  WF  in  ME  sks  GWF  30-45  to  shre 
comfrtble  home  w/pool.  Must  have 
sense  humor,  no  drugs,  be  sine,  stable, 
discreet.  Pis  inc  phto.  GCN  Box  320.(12) 
PBPBPB 

So  nice  to  speak  with  you  today.  We 
miss  . you  and  think  of  you,  but  things 
have  been  harried  and  rough.  I  keep 
wishing  we  could  relax  in  your  place  in 
VT. _ _ 

To  Mama  Maxwell  and  DP 
Doing  fine  in  Dorchester 
Samba  sends  her  love 
Write  to  us  —  David  and  Michael. 
_ (10) 

.Lesbian  21,  old  movie  buff,  loves  old 
movies,  collects  all  kinds  of  movie 
memorabilia,  seeks  lesbians  20-25  in 
New  York  City  area  with  same  interests. 
GCN  Box  321. _ (1^ 

West  suburb  LF,  29,  wants  to  meet  LF 
28-35  for  loving  but  independent  rela¬ 
tionship.  Am  sensual,  sexual,  romantic, 
energetic,  easy-going  and  looking  for 
same  in  a  lover.  Not  into  roles,  cigs, 
heavy  drinking.  GCN  Box  317. _ (11) 

MUZZY?  MUZZY! 

1  think  of  you  often  but  can’t  get  in 

touch.  Please  send  me  your  address 
and  phone.  Fondly,  Tim  O,  401  Pearl  St, 
Roch.,  NY  14607.  (716)  473-1348.  (11) 

GWF,  attr,  intellig,  into  theater,  movies, 
tennis,  running,  Sat  nite  Live,  Sunday 
NY  Times,  sfc;s  interesting,  active,  fun, 
GWF,  27-37,  who  does  not  normally 
respond  to  ads,  but  is  willing  to  take  a 
chance  just  this  once.  GCN  Box  319. 
_ (10) 

2  GWM  businessmen  seek  young  GM 

to  service  nice  small  country  home  in 
So.  NH.  Should  be  easygoing.  No  hang¬ 
ups  about  sex  —  no  SM.  Allowance. 
Description  to  GCN  Box  301, _ (10) 


6  yr  old  boy,  living  w/lesblans,  needs 
big  brother.  Black  male  prefered. 
Knowledge  of  sign  language  or  willing¬ 
ness  to  learn  essential.  Write  GCN  Box 
310. _ (c) 

If  you  wish  to  respond  to  a  box  number 
in  any  of  our  ads,  send  to  GCN  Classi¬ 
fieds,  Box  _ ,  22  Bromfield  St., 

Boston,  MA  02108. _ 

SERVICES _ 

Gay  men’s  CR  Support  group  forming  in 
October.  We  hope  for  a  group  of  warm, 
intelligent  men  to  share  issues  and 
good  times.  Call  Joel  at  731-1936  or 
Chuck  at  522-9065. _ (10) 

B&D  CLEANERS 

Responsible  apt-House-Office  cleaning 
any  full  or  half  day.  References,  own 
transportation.  Bob  536-9277  or  Dane 
451-0363  till  11  pm. _ (11) 

GAY  COUPLES  GROUP 
Ten  3  hour  sessions  with  experienced 
group  leaders.  Increase  communica¬ 
tion,  support,  awareness.  Call  Deborah 
Haynor  at  876-4488  or  Michael  Ward  at 
492-2718.  Insurance  accepted. _ (12) 

NATICK-FRAMINGHAM  AREA 
Feminist  Therapist 
Experienced,  Supportive,  Discreet 
Joyce  Fishman,  RN-AASECT  Certified 
Reasonable  Fees.  655-8618  Eves. 
_ (12) 

WOMEN'S  THEATRE 
A  class  in  scene  study  and  Improvisa¬ 
tion.  Wednesdays  8:30-10:00  pm. 
Cambridge  Center  for  Adult  Ed.  Call 
Marty  Kingsbury,  876-8819,  for  info.  (12) 


MASS.  BAY 

COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 

INDIVIDUALS,  COUPLES 
AND  GROUP  COUNSELING 
ALCOHOL  COUNSELING 
HYPNOTISM 

(617)965-1311  for  appt. 


LOOKING  FOR  SOMEONE? 

Do  you  need  a  little  help  finding  that 
special  womon  in  your  life?  Sisters  of 
Sappho  Dating  Referral  Service  can  put 
you  in  touch  with  someone  living 
nearby  whose  interests  and  needs 
match  yours.  Personalized. 
Confidential.  Caring.  Lesbian 
owned/operated.  $15  for  3  referrals. 
Money-back  guarantee.  For 
questionnaire  or  more  info,  SASE  to 
SOS,  Box  151,  Hudson,  MA  01749  (13) 

ASSERTIVENESS  TRAINING 
Learn  to  express  how  you  feel  and  get 
what  you  want.  All-gay  group  meets 
Mondays  7:45-9:45  pm  starting  Sept  29. 
Six  sessions  —  $75.  Call  David  Bellville 
and  Associates  (617)  266-1450.  Copley 
Square  location. _ (10) 

RELATIONSHIPS? 

How  to  make  them  improve  or  end 
them.  Indiv  or  couples  therapy  can  help. 
Cmbg  Center  for  Human  Relations  is 
sensitive  to  &  accepting  of  gay  & 
lesbian  clients.  Call  492-6598  for  free 
consultation. _ (11) 

NORTH  SHORE  AREA 
Accredited  Social  Worker  providing 
individual  &  couples  counseling  on 
short  or  long  term  basis.  Dealing  with 
issues  of  sexuality,  transition, 
commitments,  etc.  Also  offering 
consultation.  Insurance  &  modified  fee. 
Salem.  (617)  745-6432. _ (10) 

DAVID  BELLVILLE  &  ASSOCIATES 
Therapy  for  individuals  and  couples  in 
English  and  Spanish.  Assertiveness 
training  groups.  Copley  Square  and 
Malden  locations.  (617)266-1450.  (15) 


WOMEN’S  SUBURBAN 
PSYCHOTHERAPY  SERVICES 

INDIVIDUAL  AND  COUPLE 
PSYCHOTHERAPY  AND  REFERRAL. 
For  womon,  tholr  I  Hondo,  and  lomlllo  t. 

(61 7)  861  -8824  Lexington,  M  A 


CENTER  FOR  WELLNESS 
Acupuncture 
Wellness  Counseling 
Exercise  and  Body  work 
Karen  Black,  Reg  Acu  926-8769 
Insurance  Accepted 

COUNSELING/PSYCHOTHERAPY 
Individuals/Couples/Groups 
Alan  L.  Storm,  Ph.D. 
Chandler  Street,  South  End 
451-0847 


LESBIAN  COUPLES 
Established  lesbian  couples  with  a  few 
troublesome  problems?  Jill  Stewart, 
Lesbian  Feminist  counselor.  666-2778. 


MARRIED  MEN  GAY-81  GROUP 
You  are  not  alone!  Therapy  group  for 
gay-bi  married  men  forming,  to  focus  on 
related  issues.  Call  days  Francis  Giam- 
brone,  MA.  661-2032.  eves  661-7890. 
_  (40) 


COPY  CELLAR  COPY  CELLAR 
COPY  CELLAR  COPY  CELLAR 

for  all  your  printing  needs.  (Gay  owned). 
FLYERS,  RESUMES,  STATIONERY,  ETC. 
Copy  Cellar,  55  Broad  St.,  Bos.  near 
Faneuil  Mkt  (off  State  St.)  542-8280 
825-6700. _ (c) 


CALIFORNIA  innovative  7-day  trips. 
Rafting,  Hot  springs,  Nat.  Parks, 
Cookouts.  Sleep  aboard  comfortable 
coach.  $119  Green  Tortoise  LA  &  SF 
(617)  265-8533,  (212)  431-3348,  (415)  388 
1798. _ (13) 

LESBIAN  SUPPORT  GROUP 
Nine  wkly  meetings  beginning  Oct  16, 
Thursday,  8-10:30pm.  Led  by  two 
experienced  lesbian  therapists. 
$20/sesslon.  Call  Sandie  or  Tova  at 
661-2537  for  Information.  (11) 

VERMONT  MEN'S  GROUP 
Self-affirmation  &  support  group  for  gay 
men.  Begins  Thurs,  Oct  9,  7-9  pm.  8 
weeks  —  $40.  Call  (802)  388-6754  & 
leave  message  for  Bill  Lippert,  MA,  or 
write:  Room  C,  Municipal  Bldg, 
Middlebury,  VT  05753. _ (12) 

Complete  Plano  Service 
Regulation  &  Repair 
Student  Tunings 

Craftmaster  Tuners  288-01 35  —  Women 

_ _ (12) 

Gay  men's  group  forming.  Focus  will  be 
on  general  issues  using  Gestalt 
techniques.  Call  Francis  Giambrone 
days  only  661-2032,  eves,  661-7890.  (12) 
THERAPEUTIC  MASSAGE 
Non-sexual  healing  massage  using  a 
synthesis  of  shlatsu  (acupressure), 
reflexology  (foot  massage),  and 
muscular  work.  Mick  Hazen  522- 
9164 _ (13) 

Gay  women  write/meet  with  confiden¬ 
tiality  &  support  thru  the  Wishing  Well 
Magazine  &  Services.  Intro  copy  $3  ppd. 
Box  664,  Novato,  CA  94948.  (8  +  ?) 

CHILDCARE 

Quality  childcare  for  lesbian  or  gay  par¬ 
ents  in  my  home.  Beacon  Hill  area. 
Available  days,  9-5,  and  some  evenings. 
Sliding  fee.  B.  Cischke,  367-8038.  Best 
tiem  to  call,  early  afternoon. _ (c) 

THERAPY  GROUP  FOR  GAY  MEN 
is  forming  for  October  to  explore  issues 
of  intimacy,  relationship,  and  gay  self- 
image.  Call  628-8286  and  leave 
message  for  Jim  Fishman,  MSW  (8)) 

LANDSCAPING-GARDENING 

We  offer  complete  landscape  and  gar¬ 
dening  services.  Quality  work,  personal 
attention.  Call  Bob  Toscano, 

Back  Bay  Gardens — 267-6188. _ (c) 

FOR  SALE _ 

CERNUNOS  —  THE  HORNED  ONE 
Fairie  Spirit  Fairie  Love  T-Shirt 
Gold,  Green  &  Brown  Printing  on  Tan 
100%  Cotton,  Sm,  Med,  Lg.  $7.  To: 
LASIS 

PO  51012  New  Orleans,  LA  70151. 

HD 


FEMINIST  MEMO  PADS! 

Striking  &  original  designs.  "Support 
Womyn's  Sports,"  "Country  Womyn,” 
American  sign  language  symbol  for 
"Sisters,”  many  more!  50«  each,  qnty 
discounts.  Send  SASE  for  free 
brochure:  Womonotes,  PO  Box  295, 
Dept  G,  W.  Stockbridge,  MA  01266.  (12) 

EROTIC  CRAFT  DESIGNS! 

Great  holiday  gifts!  Lots  of  fun! 
$7.00/set  from  Fannie  Mae  Climaxe, 
Box  120776,  Nashville,  TN  37212.  (15) 

The  Politics  of  Crime 

*a  marxist  analysis  and 
revolutionary  answer  to  street 
crime _ by  Ed  Maad 

$1 .50  Red  Lily  Distributors 
postpaid  P.O.Box  141 
from:  Woodbury,  TN  37190 

REAL  ESTATE _ 

MELVILLE  PARK  -  DORCHESTER 
11  rm-ex  cond-for  sale  by  owner  and 
neighbor.  Fireplace,  stained  glass,  lg 
kit,  2  pantries,  exc  location  on  Red  T,  3 
porches,  great  privacy.  Banks,  stores  3 
min  walk.  Victorian  splendor.  Call  GWM 
825-5009.  Asking  $78,000, _ (IQ) 

INSTRUCTION _ 

Piano  lessons.  Concert  artist  exper 
teacher  Masters  of  M,  New  Eng 
Conserv  award  winner.  Accepting 
serious  students  only.  6-10pm  262-2684. 

(6) 

Begin  Oct:  Themes  in  Lesbian  Lit,  7:30 
Weds;  Fiction  by  Women,  7:30  Mons; 
also  8week  Creative  Writing  wkshps, 
11  am  Tu;  7  pm  Tu.  Call  Beth  Hodges, 
PhD,  5682153. _ (10) 

WANTED _ 

2  GP’s  want  to  start  G  racquetball 
league.  We  are  BBRC  members  B-(?) 
level.  If  interested,  call  244-3642  or 
426-4601. _ HO) 

HELP  OUT  NEW  GAY  YOUTH  GP 
Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Youth  need  furn,  paint,  vaccuum,  and 
anything  useful  for  new  space.  Call 
3389472  or  Write:  BAGLY,  do  GCN 
Box  10GY,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston 
MA  02108 


MOYERS 


Julian  Wright  Moving  Company 
Licensed  and  Insured.  Reliable 
Experienced. 

661-2958 (c) 


THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  CO. 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
With  professionalism  and  respect 
Very  careful  furniture  movers 
Piano  and  hoisting  specialists 
Any  time  of  day  -  any  day  of  the  year 
No  overtime  charges.  354-2184.  (c) 

RESORTS _ 

Clean,  comfortable,  inexpensive. 
Convenient  to  all,  friendly. 
CARL'S  GUEST  HOUSE 
68  Bradford,  Provincetown,  MA  02657 
(617)  487-1650.  March  thru  November. 

Reasonably  Priced 

Guest  Rooms,  Cottages  &  Apartments 
At  The  New  NORMANDY  HOUSE 
184  Bradford,  Provincetown  MA  02657 
(617)  487-1197 _ 

Watership  Inn  —  Low  off-season  rates, 
comfortable,  charming,  free  continental 
breakfast,  central  location,  (617) 
487-0094,  7  Wlnthrop  St.  Provincetown, 
_ ’ _ (13) 

APARTMENTS _ 

RM  to  let  in  my  apt  for  GWM  or  GWF 
$35/wk  no  pets  includes  kitchen  privi¬ 
leges  avail  Oct  1  in  Somerville  near 
Tufts.  Call  Sue  7786988. _ (10) 

RIDES 

FREE  TRANSPORTATION  TO  FLORIDA 
By  assisting  in  driving  with  two  others 
Norwich  CT  to  Palm  Beach  Oct  31  call 
(203)  889-7530  evenings  or  wkends  non 
sex  ad,  age  18-35. _ (10) 

Need  addt’l  driver  to  San  Francisco 
seek  LF  —  must  share  expenses,  be 
flexible.  Leaving  around  Sept  30  from 
Boston.  Call  Kathleen  254-2297.  (10) 

JOB  WANTED 

I’ll  clean  your  apt  or  house.  Am 
responsible,  have  references.  Call  Stan 
at  3581535  eves.  Till  12  pm. _ (11) 

ROOMMATES _ 

Feminist  coop  semi-veg  household  of  4 
F  &  1  M  in  Allston  seeks  2  M  or  1  F  &  1 
M.  We’re  BFC  members  interested  in 
politics,  greenlight,  music,  gardening. 
No  more  dogs  please.  Call  782-0599.  (10) 

Easygoing  reliable  GWM  seeks  adult 
gay  person  to  share  sunny  gracious,  5th 
floor  walk-up  So  End  apt.  2br  D/D, 
Washer-dryer  $125  +  util.  ($250  sec 
dep).  Call  Dave  (617)  353-0263  eves; 
(617)426-6559  days. _ (10) 

Cambridge  LF  semiveg  no  smoke  sks 
same  for  lg  apt  near  Inman  Sq.  $125 
plus  utils  for  Oct  1.  Eves  547-3023.  (10) 


Classified  Ad  deadline  is  Tuesday  noon  (prior  to  Sunday 
publication). 

All  ads  must  be  paid  in  advance.  No  ads  accepted  by 
phone.  Make  check  or  money  order  payable  to  Gay 
Community  News,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  Mass. 
02108. 

Since  we  are  distributed  nationwide,  please  include  your 
area  code  if  your  ad  includes  a  telephone  number. 

Non-business:  $4.00  per  week  for  4  lines  (35  characters 
per  line);  each  additional  line  25  cents.  Headlines  are  50 
cents  per  week  for  25  characters. 

Business  (if  you  charge  money  for  a  service,  you  are  a 
business):  $5.00  per  week  for  4  lines  (35  characters  per 

Number  of  weeks  ad  is  to  run 

Please  circle  ene  of  the  following  ad  categories: 

ACCOMMODATIONS  FOR  SALE  INSTRUCTION 

JOBS  OFFERED  JOB  OPPORTUNITIES  JOBS  WANTED 

JUST  FRIENDS  LOST  &  FOUND  MISCELL. 

PERSONALS  ORGANIZATIONS  PENPALS 

REAL  ESTATE  PRISONERS  PUBLICATIONS 

ROOMMATES  RESORTS  RIDES 
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DEAR  ADVERTISER 
It  r»c«  l«  not  a  crucial  laaua  for  you, 
wtiy  put  It  In  your  ad?  It  la  not  a  required 
formula:  QWM,  QWF  art  not  nacaaaary; 
QM,  OF  would  do  aa  wall,  unlaaa  you 
really  want  It  otharwtaa. _ 

Roommate  wanted  to  share  country 
house  in  western  suburb  20  min  from 
Boston  with  2  GM  in  mid  20s.  Need  car. 
259-0951; _ (10) 

Need  rmmate  to  share  Ig  2  bd  country 
home  in  Norton,  Privacy  &  lots  of 
wooded  outdoor  space.  Friendly 
atmosphere.  Furnished,  heat  &  hot 
water  Incl.  $35/wk  for  rm.  $45  for  house. 
285-751 5  or  285-9223. _ (10) 

Brighton,  quiet  resp  GM  sks  same  to 
share  mod  2  bdrm  apt  on  bus  line. 
$212.50/mo  heated  &  Vi  of  util.  Avail 
Oct  1.  Evenings:  254-2310. _ (10) 

SOUTH  END 

2  GM  25  seek  roommate  for  spacious 

townhouse  $210  plus  util.  (617) 
536-5177 _ (10) 

Country  dyke,  adorable  puppy,  need 
home  immediately.  Exchange  work  or 
rent.  Will  share  house.  Prefer  west  of 
Boston.  Must  have  yard.  Call  Maureen 
484-5694  early  am  or  eves. _ (10) 

GM  seeks  lesbian  or  GM  to  share  large 

3  bdrm  apt  in  Belmont  near  T.  Non- 

smoker  and  veg.  $150  plus.  489-1002 
after  7  pm. _ (11) 

GM  24  seeks  1  male  roommate  for 
sunny  cheerful  apt  near  Han/,  Inman, 
Central  Sqs.  I’m  non-smoking  student 
agreeable.  Call  Rich  (617)  666-0280.  (11) 

GF  sks  resp,  quiet  grad  student  or 
prof  GF  (25  plus)  to  share  Smrvllle  apt. 
Large,  sunny  3  BR,  hdwd  firs,  porch,  nr. 
T.  $180  plus  utils  &  sec  dep 
666-2420. _ (11) 

GM/GF  needed  to  share  7  room 
house  in  Brockton.  $190/mo  Includes 
all  utils.  Write  LS  POB  167  Whitman  MA 
02382  or  586-1503.  Lou  or  Ernie.  (12) 

2  women  seek  3  more  to  complete  our 
Jamaica  Plain  home.  $90  plus. 
524-6209.  Lesbians  with  laughter.  (14) 

1  F,  2  M  seek  2  nonsmoking  F  to 
complete  our  home  in  Cambridgeport. 
We  are  20  to  29,  have  varied  interests 
and  orientations,  &  share  vegetarian 
meals  &  chores.  Cooperative 
atmosphere,  but  privacy  respected. 
Occupancy  about  Oct  1,  no  pets. 
$98.33/mo,  354-7885. _ (10) 

All-  GWM  29  sks  GWM-F  to  shr  5  rm  3rd 
fl  apt.  161  +  Vi  util  &  ph.  No  pets  or 
drugs.  Resp  clean  sane  disc  as  family 
in  neighborhood.  254-2164,  6-8  wkdys. 

 (10) 


LF  ROOMMATE  WANTED/SOM 
LF  30  seeks  quiet  friendly  resp  LF  to 
share  Ig  2  br  apt  in  Sorq.  Rent  $1 10  plus 
util.  I  smoke  &  have  2  cats.  Call  (617) 
666-4392. _ (10) 

Studious  but  gregarious  GM  seeks 
roommate  for  Cambridge  apt  $117  + 
util.  Starting  date  by  arrangement  call 
868-3243.  Grad  student  preferred.  (10) 

LF  Is  looking  for  1  F  rmmte  to  share  3 
bdrm  apt  in  Cool  Cor  Brookline.  Rent 
(Incl  heat)  $205/mo.  277-5970  after  7  pm. 
Keep  trying. 

m 


JOB  OPPOftTUHTTlES 

Guard  —  female  security  guard  needed 
for  gay  women's  bar  two  nights  a  week. 
Cali  277-4488  Mon  &  Wed  95 
for  further  information. _ (10) 

Gay  publisher  needs  someone  with  car 
to  take  packages  to  Post  Office.  Pays 
$60/mo  for  less  than  one  hour’s  work 
every  Monday  and  Wednesday.  (Other 
schedules  may  be  possible.)  Phone 
Sasha  Alyson,  542-5679.  (11) 

ALCOHOLISM  COUNSELOR 
Alcoholism  Counselor.  Full-time. 
Clinical  experience  required,  serving 
lesblan/gay  population.  Send  resume 
t  o : 

Homophile  Alcohol  Treatment  Service, 
Suite  855,  80  Boylston  St,  Boston,  MA 
02116. _ (10) 

Teaching  assistant  wanted  to  work  with 
severely  retarded  in  Malden  on  Orange 
Line.  Interest  more  a  plus  than 
experience.  School  vacatns  off,  two 
weeks  in  summer,  Blue  Cross.  Call  Paul 
aft  2:30, 324-3388, 426-3680. _ (11) 

GCN  SPECIALS 

PROVIDENCE  PRINTER! 

Dear  friend  in  Providence  —  we  have 
lost  your  phone  number  and  need  to 
contact  you  about  the  GCN  flyer  you’re 
printing  for  us.  Please  call  Maida  at 
GCN,  (617)  426-4469.  Thanks,  Richard. 

FORK  US 

If  anybody  out  there  has  a  few  dinner 
forks  of  any  description,  we  could  use 
them  In  the  office.  Please  contact  Mike 
426-4469.  Just  a  few,  please. _ 

HOMO-FILES!! 

Once  again  we  need  3x5  file  card 
drawers  (and  indexers  to  help  fill 
them!);  the  kind  that  are  3  drawers 
across  fit  best  with  our  current 
‘system.’  Call  Mike  at  GCN  426-4469  if 
you  can  help. 


WORK  YOUR  OWN  HOURS 
GCN  is  looking  for  two  Ad  Reps  to  start 
immediately.  Full-time  and  part-time 
available.  Meet  new  people,  explore 
new  places.  20%  commission.  Will 
train.  We  supply  leads!  Call  Larry  at 
GCN,  426-7042. 

FREE  GCN! 

If  you  are  organizing  or  attending  a 
convention,  workshop,  or  meeting  and 
would  like  to  distribute  free  back 
issues  of  GCN,  please  send  name  and 
address  to  which  they  should  be  sent, 
number  of  copies  desired,  date  needed 
by.  Please  give  5  weeks  advance  notice. 
Write  to  GCN  Promotions  Dept.,  22 
Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA  02108. 

VOLUNTEER  INDEXER(S)  NEEDED! 
Work  on  the  GCN  Index  which  is  be¬ 
coming  a  valuable  reference  tool.  Flexi¬ 
ble  hours.  If  you  enjoy  detail  work  and 
would  like  to  help,  we’d  be  happy  to  ex¬ 
plain  In  detail  just  what’s  involved  in 
this  project  and  how  you  can  help.  Ask 
for  Michael  or  Charles,  426-4469. 

LESBIAN  MOTHERS 

I  am  working  on  an  article  for  GCN 
about  lesbian  mothers  coming  out  to 
their  children.  If  you'd  like  to  share  your 
experiences  in  doing  this  or  discuss 
your  reasons  for  not  coming  out,  please 
write  to  Gia  Berkman,  do  GCN,  22 
Bromfield  Street,  Boston,  MA  02108.  If 
you  use  real  names  in  your  description, 
please  indicate  if  they  should  be 
changed  in  the  article. _ 

WHAT’S"THE  WORD,  BIRD? 

GCN  needs  news  writers  to  let  our 
readers  know  what’s  happening  in  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  communities  across  the 
country  and  around  the  world.  No  pre¬ 
vious  writing  experience  is  necessary 
—  just  a  burning  desire  to  get  the  word 
out!  If  you’d  like  to  volunteer  your 
services,  write  or  call  Denise  Sudell  at 
GCN,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02108,  (617)  426-4469. 


PEOPLE  W/ACCESS  TO 
OFFSET  MACHINES 
GCN  ha§  lost  its  source  of  offset  print¬ 
ing.  If  you  have  access  to  offset  print¬ 
ing  on  a  regular  basis  (we  need  things 
like  tree  renewal  notices  printed)  and 
want  to  help  us  out,  please  call  Mike  or 
Richard  at  426-4469.  Thanks. 

WOODEN  DESK  NEEDED 
GCN  needs  a  desk  for  a  new  staff 
member.  (He  likes  wood  ones  best.)  If 
you  have  an  old  one  that’s  of  no  use  to 
you,  call  426-4469  and  we’ll  try  to  get  It 
together  to  pick  it  up.  Thank  you. 


HELP 

GCN  distributor  needs  a  place  to  park 
the  GCN  truck.  I  park  In  the  Central 
Square  area  &  need  some  visitor  per¬ 
mits.  Any  other  suggestions  before  we 
get  the  boot?  Leave  message  for 
Barbara  at  426-4469. 


DESKS  &  FILE  CABINETS  NEEDED 
GCN's  growing  pains  can  be  (tempora¬ 
rily)  soothed  by  a  desk  and  a  legal  size 
file  cabinet  (or  two!).  Let  Mike  know  if 
you  can  help.  Please.  426-4469. _ 

ORGANIZATIONS 

NH  LAMBDA 

Box  1043,  Concord,  NH  03301.  Concord: 
224-3875,  746-3339;  Nashua:  889-1416; 
Dover/Portsmouth:  431-1541.  A  state¬ 
wide  lesbian  organization,  meeting  the 
third  Saturday  of  every  month.  Support, 
education,  and  political  action,  since 
1976. _ (c) 

GAY/LESBIAN  AND  JEWISH? 

Am  Tikva  welcomes  you.  Activities 
include  religious  observances, 
discussions,  potluck  dinners,  folk 
dancing,  etc.  For  events,  check  GCN 
calendar  or  write  PO  Box  11, 
Cambridge,  MA  02138. _  (12) 

New  women’s  media  gp  committed  to 
lesb.  educational  outreach  thru  media 
sks  mems.  Need  assistance 
w/marketing,  graphic  design, 
fundraising,  media  work.  Letter  of 
Interest  &/ or  resume  to  Women’s 
Educational  Media,  Inc,  36  Colwell  Ave, 
Brighton,  MA  02135. 367-2086.  (8) 

Are  you  interested  in  forming  a  Gay 
Communal  Retirement  Center?  Join 
others  in  the  Ganymeade  Society  who 
are  forming  now  Write:  Ganymeade 
Society,  C/O  Karl  Volk,  43  Whittier  Blvd, 
Poughkeepsie,  NY  12603. 

NGTF  NEEDS  YOU 

Join  with  the  largest,  fastest  growing 
gay  civil  rights  group  In  the  country! 
The  National  Gay  Task  Force  works 
with  a  professional  staff  on  media  rep¬ 
resentation,  national  legislation,  Infor¬ 
mation  clearing-house,  religious  re¬ 
forms,  corporate  non-dlscriminatlon 
statements,  more!  Help  support  our 
work— join  now.  $20  membership  ($5 
limited  income)  Includes  Newsletter. 
NGTF,  80  Fifth  Ave.  Rm.  1601,  New 
York,  NY  10011,  _ 

In"  New  Jersey,  the  Gay  Activist  Alll- 

ance/Morris  County  meets  every  Mon: 
day  at  8:30  p.m.  using  facilities  of 
Untarlan  Fellowship,  Normandy 
Heights  Rd.,  Morristown,  NJ.  Info:  (201) 
691-0388. _ „ 


D.O.B. 

Support  organization  for  lesbians,  1151 
Mass.  Ave.  Camb.  Old  Camb  Bap.  Raps 
every  Tues  &  Thurs  8pm.  35  plus  rap 
2nd  W  &  last  Frl,  8pm.  Bi-monthly 
magazine  FOCUS  $8.00.  Monthly  social 
&  fund-raising  event..  Softball  at 
Magazine  Beach  (Camb)  at  3pm  every 
Sun.  Info  &  office  hrs  661-3633.  All 
women  Invited  to  participate. _ (c)) 

FAGBAITING  TEENAGERS? 

If  teenage  "macho  men"  are  persecut¬ 
ing  you,  you  should  join  us.  Gay  rights 
from  a  unique  new  approach.  Write 
Membership,  Jacobin  Press,  PO  Box 
8011,  Jersey  City,  NJ  07308. _ (10) 

PUBLICATIONS 

BOOKSTORES,  BARS,  RESTAURANTS: 
Be  listed  in  the  A  FT A  GAY  DIRECTORY 
in  AFTA  #4.  Circ  -  20,000  nationwide. 
50-word  classified  (or  1”  by  3”  display 
space)  normally  costs  $20.00,  but  if  you 
order  a  minimum  of  10  copies  of  AFTA 
#4  to  sell  in  your  place  of  business 
(AFTA  retails  for  $2.50,  your  cost  $1.25 
@)  the  listing  is  free.  AFTA  MAGAZINE, 
Bill-Dale  Marcinko,  47  Crater  Avenue, 
Wharton, NJ  07885. 

(10) 

HOW  GAY  IS  YOUR  LIBRARY? 

Pamphlet  of  tips  for  non-librarians  on 
how  to  get  gay  materials  into  libraries, 
available  from  the  Gay  Task  Force  of 
the  American  Library  Association. 
“Censored,  Ignored,  Overlooked,  Too 
Expensive?  How  to  Get  Gay  Materials 
into  Libraries”  explains  library  selec¬ 
tion  policies  in  a  general  way,  and  tells 
how  you  can  get  a  library  to  buy  more 
gay  books  &  periodicals.  Also  tells  what 
to  do  if  library  refuses  your  request; 
why  gay  bKs  are  sometimes  kept  where 
you  have  to  ask  for  them;  &  how  to  do¬ 
nate  materials  to  the  library.  $1  to  Bar¬ 
bara  Gittings  —  GTF,  P.O.  Box  2383, 
Phila.,  PA  19103.  Bkstore  &  bulk  order 
discount  available.  More  info:  Barbara 
Gittings  (215)  382-3222. _ (c) 

FOCUS 

Focus:  a  bi-monthly  Journal  for 
lesbians,  $8.00  per  year,  $1.35  per  Indi¬ 
vidual  copy.  1151  Mass.  Ave.,  Cam¬ 
bridge,  MA  02138.  Publishes  fiction, 
poetry,  reviews,  essays  graphics. 
Editorial  meetings  first  Monday  of 
every  other  month  (Apr,  June,  etc.)  at 
8pm.  Call  259-0063  for  Info.  We  need 
writers  and  production  people.  A  good 
place  to  learn  how  to  put  a  magazine 
together.  _ 


* *  *  ¥  *  *  * *  ¥  *  ¥  ¥  *  ¥  ★★★★★★★*★★★★★* 


GCN  gels  lots  of  requests  tor  penpal 
ads  from  prisoners.  Almost  none  of 
them  are  paid  for.  If  you  would  like  to 
support  the  paper  in  this,  and  perhaps 
even  increase  the  possibility  of  a  more 
in  depth  dialogue  between  gay  men  and 
women  on  the  inside  and  those  of  us 
lucky  enough  to  be  on  the  ‘outside’, 
please  SEND  MONEY.  (We  also  send 
free  subs  to  prisoners  who  ask.)  In  any 
case  take  the  time  to  get  to  know 
someone  who’s  getting  more  or  less 
fucked  over  by  strait  law  (euphemisti¬ 
cally  called  'justice')  and  who’s  obvi¬ 
ously  very  lonely. 

*¥¥¥¥¥¥¥*«***.* 

It  would  ease  my  mind  a  great  deal  to 
have  long,  informal  newsy  and  perhaps 
endearing  messages  reaching  me  here 
from  time  to  time.  If  GCN  can  reach  me 
through  all  of  this,  fences,  fear,  con¬ 
crete,  steel,  barbed  wire,  guns,  then 
history  will  commend  us  for  a  great  vic¬ 
tory  won.  If  so  It  will  be  your  generosity 
and  my  great  fortune.  Alvin  D.  BROWN, 
031464,  Box  747,  Starke, 
FL  32091. _ (13) 

I'm  a  lonely  prisoner  and  would  like  to 
correspond  with  sincere  gays.  I  enjoy 
art,  music,  reading  and  the  outdoors. 
Dennis  R.  BROWN,  95181,  Box  97, 
McAlester,  OK  74501. _ (13) 

I  would  love  to  correspond  with  gay 
men.  It’s  terribly  lonely  here  on  death 
row  and  I’m  In  need  of  someone  to  help 
ease  the  pain  of  loneliness.  On  death 
row  a  single  night  can  be  a  year  long. 
Please  be  kind  and  write  to  me.  All 
letters  answered.  Roger  D.  STAFFORD, 
103767,  Box  97,  McAlester, 
OK  74501.  _  (13) 


BOOKS  are  beginning  to  arrive  for 
prisoners.  If  you  are  in  the  Boston  area 
and  have  some  old  books  (preferably 
lesbian  and  gay  fiction  and  non-fiction) 
you  want  to  bring  by  (GCN  office,  22 
Bromfield  St.  —  near  Park  St.)  please 
dot  But  as  much  as  we  need  books,  we 
need  some  money  for  the  stamps  and 
envelopes  to  send  them  with.  If  you’d 
like  to  help  us  with  this  (and  also  with 
mailing  them  out)  write  Mike  do  GCN, 
22  Bromfield  St.  Boston,  MA  02108. 
Thank  you. _ 

...  Let  me  also  state  that  there  exist  in 
prisons  all  over  covert/overt  gay  guards 
. . .  and  I  experience  most  constantly  (In 
showers,  in  my  underwears,  etc.  etc.) 
the  hot  eyes  and  wet  mouths  of  prison 
guards  staring  hungrily  at  this  big,  long, 
muscled,  red-headed,  swollen,  furious, 
captive  dick  of  mine!  Also  let  me  make 
mention  that  your  paper  is  one  of  the 
best  I  know  of,  especially  the  book 
reviews!  If  there’s  anything  you’d  like 
to  know  concerning  the  soclal-polltlcal- 
repressive  prison  life  here  please  write 
me.  Roosevelt  WILLIAMSON, 
#75A-0795  Cell  A2-219,  Greenhaven 
State  Prison,  Stormville,  NY  12582.  (14) 

I  read  about  your  prisoner  project  and  It 
a  great  idea!  I'm  a  gay  prisoner  and 
know  all  too  well  the  hardships  Involved 
In  establishing  our  culture  ‘behind  the 
walls’.  I’ve  spent  several  years  fighting 
the  prisons’  policy  banning  homo¬ 
sexual  magazines  and  books  from 
entering  (even  though  they  let  any  type 
of  heterosexual  magazines  In.  I'd  love 
to  correspond  with  someone  out  there! 
Jack  KUNSMAN,  30254  Pembroke 
Station.  Danbury,  CT  06810.  (14) 


\h/Care  trying  to  start  a  Prisoner 
If  C Project  to  do  outreach  (especi¬ 
ally  to  lesbian  prisoners),  to  send  out 
books  and  letters,  and  to  help  do 
research  on  prisoners’  mail  rights 
(making  more  public  the  harassment 
that  wardens  and  prison  mail  rooms 
exercise  over  lesbian  and  gay  prison¬ 
ers).  If  you're  interested  write  Mike 
Riegle  at  GCN.  Also,  we  send  FREE 
subscriptions  to  prisoners  who  ask. 
Contributions  to  help  GCN  do  this  are 

most  welcome! _ 

*****¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥ 

I’m  an  American  Indian,  Cherokee,  and 
gay.  I  like  cooking  and  housekeeping 
and  camping  and  horseback  riding.  I 
like  to  please  people  in  their  needs.  A 
close  friend  told  me  about  your 
organization  and  I  feel  you  can  find  me 
someone  to  write  to.  Thank  you, 
lonesome,  Timothy  LIVINGSTON, 
A062280,  ZCI  075,  Box  518,  Zephyrhills, 
FL  33599 _ (14) 

A  dear  friend,  who  is  also  on  the  Florida 
Chain  Gang,  and  I  were  talking  about 
how  we  are  lonely  even  In  the  middle  of 
all  these  men.  I’m  gay  but  keep  it  under 
raps  because  being  gay  In  prison  they 
think  all  you  want  Is  to  suck  and  get 
fucked,  which  isn’t  the  case  because  I 
want  someone  special  just  like 
everyone  else.  James  THOMPSON,  Box 
628  #059785,  Lake  Butler,  FL  32054.  (14) 

Would  like  to  correspond  with  gays  or 
anyone  else  who  cares  to  write. 
Norman  CLARK,  3630  Camp  Cir. 
N.W.  1,  Dekalb  County  Jail,  Decatur, 
GA  30032. _ (13) 

Doing  five  years  for  escape,  due  to  be 
released  January,  1981.  Would  Hike 
someone  to  write.  Will  answer  all. 
Raymond  Wesly  LEEDS,  16248,  P.O. 
Box  14,  Boise,  ID  83707.  (13) 

I'm  a  gay  male  looking  for  someone  to 
write.  I  love  tall  men,  country  music, 
horses,  collecting  pictures,  camping, 
cooking  and  house  cleaning.  Timothy 
LIVINGSTON,  A062280,  Box  158, 
Lowell,  FL  32663- _ (13) 

I  would  like  to  meet  a  gay  companion 
for  as  strong  a  relationship  as  possible 
that  could  delight  and  benefit  both  of 
us.  I  am  a  retired  car  thief  and  I  am  by 
no  means  harmful.  I  like  music,  pets, 
art,  poetry,  reading,  corresponding, 
humor,  clothes,  and  positive  people. 
Kenneth  D.  PORTER,  14691,  Box  41, 
Michigan  City,  IN  46360. _ (13) 


I  am  a  homosexual  and  have  been  con¬ 
victed  of  a  crime  (rape)  that  I  truly  did 
not  commit,  because  I  am  a. black  man 
and  also  an  open  homosexual  who 
stands  up  for  my  rights  as  a  gay  person. 
Since  I  am  here  I  have  been  studying 
the  history  of  rape  and  rape  charges 
being  used  against  black  people.  I’m 
trying  to  get  back  into  court  to  defend 
myself  but  I  need  some  help  from  you 
all,  some  books  on  gay  rights  and 
prisoners  rights  or  some  advice.  Thank 
you,  Lavanea  JACKSON,  73862,  RSP 
Reidsville,  GA  30499. _ (12) 

I  am  a  very  lonely  prisoner  at  the  Florida 
State  Prison.  I  have  no  family  or  friends. 

I  am  seeking  a  lasting  relationship.  I 
will  answer  all.  William  L  LAWLEY, 
A-047388,  Box  747,  Stark,  FL  32091 .  (1 3) 

Lonely  Inmate  looking  for  some  liberal 
minded  person  who  would  care  to  share 
and  support  his  intense  wish  of  getting 
out  of  prison  and  living  a  relatively 
normal  life.  Frank  J.  EVANS,  050817, 
Florida  State  Prison,  Box  747,  Starke, 
FL  32091.  _ ’ _ (13 

Without  contact  with  the  outside  world, 

I  suffer  from  extreme  lonelineess  and 
loss  of  family,  since  I've  no  one  to 
correspond  with.  I’m  reaching  out  for  a 
new  relationship.  I  don’t  seek  pity,  but 
sincere  honesty  and  real  understand¬ 
ing.  To  possess  a  few  trustworthy 
correspondents  while  confined  would 
surely  add  a  ray  of  sunshine  to  what  Is 
now  a  very  dark  and  lonely  situation.  T. 
Chico  WILLIAMS,  Box  45699-151-525, 
L  u  c  a  s  v  i  I  I  e  , 

OH  45699. _ (13 

I  am  a  gay  prisoner  from  San  Francisco 
serving  a  three-year  sentence  of  which 
two  thirds  has  been  completed.  I  would 
like  to  correspond  with  anyone  Inter¬ 
ested  in  gay  people,  good  times  and 
physical  enounters  of  the  best  kind. 
Marvin  Lee  BLUFORD,  C-10735,  Bx  Box 
A-E,  San  Luis  Obispo,  CA  93409.  (13) 

There  was  a  riot  here  at  Idaho  State  Pen 
because  of  the  terrible  conditions  and 
now  I’m  alone  because  they’ve  trans¬ 
ferred  out  my  best  friends  to  other 
prisons  and  taken  my  things.  Would 
some  reader  of  GCN  write  me?  I  enjoy 
the  paper  very  much.  Because  I’m  gay 
I’ve  had  a  lot  of  troubles  in  here, 
beatings  and  bad  treatment  and  my 
parents  and  friends  have  disowned  me, 
but  I  still  feel  something  can  be  worked 
out.  Michael  HOLDEN,  16954,  Box  14,  A 
block,  C-69,  Boise,  ID  83707, _ (12) 


No  immediate  family  or  close  friends. 
No  one  to  really  understand  as  well  as 
care.  These  are  just  the  surface  areas  of 
frustration  felt  here  at  this  institution. 
Yes,  I'm  unfortunately  Incarcerated,  but 
this  don’t  stop  one  from  trying  to  think 
positive  and  have  a  positive  mental  at¬ 
titude.  I'm  lonely  and  need  to  share 
friendship.  Robert  J.  *  OLIVER 
Jr., 149-022,  Box  69,  London,  OH 
43140. _  (13) 


I  am  a  gay  and  would  like  to  establish 
relationships  with  other  gay  and  bi¬ 
sexual  persons.  My  interests  include  all 
sports,  contact  bridge,  music,  dancing, 
fishing,  camping,  drama,  trees  and 
flowers  in  and  out  of  bloom  and  travel 
real  and  imagined.  Edgar  A.  WHITE, 
145-190,  Lucasville, 

OH  45699.  (13) 

I  am  a  reader  of  your  paper  and  would 
like  to  ask  if  there  is  anyone  out  there 
who’d  write  me.  I’m  an  attractive, 
masculine  male  into  weight-lifting, 
wrestling  and  music.  Darryl 
CHILDRESS,  Box  97,  #95240, 

McAlester,  OK  74501. _  (14) 


Wanted:  All  sincere  and  open-minded 
people  who  would  like  to  share  some 
light  with  an  inmate  who  is  sincere, 
honest  and  desperately  In  need  of  a  pen 
•pal,  friend  and  possible  a  companion. 
Woodrow  DIGGS,  049896,  Box  747, 
Starke,  FL  32091.  (13) 

I  am  bisexual.  I  will  be  out  soon  and 
wish  to  form  some  sort  of  relationship 
with  kind,  understanding  persons. 
DeWayne  MOORE,  A-92949,  Box  87 
Menard,  IL  62259. _  (13) 

My  time  In  prison  would  pass  much 
easier  for  me  if  I  could  exchange  letters 
with  some  gay  men  outside  these  walls. 
Please  help  me  In  my  search  for 
necessary  friendships.  My  Interests  are 
classical  music,  books,  food,  travel. 
Victor  MCDONOUGH,  786219,  Box  149, 
Attica,  NY  14011.  (13) 


Gay  inmate  needs  friends.  I  have  ten 
more  years  to  do.  I  would  like  some 
penpals  and  photos.  Kevin  DOHERTY, 
Box43,  NRU,  Norfolk,  MA  02056.  (13) 

I  am  looking  for  a  feminine  gay  man  to 
enjoy  our  lives  together.  Will  be  getting 
out  soon.  Please  write  soon.  Billy 
HUGHES,  14913,  Box  14,  Boise,  ID 
83707.  (13) 


lolendor 

weekly  events 
Sundays 

Boston. MA  —  Gay  Recreational  Activities  Com¬ 
mittee  (GRAC).  Swimming  at  Lindemann  Center 
(Staniford  SESGov't  Ctr . ) .  Men  and  women 
2-4pm. 

Bolton,  MA  —  Gay  Recreational  Activities 
Committee  (GRAC).  Roller  skating.  Hatch  Shell, 
Esplanade.  Men  and  women.  Call  282-9161  for 
Info. 

Bolton,  MA  —  Chiltern  Men's  Basketball.  Lin¬ 
demann  Center  (Govt  Ctr.)  4:30-6pm  Info 
227-6167 

Bolton,  MA  —  Chiltern  Running  Club. 
Jogging  and  racing  on  the  Esplanade.  Sun¬ 
days  at  1,  Mon.,  Wed.  &  Frl.  at  6  Info: 
482-5265. 

Cimbrldgi,  MA  —  Softball  at  Magazine 
Beach.  3pm.  All  women  are  Invited.  Info: 
661-3633. 

Bolton,  MA  —  Gay  AA  meets  at  Old  West 
Church.  131  Cambridge  St.  Gay  men  and  women. 
2:30pm. 

Qraenfleld,  MA  —  Gay  Men  of  Franklin  County. 
Every  third  Sun.  Green  River  Cafe,  Osgood  St. 
7pm. 

Orluni,  MA  —  Shoreline,  a  gay  social  group, 
alternative  to  the  bars,  on  Cape  Cod.  Meets  every 
2nd  Sunday.  Info:  P.O.  Bo*  1614,  Orleans,  MA  ' 
02653. 

Boiton,  MA  —  Boston  Area  Coalition  for 
Cuban  Aid  and  Resettlement  (BACCAR)  open 
meeting  for  potential  sponsors  of  gay  and 
lesbian  Cuban  refugees  and  also  for  other 
interested  persons.  Arlington  St.  Church. 
Every  Sunday  at  3pm.  Info:  723-2997  (8-12pm). 

Cimbrldgi,  MA  —  "Closet  Space"  (WCAS, 
740AM),  a  weekly  public  affairs  program  for 
lesbians  and  gay  men.  10:30am. 

Boston,  MA  —  Gay  Recreational  Activities 
Committee  (GRAC)  Voleyball.  Fenway  (Rose 
Garden).  Ilam-lpm.  Men  and  women. 
282-0161  for  Info. 

bedford,  MA  —  Bedford-Concord  Area  Social 
Club  meets  at  7:30pm.  Info:  John  275-1336,  or 
Joe  897-7813.  All  Invited.. 

Concord,  NH  —  NH  Coalition  of  Lesbians  and 
G#y  Men.  1st  Sun.  of  the  month,  1-5pm. 
Statewide  political  action  group  Info:  228-8049 


New  York,  NY  —  Comite  Homosexual  Latino- 
americano.  7pm.  433  E.  6th  St.  Apt.  5R.  Info 
786-2893. 

New  York,  NY  —  Rainbow  Society.  Deaf  gay 
meeting.  Manhattan  Community  Center,  75 
Morton  St.  2nd  Sunday  of  the  month.  2pm.  755- 
1426. 


mondays 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Gay  Light  Support  Group 
for  women  14-21.  Cambridge  Women’s 
Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  Info:  354-8807. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  LUNA  (Lesbians  United  for 
Non-nuclear  Action)  meeting.  Women's  Educ. 
Ctr.,  46  Pleasant.  354-8807.  7-10pm. 

Brookline,  MA  —  Discussion  group  including 
gay  and  bisexual  men  and  women.  New  mem¬ 
bers  welcome.  7:30-9:30pm.  Info:  731-6619. 

Brittleboro,  VT  —  Southern  Vermont  Gay  Men 
meet  every  4th  Monday  at  the  Common  Ground, 
25  Elliot  St.  7:30pm. 

Morrlttown,  NJ  —  Gay  Activist  Alliance  in  Morris 
County  (GAAMC).  Meetings,  discussions,  so¬ 
cials.  Morristown  Unitarian.  Normandy  Heights 
Rd.  762-6217.  (NJ  Gay  Switchboard:  (609)  921- 
2565.) 

Nashua,  NH  —  Meeting  of  Nashua  Area  Gays. 
8pm.  Info:  Paul,  888-1305,  or  write:  Nashua 
Area  Gays,  P.O.  Box  3472,  Nashua  03061. 

New  York,  NY  —  Meeting  of  the  NY  Coalition  of 
Black  and  Third  World  Lesbians  and  Gays. 
Triangle  Ctr.,  26  9th  Ave.,  3rdfloor.  7:30pm.  Any¬ 
one  interested  in  these  issues  is  welcome  re¬ 
gardless  of  race. 

tuesdays 

New  York,  NY  —  WBAI  (99.5FM)  The  Lesbian 
Show.  8.30pm.  279-0707. 

Cambridge,  MA  -  Friends  Meeting  at  Cam¬ 
bridge.  Draft  counseling.  Every  Tuesday  at 
3:30  and  7:30pm.  5  Longfellow  Park  (near  Har¬ 
vard  Sq.)  Info:  876-6883. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Daughters  of  Bilitis.  Organi¬ 
zation  for  women.  Discussion  group.  Old  Cam¬ 
bridge  Baptist  Church,  1131  Mass  Ave.  8pm.  Call 
661-3633  for  info  on  all  DOB  activities. 

Niw  Bedford,  MA  —  Rap  group  at  the  Aid 
Center.  18  S.  Water  St.  8-10pm.  Info:  999-3141. 

Uxbridge,  MA  —  Support  and  Discussion 
Group  for  Lesbians.  Tuesday  eves,  7:30pm. 
Info:  278-5475. 

New  York,  NY  —  Meeting  of  Politically 
Involved  Lesbians  and  Gkys  Under  Twenty- 
two  (PIGLUT),  339  Lafayette  St.  (top  floor). 
Info:  Michael  236-2397.  Open  to  all  21  and 
under. 

Hartford,  CT  —  Greater  Hartford  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Taskforce  meets  at  Hill  Ctr.,  350  Farmington 
Ave.  7pm.  (First  Tuesdays)  Info:  249-7691. 


Wednesdays 

Boston,  MA  —  Gay  Youth  Rap  Group, 
organized  by  the  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Youth  for  gay  women  and  men  14-22. 
7-9pm.  128 A  Tremont  St.  (near  Park  St.)  Info: 
BAGLY  338-9472  or  the  Hotline  426-9371. 

Boston,  MA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Media  Ad¬ 
vocates  (LAGMA)  meeting.  7:30-9:30pm.  New 
members  welcome.  Our  advocacy  is  growing. 
Join  us.  Call  426-9371.  (M-F,  6pm-midnight)  for 
info. 

Bolton,  MA  —  Walk-In  VD  screening  and 
treatment  for  and  by  gay  men.  6:30-8pm.  Fen¬ 
way  Community  Health  Center,  18  Havlland 
St.  (near  Auditorium  stop).  287-7573. 

Boaton,  MA  —  Gay  Recreational  Activities 
Committee  (GRAC)  volleyball  (near  Rose 
Garden  In  the  Fenway).  Men  and  women. 
6:30-8:30pm. 

Providence,  PI  —  Tranavestlteftranssexual 
meetings.  8pm.  Info:  272-9247. 

New  York,  NY  -  (WBAI,  99.5FM)  Gay  Rap. 
279-0707.  8:30-9:30pm. 

New  York,  NY  —  Gay  Liberation  Allows  Drag 
(GLAD)  meeting.  1835  First  Ave.  Info:  473-5886 
x204.  Ask  for  Eve. 

New  York,  NY  —  Chelsea  Gay  Association 
meets  last  Wed.  of  the  month.  Coffeehouse. 
Info:  691-7950. 

New  York,  NY  —  Gay  Opinion  Forum.  Last 
wed.  of  the  month.  348  W.  14th  St.  7:30pm. 
Info:  675-9227. 


thursdays 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbians  with  children,  Sup¬ 
port  group  8-10pm  Cambridge  Womens 
Center.  46  Pleasant  St.  354-8807. 

New  York,  NY  —  Gay  Activists  Alliance  regular 
meeting  at  339  Lafayette  St.  (near  Houston). 
8:30pm.  All  are  welcome! 

Somerville,  MA  —  Lesbian  support  group  for 
younger  women  in  Somerville.  7:30pm  at  the 
Somerville  Women's  Center,  38  Union  Square 
(second  floor  over  laundromat).  For  info  call 
623-9340 


fridays 


Boston,  MA  —  GCN  proofreading  and  layout 
(basically  cutting  and  pasting  with  a  little  beer 
and  pretzels  on  the  aide).  No  experience 
necessary.  We'll  teach  you  all  you  need  to 
know!  Proofreading  begins  5-lsh  and  layout 
6-lsh.  22  Bromfleld  St.  (near  Park  St  and 
Washington  St  subway  stopa),  2nd  floor. 
426-4469. 

Boston,  MA  —  BAGLY  Lesbian  Rap  Group. 
7:30-9:30pm.  Raps  and  workshops  for  women 
22  and  under  who  are  or  are  considering  being 
lesbians.  128A  Tremont  St.  (4th  floor).  Call 
BAGLY  (Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Youth)  at  338-9472  or  the  Hotline  426-9371  for 
more  Info. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Daughters  of  Bilitis.  Organi¬ 
zation  for  women.  Discussions  and  social  hour. 
Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1 1 51  Mass.  Ave. 
8pm.  Call  661-3633  for  info  on  all  DOB  activities. 
Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbian  Liberation.  A 
leaderless  support  group  meeting  every 
Thursday  from  8-10pm.  Newcomers  welcome. 
Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St  .354-8807 

New  York,  NY  —  General  meeting  of  the 
Committee  of  Lesbian  and  Gay  Male  Social¬ 
ists  at  NY  Marxist  School,  151  W  19th  St.  7th 
floor.  7:30pm.  Info:  988-3012. 


Boston,  MA  —  Come  to  GCN  office.  22  Brom- 
field  (near  Park  St.  subway  atop),  2nd  floor, 
anytime  after  5  for  aa  Iona  or  as  short  as  you 
like  (until  about  11pm)  to  help  send  the  paper 
out  to  subscribers.  (There  are  LOTS  of  them 
and  we  do  need  help!)  Refreshments  and 
good  times.  Men  and  women  welcome.  426- 
4469. 

Boaton,  MA  —  Chiltern  basketball.  7-9pm. 
Lindemann  Ctr.  (near  Gov’t  Ctr.),  Stannlford 
St.  entrance.  FREEI  Info:  Tony  236-1914. 

Boston,  MA  —  Chiltern  Swimming  for  men 
and  women  over  40, 6-7pm;  swimming  for  men 

CtrOl|naPoeS6259?9m24Undemann  ^  (near  G°V'' 

Pittsfield,  MA  —  Lesbians  United  meetings. 
Info:  Women's  Services  Center,  499-2425. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Daughters  of  Bilitis.  Over  35 
rap  group  at  Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1 1 51 
Mass  Ave.  8pm.  (4th  Friday  and  2nd  Wednesday 
of  each  month). 

New  York,  NY  —  Consciousness  Raising  on 
Racism,  sponsored  by  Black  and  White  Men 
Together  (BWMT)/NY.  7:30pm.  Info:  Henry  at 
873-5572  or  799-9432  or  Richard  at  431-4674. 

Northampton,  MA  —  Gay  men  and  friends 
coffeehouse.  Open  to  all  women  and  men. 
Violet  Ray  Lbft,  19  Hawley  St.  8pm-1am.  $1 
donation. 


Saturdays 


Boston,  MA  —  Gay  Youth.  Outings  and 
activities  for  lesbians  and  gay  men  14-22. 
Organized  by  the  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Youth  (BAGLY).  128A  Tremont  St. 
(near  Park  St).  Info:  BAGLY  338-9472  or 
Hotline  426-9371  (6-12pm  eves). 

Providence,  PI  —  Gay  Youth  Group  meets 
every  other  Saturday.  Info:  272-9247. 

New  York,  NY  —  Gay  Youth  Rap  Group. 
Organized  by  and  for  gay  youth.  1-4pm.  339 
Lafayette  St.  (one  block  north  of  Houston),  top 
floor.  Open  to  all  lesbian  and  gay  youth  21  and 
under.  Info:  Mark  799-0388  or  Michael 
236-2397. 


coming  events 


sept  20  sat 


Boston,  MA  —  CARNIVAL  '801  Annual 
carnival  for  the  gay  community  at  Roberto 
Clemente  Field  on  the  Fenway  near  the  Rosa 
Garden.  Games,  food,  booths,  disco.  A  benefit 
for  the  Boston  Alllsnce  of  Gsy  and  Lesbian 
Youth  (BAGLY).  12-5pm.  FREE  admission. 
Rain  data:  tomorrow,  Sept.  21.  Come  and 
support  our  gay  youth) 


Bolton,  MA  —  Pat  Bond  appearing  as 
Gertrude  Stein  will  be  shown  on  Public  Broad¬ 
casting  System  stations.  (In  Boston  WGBH, 
Channel  2  at  10pm.  Other  localities  should 
check  local  listings.) 

Cambridge,  MA  —  "Simone  de  Beauvoir," 
New  England  premier,  and  "Colette,"  two 
documentary  portraits.  Tonight  and  tomorrow 
eves  at  7  and  9:30pm.  Info:  494-0200. 

Athol,  NY  —  "Surviving  as  a  single  in  a 
coupled  society,"  square  dance  and  autumn 
equinox  celebration:  a  weekend  of  activities 
at  A  Woman's  Place.  Info:  (518)  6239970. 
Cambridge,  MA  —  Benefit  rummage  sale  for 
Boston  Alliance  Against  Registration  and  the 
Draft.  Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1151 
Mass.  Ave.  (near  Harvard  Square).  11am-5pm. 
Info:  491-4694. 


20  tues 

Boston,  MA  —GCN  GENERAL  MEMBERSHIP 
MEETING.  COME  MEET  OUR  "NEW"  MAN¬ 
AGING  EDITOR  AND  FEATURES  EDITOR.  22 
Bromfleld  St.  6:30pm. 

Salem,  MA  —  North  Shore  Gay  Alliance 
present  "The  Ends  and  Means  Committee" 
with  social  and  political  satire  from  a  feminist 
perspective.  Student  Union  at  Salem  State.  $2 
donation. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  ‘Exploring  our  racism'  —  a 
class  for  women.  Two  groups  will  form:  Tues. 
eves  and  Thurs.  eves  7-10  pm,  through  Nov. 
Info:  Tia  Cross  492-6434. 

Boston,  MA  —  Boston  NOW  sponsors  Sharon 
Pollard,  State  Senator,  and  others  in 
discussion  of  ‘Assault  on  Reproductive 
Freedom:  Strategies  for  Fighting  Back'. 
7:30pm  Arlington  St.  Church  (at  Boylston). 
Info:  661-6015. 

Salem,  MA  —  Ends  and  Means  Committee 
presents  a  satirical,  social  commentary, 
sponsored  by  the  North  Shore  Gay  Alliance. 
Scarborough  Fair  Union,  Salem  State  Coll. 
7:30pm.  $2. 

24  wed 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Second  Wave  magazine  is 
opening  its  collective  to  new  members. 
Interested  women  should  come  to  Wed.  eve 
meetings  6:30pm,  Old  Cambridge  Baptist 
Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  or  call  Amy  at 
628-7275  (h)  or  495-2560  (w). 

Boston,  MA  —  Melanie  Kaye,  Jewish 
wildwoman  dvke.  reading  from  her  new  book 


of  poems.  Glad  Day  Book  Shop,  22  Bromfield 
St.  (near  Park  St.)  7:30pm.  FREE! 

New  York,  NY  —  ‘Why  we  aren't  marching 
anymore’,  a  new  play  by  William  Schoell,  a 
reading  to  be  followed  by  discussion  on  ‘gay 
theater’  led  by  author.  Gay  Opinion  Forum, 
348  W.  14th  St.  (2nd  fl.)  8:30pm. 

25  thurs 

Boston,  MA  —  GCN  ALWAYS  NEEDS  VOL¬ 
UNTEERS  TO  PROOFREAD  AND  LAYOUT 
THE  PAPER.  SEE  THURSDAYS  ABOVE  FOR 
DETAILS. 

Boston,  MA  —  Maxine  Feldman  in  concert  at 
BU.  FREE!  Open  to  all.  Signed  for  the  hearing 
impaired.  Sleeper  Hall,  871  Comm.  Ave.  8  pm. 
Info:  254-5643. 

New  York,  NY  —  Raising  your  gay  conscious¬ 
ness,  at  West  Side  Discussion  Group.  Green¬ 
wich  House  Aud,  7th  Ave.  So.  at  Barrow  St.  $2 
donation.  8:30pm. 

26  fri 

Boston,  MA  —  GCN  NEEDS  VOLUNTEERS 
TO  HELP  SEND  OUT  THE  PAPER.  SEE  FRI¬ 
DAYS  ABOVE  FOR  DETAILS 
Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbian  Academic  Union 
meeting.  Topic:  Classical  attitudes  toward 
homosexuality  in  art  and  literature,  8:30pm. 
Phillips  Brooks  House.  Harvard  Yard. 
Cambridge,  MA  —  Angry  Arts  Film  Society 
presents  'Portrait  of  Teresa',  a  film  on  sexism 
and  women  s  rights  in  Cuba.  Red  Book  Store, 
136  River  St.  7:30  and  9:30pm  tonight,  Sat.  and 
Sun.  $1.75. 


27  sot 

Boston,  MA  —  Chiltern  Mountain  Club/Bos¬ 
ton  350  Jubilee  N.E.  Gay  Athletic  Champion¬ 
ships:  running,  urban  biking,  tennis,  volley¬ 
ball,  rowing  and  sailing,  canoeing.  Info: 
227-6167  or  367-2776. 

Sosfon,  MA  —  Book  Party  for  Ruth  Baetz, 
author  of  Lesbian  Crossroads.  2-4pm.  Glad 
.  Day  Book  Shop,  22  Bromfield  St.  (near  Park 
St.)  Info:  542-0144. 

New  York,  NY  —  (WBAI,  99.5FM)  "Gay  Day,"  a 
full  day  of  programming  devoted  to  gay 
Issues.  Call  WBAI  Folio  or  Isaac  Jackson 
(279-0707)  for  details  of  programming. 


26  sun 

New  York,  NY  —  The  New  York  Law  Group,  an 
informal  association  of  gay  lawyers  and  law 
students  meeting.  Info:  (212)  628-8532. 

29  mon 

New  York,  NY  —  Potluck  supper  at  the  NY 
Coalition  of  Third  World  Lesbians  and  Gay 
Men.  7:30pm.  Triangle  Gay  Community 
Center,  675  Hudson  St 


60  tues 

Salem,  MA  —  'Coming  out  in  World  War  II. 
lesbians  and  gay  men',  by  Allan  Berube. 
Salem  Five  Community  Aud.,  210  Essex  St. 
7:30pm.  A  talk  illustrated  with  slides. 


